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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 27
TH

 JULY 2017 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase (in the Chair)  

 

R Williams 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

D J Potter 

D P Reed 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Martin were also present. 

 

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Mr C M Bowcutt – Town Warden 

 

  

126. Election of Vice-Chair 

 

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Reverend Reed be appointed Vice-Chair. 

 

127. Minutes 
  

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Edgcumbe, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 25
th

 May 2017 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

 Councillors Potter and Reverend Reed abstained from the vote as they had not 

been present at that meeting. 

 

128. St Michaels Churchyard 

 

 Councillor Thomas expressed concern regarding the condition of St Michaels 

Churchyard and requested a meeting with the Chair of Amenities, the Town Clerk, the Head 

of the Natural Environment Service at Cornwall Council and himself to discuss the issues.  

During the discussion Councillor Edgcumbe objected to the Town Council paying for an 

extra cut therefore the Town Clerk suggested putting the matter to a new vote. A detailed 

debate ensued at the conclusion of which it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by 

Councillor Potter, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council agree to fund one of two extra cuts of St Michaels 

Church Yard for 2017 as had been carried out in 2016. 

 

 It was further proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk investigate the feasibility of an in-house grounds 

maintenance team. 
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129. Report of the Town Warden  

  

 The Town Warden updated the Committee on his report (circulated prior to the 

meeting) making particular reference to recent flyposting issues.  Members thanked the Town 

Warden for his work and gave consideration to the report with particular regard to the 

condition of the town litter bins. The Town Clerk agreed to investigate the replacement of the 

town bins. 

 

130. Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Clerk (previously circulated). 

 

 i)  Flora Day 2017 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Edgcumbe, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that stall pitches be allocated along the Porthleven Road for the Flora Day 

Market in 2018. 

 

 ii) Weddings in the Guildhall 

 

 A detailed debate ensured regarding the requirements to allow the Guildhall to be 

used as a wedding venue.  During the debate it was proposed by the Chair, seconded by 

Councillor Reverend Reed, and  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow Councillor Martin to speak. 

 

 Councillor Martin suggested that a white roller screen be used to cover the painting 

which could then be used for a film club. 

 

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Potter, seconded by the 

Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk investigate and report back to the September meeting on 

the following items: 

 

a) Redecoration of the Corn Exchange and passageway; 

b) Purchase of acoustic screens; 

c) Method and cost of covering the large painting in the Council Chamber; 

d) Purchase of seats; 

e) Purchase of sound system; and 

f) Hire charges for ceremonies. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the current chairs be sorted to remove those in poor condition. 
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 It was further proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow Councillor R J L Boase to 

speak. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase suggested that the local university be contacted to offer the 

cleaning of the painting as practical experience for trainees.  Councillor Thomas expressed 

the opinion that the painting was worth restoring but that it would be a decision for Full 

Council.  It was further suggested that the painting be offered back to St Michael’s Church. 

 

 It was then proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

 iii) Temporary Signs on Highways Verges 

 

 This item was noted.   

 

 iv) Tesco Bus Shelter 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that the refurbishment of the bus shelter had been 

completed by Tesco.  Councillor Thomas thanked Councillor Edgcumbe for bringing the 

matter to the Committee’s attention. 

 

 v) Nadelik Kernewek 2017 

 

 This item was noted. 

 

 vi) Merchant Navy Day 

 

 Following a brief discussion it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council purchase a Red Ensign at a cost of £28.00 and the flag 

be flown on the 3
rd

 September to commemorate the men and women of the Merchant Navy 

during both World Wars. 

 

 

 At the conclusion of his report the Town Clerk updated Members on the Falmouth 

Road roundabout project advising that a local business had expressed an interest in becoming 

a partner and providing plants and some labour thus halving the cost to the Council.  The 

consensus of the Committee was that the Town Clerk engage in discussions to improve a 

second roundabout. 

 

 The Town Clerk then updated Members on the former Budgens store. 

  

131.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

item of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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132. Restorative Justice 

  

 The Town Warden updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

regarding a restorative justice session that he assisted with and informed the Committee of a 

possible further restorative justice matter.  This item was noted. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.19pm       

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


