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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 22
ND

 MARCH 2018 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase (in the Chair)  

 

R Williams 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

D J Potter 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

 

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Mr C M Bowcutt – Town Warden 

 

 

375. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Reverend Reed. 

  

376. Minutes 
  

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 25
th

 January 2018 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

377.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 At the discretion of the Chair, the following item was brought forward.  It was then 

proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

378. Guildhall Public Conveniences Refurbishment 

 

 The Chair welcomed Mr Steve Hole – 3HW Architecture & Design Limited to the 

meeting. 

 

 Mr Hole circulated a report outlining the refurbishment options available to the 

Council including approximate costings. 

 

 The Town Clerk read the Fire Officer’s report that confirmed works were required to 

conform to the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 namely to establish a 30-minute 

fire separation between the public conveniences and the Guildhall. 

 

 Following the discussion it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Council continue with the refurbishment of the Guildhall public 

conveniences as set out in Option 1 of 3HW’s report plus investigate disabled access, and the 

Town Clerk explore options of funding the works. 

 

 The Chair thanked Mr Hole for attending. 
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 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the meeting re-opened to the public. 

 

379. Report of the Town Warden  

  

 Referring to Item 3 of the Town Warden’s report, the Mayor suggested that an article 

be produced to advise the public that the Fairground car park was owned and maintained by 

Cornwall Council and not the Town Council.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by 

Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk contact Cornwall Councillor Wallis to request that the 

surface of the Fairground car park be levelled. 

 

 In relation to Item 2, Councillor Thomas advised that, as Cornwall Councillor, he was 

campaigning for Belmont Road, Station Road and Water-Ma-Trout Industrial Estate to be 

included on the salting route.  He was also of the opinion that the Town Council should re-

visit the subject of salt bins.  Councillor Potter suggested that icy conditions should be 

included in an Emergency Plan and salt provided in strategic areas. 

 

 Regarding Item 5, Councillor Thomas advised that Cornwall Councillor Martin would 

be investigating the maintenance of the Five Wells railings. 

 

380. Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Clerk (previously circulated). 

 

 i)  Emergency Plan 

 

      Councillor Potter volunteered to lead a small group to produce an Emergency Plan 

advising that Councillor Grattan-Kane was also interested.  Councillor Williams also 

volunteered.  It was then proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Edgcumbe, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillors Williams, Potter and Grattan-Kane with the Town Clerk draft 

an Emergency Plan. 

 

 Councillor Thomas suggested enquiring if RNAS Culdrose had an Emergency Plan for 

incidents outside of the Air Station. 

 

 ii) Domain Names 

 

      On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the domain names listed in the Town Clerk’s report not be renewed. 

 

 iii) In-house General/Grounds Maintenance 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

 iv) Wedding Venue 

 

      This item was noted. 
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 v)  Twitter 

 

      Following a brief discussion and on the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by 

Councillor Thomas, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council create a Twitter Account. 

 

 vi) Roundabouts 

 

      This item was noted. 

 

 vii) Signage De-clutter 

 

      The Town Clerk updated Members on a meeting with the Cormac Assistant 

Highways & Environment Manager advising that a number of signs were overdue for 

replacement and it would be worth the Town Council waiting a short time before carrying out 

any sign de-cluttering.  This item was noted. 

 

 viii) Value Added Tax Registration 

 

         This item was noted. 

  

381.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

On the proposition of the Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

items of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

382. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 i) Flora Day Road Closure Security 

  

     Members considered a report by the Town Clerk, circulated prior to the meeting.  

Following the discussion it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Flora Day 2018 security contract be awarded to Nitoe Security for the 

sum of £1,216. 

 

 ii) Flora Day Portable Toilets 

 

     It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that South West Loos supply two portaloos on Flora Day for the sum of 

£100.00. 

 

iii) Flora Day Generator 

 

The Town Clerk advised Members of an additional quotation.  Following a brief 

discussion and on the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by the Chair, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Ellis Electrical Ltd supply the Flora Day generator for the sum of £1,044. 
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iv) Hanging Baskets 

        

 Members considered quotations received for the supply and installation of 26 hanging 

baskets.  It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the supply of hanging baskets 2018 be awarded to R Sanders for the sum 

of £854. 

 

 v) Portable Disabled Ramp 

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, and  

 

RESOLVED – that a portable disabled ramp and storage rack be purchased from Cornwall 

Mobility for the sum of £2,050 and the stair climber be written-off. 

 

 vi) Public Seat Outside the Andrew Hall  
 

 It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that a hardwood seat be purchased from Mr Trimble for the sum of £550. 

 

 vii) Lease of Land – Helston Scout Group 

 

 A discussion ensued at the conclusion of which it was proposed by the Mayor, 

seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RECOMMENDED – that: 

 

a) The area of land leased to the Helston Scout Group be increased to that 

indicated on the plan (Appendix I of the Town Clerk’s Confidential 

Report); 

 

b) Permission be granted for the Scout Group to enclose the land with a 2m 

high fence; and 

 

c) The lease be extended by 94 years to 2112. 

 

 viii) Guildhall Re-pointing 

 

 The Town Clerk gave a verbal update advising that the Guildhall Working Party had 

met the previous week to consider the tenders for further re-pointing works.  Following the 

debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Edgcumbe, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Guildhall re-pointing tender from Summit Roofing be accepted for the 

sum of £25,846. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.57pm         

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


