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Rain doesn’t dampen the spirit of Flora Day 

 

Air Engineer Technician, Jamie Stuart, who attended 

Parc Eglos School as a child and is currently training at 

Culdrose, representing the Naval Air Station. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday May 8th was the date for 

this year’s Flora Day in Helston 

and, despite the shop keepers 

being blessed with a lovely sunny 

day to decorate their shops the 

day before, we weren’t as lucky 

with the weather on the day 

itself.  However, a little bit of rain 

does not dampen the spirit of 

Helston’s Flora Day and the day 

started in earnest with the 

Morning dancer’s leaving the 

Guildhall at the stroke of  

7 ‘o’ clock looking splendid and 

full of smiles.  The rain was set to 

remain throughout the Children’s 

Dance,  but again  the  pupils of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the town’s schools, led this year 

by Nansloe Academy, did 

Helston proud.  However, by 

mid-day the rain had eased and 

the Mid-day Dancers were led 

out of the Guildhall by Mr Kevin 

Williams, Mrs Sharon Rimmer, Mr 

Jonathan Bassett and Mrs Tracey 

Cullen; the ladies looking 

magnificent in their brightly 

coloured gowns. This year was 

the first Flora Day for Town 

Mayor, Michael Thomas 

(pictured above). He walked 

around 16 miles in front of the 

dances during the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beating the Bounds 
The tradition of ‘Beating the 

Bounds’ is celebrated in Helston 

each year. This is where the 

town’s Mayor accompanied by 

council officials, children from 

the local schools and other 

walkers, walk a circular route 

around the boundary stones for 

part of the Borough.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year’s route fell on May 13th 

and the stones beaten were 

between Boundary Stone No 11 

at Pemboa, and Boundary Stone 

No 18 on the Airfield at RNAS 

Culdrose.  The weather was kind 

to the approximately 60 walkers 

that turned out to remember this 

ancient tradition, finishing at 

RNAS Culdrose for light 

refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Message from the Mayor  

Welcome to Helston Town Council’s ‘new look’ newsletter.  Our town is a very busy 

place with lots of activities taking place on a regular calendar.  The Mayoress and I 

are always happy to attend events in the town, so do send your requests to our Town 

Council office.  It is an absolute pleasure and privilege to be your Mayor and I look 

forward to serving the town during the rest of this new civic year. 
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Helston Harvest Fair 

2015 

Saturday 5th and  

Sunday 6th September 



 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helston Town Council held its 

annual Mayor Choosing 

Ceremony on Tuesday 19th  May 

at 7.00pm, at which Councillor 

Mike Thomas was re-elected as 

Mayor of Helston for the 2015/16 

Civic Year, with Councillor Mark 

Upton re-appointed as Deputy 

Mayor. During his speech the 

Mayor announced he would be 

supporting the Roy Castle Lung 

Cancer Foundation as his main 

Charity for the ensuing Civic 

Year and would continue to 

support deserving and 

enterprising    young   people   of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mayor and Mayoress have 

been busy raising funds for the 

Mayor’s Fund.  At the Annual 

Town Meeting in April, the Mayor 

presented Dr Ken Whittle of the 

The League of Friends of Helston 

Community Hospital, with a 

cheque for £1200, bringing the 

total amount donated to the 

League of Friends in the Mayor’s 

first Civic Year to £2200.  Other

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Helston.  Following Mayor 

Choosing, the Mayor always has 

a service to celebrate his new 

term of office with the Town and 

this year’s Civic Service took 

place on Sunday 7th June  

at St. Michaels Church. 

Representatives from local 

organisations and dignitaries 

from surrounding Town and 

Parish Councils turned out on a 

beautiful sunny day to support 

the Mayor.  Helston Town Band 

led the Mayor’s parade to the 

Church where there was an 

upbeat service of celebration 

led by the Mayor’s Chaplain, 

Canon David Miller, with 

performances during the service 

from Helston Chamber Choir 

and students of Helston 

Community College’s Senior 

Choir and Brass Sections. 

