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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 20
TH

 JULY 2017 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

 

M H Thomas  

J Martin 

Mrs N Roberts 

 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

109. Prayers 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by the Mayor.   

     

110. Apologies 
 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Reverend Reed and 

Edgcumbe.   

 

111. Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 

b) Requests from Members for Dispensations 
 The Town Clerk advised that a dispensation request had been received from 

Councillor R J L Boase. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council awarded Councillor R J L Boase a dispensation for the 

civic year to remain in meetings, participate in debates and vote on matters relating to the 

Christmas Lights. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase abstained from the vote. 

 

112. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had chaired the Helston & South Kerrier 

Community Network Panel at which the following topics had been discussed: 

 

 A Health Support Initiative 

 Local Policing Priorities 

 Cornwall Electoral Review 

 

 He advised that a representative of the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary attended the 

Panel meetings expressing the opinion that this would be how information from the Police 

would be circulated in future.  Councillor Martin then advised that he had met with Mrs 

Haycock (former Cornwall Councillor) regarding a number of historic issues.  He confirmed 

that he would be involved in various meetings the following week before the two week break 

during which he hoped to assist with individual cases within the town.  Councillor Martin 
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advised that he was also searching for any support that Cornwall Council could offer Helston 

in relation to town events and initiatives. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he had attended a meeting of the Children 

and Families Scrutiny Group which was investigating an alternative model for the delivery of 

health and social care to young people and adults.  He advised that he had attended a West 

Sub-Area Planning Committee meeting, planning training and was also involved in the 

Electoral Review Group.  Councillor Thomas advised that he had been involved in case work 

regarding rodent infection and also concerns with flood risk from the HX1 development.  He 

advised that he was meeting with residents of Cross Street and, together with Cornwall 

Councillor Martin, he was meeting with a representative of Highways to discuss the results of 

the traffic flow trial at St Johns.  Councillor Thomas advised that he was working with the 

Cabinet to support the Tour of Britain initiative.  He confirmed that a meeting was taking 

place at Four Lanes regarding the B3297 and advised that he was also investigating the 

Sithney Common Hill fly-tip problem. 

 

113. Public Participation 
 A member of St Michaels PCC expressed concern regarding the lack of maintenance 

of the church yard.  He advised that the area was the responsibility of Cornwall Council and 

that they had reduced the number of cuts per year from five to three which was not sufficient.  

He advised that he understood there had been an agreement with Helston Town Council and 

St. Michaels PCC to pay for an additional cut each to bring the maintenance back to five cuts 

per year.  He confirmed that only two cuts had been carried out to date and the area, which 

was well used for weddings and as a public footpath, was looking unkempt.  He requested that 

Helston Town Council engage with Cornwall Council to resolve the issue.  The Town Clerk 

confirmed that Helston Town Council and St Michaels PCC had entered into an agreement for 

the extra cuts and the matter was due to be discussed at the following weeks Amenities 

Committee meeting.  The Town Clerk confirmed that he would attempt to establish what the 

problem was.  Councillor Thomas declared an interest as a member of St. Michaels PCC but 

advised in his capacity as a Cornwall Councillor that he had attempted to contact the officer 

involved and was waiting to hear back from him. 

 

 A representative of Helston Christmas Lights Committee spoke in respect of the need 

for financial support to enable mandatory health & safety testing of fixing points to be carried 

out (Agenda item 15).  He provided information regarding the testing requirements and the 

replacement fixings and catenary wire which were needed to comply with current guidance 

(circulated at the meeting).  Councillor R J L Boase queried if volunteers could replace the 

fixings prior to testing to reduce costs.  The committee member informed Members that he 

had been advised by several lighting companies and structural engineers to use one company 

for the works so they would retain the liability should there be any issues. In response to a 

question he advised that if they did not receive the funding they would not be able to carry out 

the work and there would be no lights in December as they would not legally be allowed to 

use the fixings. 

 

 A member of the public expressed concern stating it was essential that any works 

involving lighting and electricity should be carried out according to Regulations and guidance 

to ensure public safety. 

 

114. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on the 14
th

 June and    

15
th

 June 2017 be approved and signed as a true record.   
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115. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 15
th

 June 

and 6
th

 July 2017, be received. 

 

116. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 11
th

 July 2017, be received. 

