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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 20
TH

 APRIL 2017 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

J Martin 

Mrs N Roberts 

D J Potter 

 

T E Grattan-Kane 

P E Williams 

Rev. D P Reed 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

431. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Councillor Reverend Reed.   

 

432. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Harrison.  

   

433. Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 
 

        The Mayor declared an interest in the Town Centre Regeneration Officer’s report 

(Agenda item 14) as she knew Emma Unwin confirming that she would not take part in the 

debate for that section of the report nor vote thereon. 

 

b) Requests from Members for Dispensations 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 

 

434. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 
 

 On behalf of the Town Council the Mayor thanked Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock 

for her service as a Divisional Member for the Town which was followed by a round of 

applause.  Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock thanked Members for their support during her 

time as a Cornwall Councillor and formerly a Member of Kerrier District Council – 18 years 

in total. 

 

 Councillor Thomas thanked Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock for her service to the 

Town and for her assistance personally during his recent term as Mayor. 

 

435. Public Participation 

 

 The Mayor welcomed Mr R Edgcumbe who would be joining the Council in May. 

 

 A member of the public expressed concern regarding the number of public toilets that 

would be available on Flora Day.  He was also of the opinion that the Town Council should 

clean the archway to the Drill Hall Yard as the exterior of Guildhall had been cleaned.  He 

then welcomed Mr Edgcumbe. 



 2 

 

 

 In response, the Town Clerk advised that temporary toilets could not be installed in the 

town centre on Flora Day as they could not be serviced during the day due to the road 

closures.  Councillor Reverend Reed advised that the toilets in the Methodist Church were 

available on the day.  Councillor R J L Boase informed the member of the public that the 

Museum Trustees were seeking volunteers to help clean the arch and Museum façade during 

Town Tidy week.  

 

 Another Member of the public thanked Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock for the 

support she had given to the Town Council. 

  

436. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16
th

 March 2017 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

437. Matters Arising 

 

 Referring to Min. No. 426/2016, the Town Clerk advised that he had received an 

acknowledgement of his letter to the CEO of the South West Ambulance Service but was still 

awaiting a promised detailed response. 

 

438. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                

16
th

 March and 6
th

 April 2017, be received. 

 

439. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor R Williams, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 23
rd

 March 

2017, be received. 

 

440. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor advised that the two granite bollards with colour variation had been 

replaced in front of the Monument.  She then expressed disappointment that there would be 

no Town Council elections in Helston but requested that Members encourage residents to vote 

at the Cornwall Council elections. 

 

 The Mayor thanked those who attended the Annual Town Meeting the previous week 

and encouraged councillors to make every effort to attend Mayor Choosing at noon on       

16
th

 May 2017 and to promote the Beating of the Boundaries taking place on 24
th

 May 2017. 

 

 The Mayor then reminded Members to forward ideas for items to include in the Cober 

Capsule envelope. 
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441. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer (circulated 

prior to the meeting). 

 

 The TCRO advised that snagging items at Monument Walk had been resolved that 

day.  He further advised that a formal Agreement with Kernoweth Homes to carry out works 

at the bottom of Castle Hill steps would be finalised the following day. 

 

 The Mayor declared an interest in the following item of the TCRO’s report. 

 

 The Deputy Mayor – Councillor Martin – took the Chair at 7.44pm. 

 

 Members considered a quotation to develop concept sketches for the decorative panels 

of the proposed Monument Walk shelter.  Following a brief discussion it was proposed by 

Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council approved Emma Unwin’s quotation dated 25
th

 March 

2017 for the sum of £690 to develop the decorative images of Flora Day as required for 

Council’s consideration and approval, to be funded from the £5,000 previously approved for 

the artwork element of the project. 

 

 The Mayor resumed the Chair at 7.46pm 

 

 In response to a question, the TCRO confirmed that the adjustment of the Monument 

up-lighters was included on the snagging list. 

 

442. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Town Council Elections 
 

       Due to a General Election being called for 8
th

 June 2017 Members decided to re-

schedule the Co-option Special Full Council meeting.  The Town Clerk agreed to circulate 

two possible dates for Members’ consideration. 

 

(2) Member Training 

       In addition to the Member training included in his report, the Town Clerk advised 

that licensing training had been arranged for 25
th

 May 2017 and Planning training for 1
st
 June 

2017.  Subsequently it was agreed to place an item on the following Planning Committee 

agenda to discuss planning training.  

 

 (3) Traffic Regulation Order 
 

      This item was noted. 

 

 (4) Falmouth Road Roundabout 
 

       The Town Clerk advised that Falmouth Town Council was taking responsibility 

for three roundabouts and would not be paying the normal £800 sponsorship fee for signage, 

therefore he would be making a similar case. 

 

       Councillor R Williams suggested diverting the budget to a scheme for Trengrouse 

Way. 
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       On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the quotation of £8,003.94 from Cormac Solutions Ltd to landscape the 

Falmouth Road roundabout be accepted.  

 

 (5) Replacement Handrails 

 

       The Town Clerk advised that the handrails had been installed. 

 

 (6) Cornwall Council Off-Street Parking Order 2017 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

 (7) Coastline Housing – Naming of Development on the former Quarry Car Park 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

443. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor R Williams, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 1- 46 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £52,521.87. 

 

444. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed requested an item to discuss the condition of a property on 

Trengrouse Way. 

 

445.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

446. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk 
  

 (1) Insurance Policy 

 

      Members considered a report by the Town Clerk circulated prior to the meeting. On 

the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council enter into a new 3-year insurance Agreement with WPS 

Insurance Brokers Ltd. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.17pm  

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