 

 

support given by the Mayor 

recently has included donating 

£150 towards a musical 

instrument for a Year 10 student 

at Helston Community College; 

£100 towards The Andrew Oliver 

Big Heart Fund, a charity set up 

in memory of a local taxi driver 

to raise money towards a 24-

hour access defibrillator; £3000 

to Helston Football Club towards 

works being carried out at the 

Club; and the restoration of the 

Book of Common Prayer 1799 

that was discovered recently in 

the Town Council’s strong room.  

The restored prayer book was re-

dedicated at the Mayor’s Civic 

Service recently and will now be 

displayed in The Guildhall.

 

 

Update on the Trengrouse 

Way Public Toilet 

Work is due to commence soon 

on the wall and we hope to 

have the toilet open again 

shortly. 

 

 

 

 

The Mayor also presented two 

Civic Awards during the service;  

Leanna Williams received the 

Young Citizen of the Year Award 

and Derek Wear was presented 

with the Citizen of the Year 

Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS UPDATE 

Mayor Choosing and Mayor’s Civic Service 

Support given by the Mayor’s Fund  

After restoration 

Before restoration 



 
 

Freedom Parade 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Freedom Parade took 

place on Thursday 18th June and 

saw our town’s naval personnel 

exercise their privilege to march 

through the streets of Helston 

“with bayonets fixed, drums 

beating and flags flying”. 

 

HMS Seahawk was granted the 

Freedom of the Borough of 

Helston in 1958 and the Air 

Station personnel exercise the 

right every year.  The Mayor of 

Helston, Cllr Michael Thomas took 

the salute accompanied by the 

Commanding Officer of RNAS 

Culdrose, Captain Adrian 

Orchard OBE and members of 

the Town Council.  Leading this 

year’s parade was 771 Naval Air 

Squadron, who had recently 

celebrated their 76th Anniversary, 

ahead of HMS Seahawk’s 

Volunteer Band and a 

ceremonial Guard of Honour, of 

personnel from across the West 

Cornwall Base.  The streets were 

lined with children from all of the 

Town’s schools, smiling and 

waving their Union flags. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During his speech Cllr Thomas  

said, “RNAS Culdrose has been 

an established feature of our 

town for over 50 years; Mayors 

have stood here and thanked 

you for your commitment and 

service and today I have the 

honour and privilege to be the 

19th Town Mayor to thank you.” 

 

 

Helston Town Council has 

powers under the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as 

amended) to award small grants 

provided that it is satisfied that 

the expenditure will directly 

benefit all or some of the town’s 

residents.  Grants meetings are 

held twice annually in February 

and September and the next 

Grants meeting will be on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year is the 50th Anniversary of 

Helston’s link between Port 

Augusta in South Australia.  A 

former Deputy Mayor and local 

jeweller, Arthur Lee, developed 

contact with the South 

Australian town in the early sixties 
and a connection was made 

between their annual Poinsettia 

Festival and Helston’s Flora Day.  

In 1965, Port Augusta invited 

Arthur and his wife to attend 

their Poinsettia Festival as a 

formal representative of their 

twin city of Helston.  Some 

distinguishing items were 

expected to be worn as there 

would be a range of formal civic 

occasions to attend, however at 

that time the Deputy Mayor had 

no insignia.  A suggestion was 

made that the Mayoress’s chain 

could be taken as his badge  

of authority. However that 

suggestion was turned down by 

the then, Helston Borough 

Council.  It was at that time that 

the decision was made to have 

a Deputy Mayor’s Chain and a 

jewellers at Mutley Plain

 

 

Thursday 17th September.  Those 

organisations wishing to apply for 

a grant should obtain an 

application form from the Town 

Clerk’s office or by emailing 

the Town Clerk at 

townclerk@helston-tc.gov.uk.  All 

completed applications need to 

be returned by no later than 

noon on Monday 7th September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in Plymouth was commissioned 

to make one (pictured above).  

The inscription on the back reads  
 

‘Added by the Council to Helston 
Borough Insignia on the Civic visit of 
Councillor & Mrs A E Lee (Deputy 
Mayor & Mayoress) to the “Twin Town” 
of Port Augusta a City of South 

Australia in 1965’.   
 