 

117. Announcements  
 The Mayor expressed concern that there were insufficient services in the town to cope 

with the increased housing and requested that over the August recess Members considered 

ways to improve the town including ideas for events and markets.  The Mayor then advised 

that she would be participating in the civic visit to Plougasnou at the beginning of September. 

 

118. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer updated Members on his report (circulated 

prior to the meeting) advising that the Castle Green landscaping scheme was gathering 

momentum and could be in a position to lay the tarmac in two weeks.  He advised that he was 

seeking further quotations for the Monument shelter which he would bring to Council for 

consideration in September.  The Town Centre Regeneration Officer then briefly outlined the 

role of the West Cornwall Local Action Group (LAG) and advised that there was an 

opportunity for Helston to have a representative on the Group.  The Mayor advised that she 

had spoken with a member of the West Cornwall LAG that met on Monday mornings and 

suggested that the Town Clerk be nominated as a representative on the group.  Councillor 

Williams advised that he also wished to be considered.  The Town Clerk advised that 

nominees had to apply to the West Cornwall LAG and the group selected representatives. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Williams and the Town Clerk be nominated as representatives 

to sit on the West Cornwall LAG. 

 

 Councillor Williams abstained from the vote. 

 

119. Helston Christmas Lights 
 Councillor Grattan-Kane expressed the opinion that health & safety requirements 

needed to be adhered to for the Christmas lights.  He advised that the lights had been an 

example to other communities for years and the Council needed to make sure they continued.  

Councillor Grattan-Kane advised that the town benefitted from hundreds of hours of volunteer 

time which would equate to approximately £14,000 at minimum wage.  He also advised that 

some neighbouring towns rented their lights and had to pay a much higher cost every year.  A 

detailed debate ensued at the conclusion of which it was proposed by Councillor Grattan-

Kane, seconded by Councillor Martin, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council supported the replacement and testing of fixings 

and catenary wire at a cost of £12,150 + VAT from General Reserves. 
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120. Freemen Honours Board 
 Councillor Thomas expressed the opinion that the Council should have an honours 

board to pay tribute to the Freemen of the town.  He advised that he had spoken with the 

Town Clerk who had recommended that the names of all the Freemen from the creation of the 

Town Council be recorded.  Following a brief debate it was agreed that the honours board 

should be located in the Court Room and would be of the same style as the existing Mayor’s 

boards. 

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor R J L Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the cost of purchasing an honours board, to be used for listing Freemen of 

Helston bestowed by the Town Council, be investigated by the Town Clerk. 

 

121. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Cornwall Electoral Review 
       The Town Clerk advised that the previous week the Cornwall Council Electoral 

Review Panel had recommended to Full Council that it reaffirmed its previous submission for 

a Council size of 99.  He then reminded Members that, for Helston to return its own two 

Cornwall Councillors, a Council size of 101 would be necessary but 99 would still be within 

the tolerance allowed.  Councillor Thomas further updated Members on the impact and 

implications of the Cornwall Electoral Review. 

 

 Following the debate and on the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Boase, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported 99 Cornwall Councillors for the Cornwall 

Electoral Review. 

 

(2) Arch Hill Roundabout – A390/A39 Junction 

       The Town Clerk advised that he had spoken to the Town Clerk for Truro City 

Council and informed Members that the majority of Truro City Councillors were not in favour 

of redeveloping the Arch Hill junction as it currently worked well and did not itself cause 

congestion.  The City Council was also concerned that the construction period would cause 

unacceptable delays for those travelling on the A39. 

 

        It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported the current road layout at Arch Hill and 

objected to the proposed redevelopment. 

 

 (3) Grants 
       It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that the 2017/18 budgeted sums be paid over to Helston Christmas Lights, 

Helston WW1 Heritage Project and the South Kerrier Heritage Trust. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase abstained from the vote. 
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 (4) Street Naming 
      Councillor Thomas advised that he would make enquiries, as Cornwall Councillor, 

about the street naming policy of not using surnames.  This item was noted. 

 

 (5) Rest Centre Training 

      This item was noted. 

 

122. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 155-206 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £31,829.69. 

 

123. Items for the next Agenda 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

124.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

125. Events & Marketing Proposal 
 Members considered an Events & Marketing proposal from the South Kerrier Alliance 

(circulated prior to the meeting).  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor 

Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported the Events & Marketing proposal from the 

South Kerrier Alliance at a cost of £5,179 per annum initially for two years from the existing 

Ear-marked Reserve. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.09pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


