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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 25
TH

 JANUARY 2018 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase (in the Chair)  

 

R Williams 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

D J Potter 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

Councillor Martin was also present. 

 

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Mr C M Bowcutt – Town Warden 

 

 

304. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Reverend Reed. 

  

305. Minutes 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 23
rd

 November 2017 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

 Councillor Potter abstained from the vote as he had not been present at that meeting. 

 

306. Guildhall Public Conveniences Refurbishment 

 

 The Chair welcomed Mr Steve Hole – 3HW Architecture & Design Limited to the 

meeting. 

 

 Mr Hole explained the initial work he had completed on the refurbishment of the 

Guildhall public conveniences and estimated cost.  The Town Clerk reminded Members that 

part of the reason for the refurbishment was an incident of attempted arson in the toilets that 

had highlighted a potential danger to the rest of the Guildhall building.  A detailed debate 

ensued following which it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor 

Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that an independent fire report be obtained from the Cornwall Fire & Rescue 

Service. 

 

 It was further agreed that Mr Hole continue to develop schemes of varying cost for 

consideration.  

 

 The Chair thanked Mr Hole for attending. 

 

 Councillor Williams entered the meeting during this item at 7.10pm 
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307. Report of the Town Warden  

  

 The Town Warden updated the Committee on his report (circulated prior to the 

meeting).   

 

 In response to a question, the Town Warden advised that ‘no tipping’ signs had been 

attached to trees at the Sithney Common Hill layby and a fly-tip of tyres over Christmas had 

been quickly cleared by Cornwall Council’s contractor. 

 

 The Town Clerk informed the Committee that the feasibility of erecting a fence at the 

layby had been discussed at a recent meeting with the Cormac Highways & Environment 

Manager who would obtain costs. 

 

 Councillor Williams was of the opinion that the cost of taking items to the Recycling 

Centre was the cause of the majority of fly-tipping.  It was also suggested that its closing time 

of 4pm was a contributing factor.  Councillor Williams requested that the Cornwall 

Councillors review the pricing policy to reduce the costs to residents. 

 

 In response to a further question, the Town Warden advised that Helston did not have 

an anti-social behaviour problem related to its public houses. 

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members regarding the sharps bin advising that a full refund 

had been received due to the bin showing signs of corrosion after only a month of being 

installed. 

 

 The Town Warden informed the Committee that he and Councillor Grattan-Kane had 

inspected the town centre pavements and forwarded a report of issues to Cornwall Council.  

Councillor Thomas requested a copy of the report.  The Mayor encouraged all present to 

continue reporting issues to Cornwall Council.   

 

308. Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Clerk (previously circulated). 

 

 i)  Corn Exchange & Corridor Decorations 

 

      This item was noted. 

 

 ii) Wedding License 

 

      This item was noted. 

 

 iii) Monument Walk 

 

       Members were supportive of the Rotary Club of Helston’s proposal to create a 

temporary memorial of metal and ceramic poppies at the Grylls Monument in November. 

 

 iv) Public Seating 

 

      Councillor Thomas advised that he was putting a proposal for a memorial bench to 

the Parochial Church Council so it was therefore proposed by the Chair, seconded by 

Councillor Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the item be deferred to the following meeting. 
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 v)  Flora Day Security 

 

      Following a brief discussion and on the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by 

Councillor Potter, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the 2018 Flora Day security contract include a patrol for the Coronation 

Park and Boating Lake area. 

 

 vi) General/Grounds Maintenance Operative 

 

      Members considered a draft Job Description for the General/Grounds Maintenance 

Operative post and made no amendments. 

 

 vii) Open Spaces 

 

      The Town Clerk advised that a meeting had been held between Councillors Thomas 

& Martin and Mark James & Maxine Hardy from Cornwall Council’s Localism Team. Mr 

James had advised that an open spaces devolution package would have two elements.  Firstly, 

the maintaining of highways verges could only be devolved as a license to maintain with no 

freehold transfers.  The open spaces however, could be transferred either freehold or 

leasehold.  Mr James’ comments regarding a devolution agreement were encouraging.  The 

Town Clerk therefore advised that he would begin to formulate a proposal by documenting the 

numerous plots of land to be included with a target transfer date of 1
st
 April 2019. 

 

      Councillor Williams advised that many grass verges were encroaching across the 

footpaths and brambles were also an issue in some areas.  The Town Clerk requested that 

Councillor Williams accompany him to the areas of concern to log and pass on to Highways. 

  

309.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

On the proposition of the Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

items of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

310. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 i) Guildhall Exterior Works 

  

     Members considered a report by the Town Clerk, circulated prior to the meeting.  

Following the debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Guildhall Exterior Works Specification be placed on the Government 

Contracts Finder website. 
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 ii) Portable Public Address System 

 

     The Committee considered the purchase of a portable public address system.  On the 

proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that a portable public address system be purchased at a cost of £141.00. 

 

 

 

  

Meeting closed at 9.10pm         

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


