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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 23
RD

 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase (in the Chair)  

 

R Williams 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

Rev D P Reed 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

 

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Mr C M Bowcutt – Town Warden 

 

 

213. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Potter. 

  

214. Minutes 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 28
th

 September 2017 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

215. Matters Arising 

 

 In response to a question, the Town Clerk updated Members on the possibility of 

installing a public drinking-water fountain to be donated by the Helston & the Lizard Friends 

of the Earth. The most feasible location would be the side of the public toilet on Monument 

Walk however, this would incur additional costs that the Friends of the Earth were 

investigating. 

 

216. National Trust 

 

 The Chair welcomed Greg Cross – Penrose Ranger to the meeting.  Mr Cross updated 

Members on local National Trust activities including:- 

 

 Mike Hardy was now the senior Ranger at the Penrose Estate; 

 

 The Environment Agency works to provide a second adit at Loe Bar were likely to 

commence in early 2018;  

 

 The café had changed over to winter opening hours which were weekends only with 

some additional days over the Christmas period; 

 

 Some works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order had commenced on Meneage 

Road.  Further works would require traffic lights for up to two days. 
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 Woodland Management 

- Tree surveys and remedial works were being carried out 

- Volunteers were removing invasive species 

- The walled garden was being tidied by volunteers 

- In January work would begin to tidy the footpaths and car parks 

 

 The Mayor had observed that there was no signage from the Penrose Amenity Area car 

park to the pathway.  Mr Cross agreed to feed this back. 

 

 The Mayor also enquired if a gate would be installed at the end of the path as there was 

a danger of young people and dogs running into the road.  Mr Cross advised that the path was 

officially a bridleway and following a risk assessment, appropriate signage had been erected 

but a gate was unlikely. 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed entered the meeting at 7.15pm. 

 

 Councillor Thomas expressed the opinion that more of the pathway should be 

tarmacked to make it disabled-friendly.  Mr Cross advised that Penrose had been divided into 

three areas for the purpose of a public survey.  The Helston Drive from the Amenity Area to 

the stables was tarmacked, but public opinion was that the stretch from the stables onwards 

should remain the same, as to tarmac it would change the character.  The Degibna/Carminow 

Creek area would also remain unchanged.  Councillor Thomas suggested that a combination 

of surfaces would benefit all. 

 

 Responding to a further question, Mr Cross informed Members that advice had been 

sought on whether way-finder signs should show distances in kilometres or miles.  The advice 

was followed to use kilometres but this transpired to be incorrect so the signs would be made 

indicating miles when required to be replaced. 

 

 Councillor Williams congratulated Mr Cross on the clearing of plastics that regularly 

blew over the bar from the sea onto the pool and suggested that the National Trust publicise 

more what it was doing in this regard. 

 

 The Chair thanked Mr Cross for attending. 

 

217. Wellmoor Play Area Safety Surfacing 

 

 Councillor Edgcumbe advised that, along with Councillor Potter, he had met with a 

neighbour to the Wellmoor play area who had complained about the brightness of the new 

safety surfacing.  The neighbour was mainly concerned with the yellow tiles.   

 

 Councillor Edgcumbe then advised that a number of positive comments had been 

posted on social media and everyone was entitled to an opinion. 

 

 The Town Clerk suggested that the tiles would dull down over time and the Chair 

agreed that the surface would weather. 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed advised that children were creating games on the different 

coloured tiles.  Councillor Williams stated that everyone was delighted with the new surfacing 

and it should be installed in other play areas. 
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218. Report of the Town Warden  

  

 The Town Warden updated the Committee on his report (circulated prior to the 

meeting).   

 

 Councillor Thomas expressed concern that the kennel in the road outside St Michael’s 

Church had blocked again for the second time in a week and requested that the Town Clerk 

contact Cormac.  The Town Warden gave examples of recent issues when this stretch of 

kennel had blocked.  Councillor Reverend Reed had observed a dip in the road which could 

indicate a partial collapse. 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that he would contact the officer at Cornwall Council.  

 

219. Guildhall Maintenance 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that contracts had been awarded immediately following the 

September meeting however progress had been slow.  The decorator for the Corn Exchange 

and corridor could not be contacted so another contractor would be submitting a price to carry 

out the work early in the New Year. 

 

 The Town Clerk had met with a roofing contractor to consider the Defects Report 

produced by the Surveyor – C M Gunn.  A quotation was expected the following week. 

 

 Both matters would be considered by the Guildhall Working Party once all the 

information had been received. 

  

220.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item 

of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

221. Grounds/General Maintenance Operative 

  

 Members gave consideration to the confidential report by the Town Clerk circulated 

prior to the meeting. 

 

 Following the discussion it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, and  

 

RECOMMENDED – that a Grounds/General Maintenance post be created with effect from  

1
st
 April 2018 on Spinal Column Point 14. 

 

  

Meeting closed at 8.40pm         

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