Until 2014 the Deputy Mayor was 

only allowed to wear his insignia 

when the Mayor was 

unavailable, that decision was 

then changed by Helston Town 

Council when it was voted that 

the Deputy Mayor should wear 

the insignia at any civic 

occasion. 

 

Helston Town Council Grants  

50th Anniversary of Deputy Mayor’s Insignia 

and Helston’s links with Port Augusta  

Current Deputy Mayor and Consort, Cllr Mark Upton 

and Mr Gary Hunt, wearing their Insignia at a Civic 

Ball. 

mailto:townclerk@helston-tc.gov.uk


 
 

Town Councillors 

North Ward 

J  Boase        01326 573200 
J Radford-Gaby    01326 560210 
M Thomas    01326 562947 
A Harrison    07983441177 
Mrs N Roberts    07889191514 
 

South Ward 

R Williams    01326 572179 
J Martin     07456545959 
M Upton    01326 561636 
Mrs G Geer    07974817520 
M Knight    01326 564710 
 

West Ward 

Mrs N Boase    01326 573200 
Miss J Hornsby    01326 573864 

 

Town Clerk 

Chris Dawson    01326 572063 
 

Assistant to the Town Clerk 

Pamela Lavelle    01326 572063 
 

Mayor’s Secretary 

Shelly Price    01326 572063 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Julia Chambers    01326 572063 
 

Town Warden 

Craig Bowcutt    01326 572063 
 

Regeneration Officer 

Martin Searle    01326 558881 
 

Regeneration Office Project 
Assistant 

Amanda Boxer    01326 558881 

 

Town Clerk’s office open Monday 

to Friday 9.00am to 4.00pm 

 

Meeting Dates 
 

July 
 

Planning        2
nd

 & 16
th

 at 6.15pm 
P, F & R*     7

th
 at 7.00pm 

Full Council   16
th 

at 7.15pm 
Amenities   23

rd
 at 7.00pm 

August 
 

Planning       6
th

 at 6.15pm 
September 

 

Planning         3
rd

 & 17
th

 at 6.15pm 
P, F & R*       8

th
 at 7.00pm 

Full Council          17
th

 at 7.15pm 
Amenities     24

th
 at 7.00pm 

 
*Policy, Finance & Resources 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A ‘Map Boards’ project overseen 

by the Town Centre 

Regeneration Officer, has 

recently been completed.  The 

project was developed and 

funded in partnership by Helston 

Town Council, Helston Business 

Improvement Partnership, South 

Kerrier Alliance, South Kerrier 

Heritage Trust (Helston Museum) 

and the National Trust. The new 

maps will provide a better 

welcome, useful information on 

the main local attractions and 

orientation for new visitors 

arriving in the town, with 

directions to the town centre 

and its diverse range of local 

shops and services. As well as 

providing information about 

attractions such as the town trail, 

the Museum, Coronation Park 

and its boating lake, and the 

Penrose Estate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There are six boards in total, 

which are located at the 

Fairground, the Old Cattle 

Market, the Town Centre and 

Tyacke Road car parks, as well 

as the Guildhall and in Horse and 

Jockey Lane.  They were 

manufactured, printed and 

installed by Cornwall-based 

company Parc Signs and will be 

maintained by the Town Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you take photographs of any of our civic engagements please consider 
forwarding them via email for possible publication in the next newsletter and 
please visit our Facebook page where you can find out about Council news, 
Town events and when the next Mayoress’s crossword is available!  

Map Boards show 

the way to visitors 
of Helston 

 

SWIMMING POOL NOW 

OPEN AGAIN AFTER 

TEMPORARY CLOSURE! 

DIARY DATE 
The Mayor’s next 
Charity Ball is set 
for 14th November 
– check our 
Facebook page 
for ticket news. 

Helston Mayor’s Fund 
Prize Connection  
Crossword No.4 

 
Now available from  

The Town Clerk’s Office 
or the Mayor/Mayoress 

 
£1 entry   
£20 Prize 

 
In aid of The Helston 

Friendship Club 
Christmas Dinner 

 
Closing date: 24

th
 August 

 


