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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 24
TH

 MAY 2018 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase (in the Chair)  

 

R Williams 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

D J Potter 

Rev D P Reed 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

 

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Mr C M Bowcutt – Town Warden 

 

 

21. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Boase be re-elected as Chair of the Amenities Committee 

for the year 2018/19. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase abstained from the vote. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase took the Chair at 7.02pm. 

 

 It was then proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Chair, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Reverend Reed be re-elected as Vice-Chair for the ensuing 

year. 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed abstained from the vote. 

 

  

22. Minutes 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 28
th

 March 2018 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

 

23. National Trust 

 

 The Chair welcomed Mr Mike Hardy – Head Ranger at Penrose Estate to the meeting. 

 

 Mr Hardy updated Members on local National Trust activities as follows: 

 

 Penrose had provided greenery to the Flora Day Association for the first time; 

 

 Open Farm Sunday was an event taking place on 10
th

 June when visitors could 

discover what it was like to be a farmer; 
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 The Penrose Drive gate had been removed and would be replaced with a new 

one; 

 

 Year 6 school pupils had attended an annual event for the eleventh year. A 

pupil at the first event had attended as a Teaching Assistant this year; 

 

 Work was continuing with the diversion of the coastal footpath between Loe 

Bar and Porthleven due to the collapse and erosion of the existing path.  There 

would be 650 metres of new path that required survey work, consultations and 

planning permission; 

 

 The Environment Agency was in the process of installing a large gravity pipe 

to ease backing up of the Cober.  The pipe would replace the temporary 

pumping system currently in operation. 

 

 

 Mr Hardy then answered Members’ questions. 

 

 

24. Appointments to the Licensing Consultative Group 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Chair (Cllr Mrs Boase) and Councillor Mrs Geer be re-appointed onto 

the Licensing Consultative Group. 

 

 

25. Appointments to the Emergency Plan Working Party 

  

 It was proposed by Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Thomas and 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillors Williams and Potter along with Councillor Grattan-Kane be 

re-appointed onto the Emergency Plan Working Party. 

 

 

26. Litter Bin  

  

 Councillor Thomas advised that he had received requests for the provision of a waste 

bin in Five Wells Lane. He informed the Committee that a member of the public regularly 

picked up litter but there was no bin to deposit it in. 

 

 The Town Clerk informed Members that a post-mounted waste bin would cost 

approximately £100 and the annual cost of emptying would be approximately £550 per 

annum.  

 

 Following the discussion it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Warden explore the possibility of relocating an existing waste 

bin to Five Wells Lane. 

 

 It had been proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, 

that Helston Town Council purchase a new waste bin for Five Wells Lane and commission 

Cornwall Council to include it in their waste collection contract.  The Motion failed. 
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27. St Michaels Churchyard 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that he had been contacted by several members of the 

public concerned about the lack of grounds maintenance in St Michaels Churchyard.  He also 

informed Members that the Helston in Bloom group would be interested in assisting to re-

establish bluebells in the Churchyard and reduce the wild garlic. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council had been offered £600 by Cornwall 

Council in June 2017 to take over the grounds maintenance and reminded Members that the 

decision at that time was for the Town Council and Parochial Church Council to each 

contribute £200 per year for two extra cuts.  However, the Town Council has since employed 

its own Grounds Maintenance Operative which was a new option to consider. 

 

 A discussion ensued at the conclusion of which it was proposed by Councillor Potter, 

seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk explore the in-house grounds maintenance of St Michaels 

Churchyard. 

 

 It was further agreed that the Helston in Bloom group be included in the discussions 

and any future arrangement. 

 

 

28. Report of the Town Warden 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Warden circulated prior to the meeting.  

The Town Warden and Town Clerk answered Members’ questions regarding Flora Day, 

damaged play equipment and weed-spraying in the town centre. 

 

 On behalf of the Committee, Councillor Thomas thanked the Town Warden for his 

report and all that he does for the town.  

 

 At the conclusion of the item the Town Clerk suggested that issues raised in the Town 

Warden’s report could be incorporated into his own thus relieving the Town Warden from 

attending every Amenities Committee meeting.  Following a brief discussion it was proposed 

by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that:  

 

a) the Town Clerk incorporate issues raised by the Town Warden into his own report 

and therefore the Town Warden was not required to attend every meeting; and 

 

b) the Town Warden and General/Grounds Maintenance Operative attend one 

Amenities Committee meeting annually. 

 

 

29. Emergency Plan 

 

 Councillor Potter updated Members on the progress towards drafting a Community 

Emergency Plan for Helston.  He advised that he had begun to draft the Community 

Emergency Plan document and the group had met with Fire Officers at the Helston Fire 

Station.  He also informed Members that the group would be meeting with Cornwall Council’s 

Resilience Manager the following day to obtain further advice and guidance. 
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30. Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Clerk (previously circulated). 

 

 i)  Wedding Venue 

 

      Members thanked the Town Clerk and office staff for the success of the first two 

      weddings held in the Guildhall. The item was then noted. 

 

 ii)   Monument Walk Shelter 

 iii)  Roundabouts  

 iv)  Serco Apprentices  

 v)   Damaged Play Equipment 

 vi)  Flora Day 2018 

 vii) Trengrouse Way (The Parade) Public Conveniences 

 

        The above items were noted. 

 

 viii) Donation of a Tree 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the donation of a tree be accepted and delegated authority be given to the 

Chair and Vice-chair to agree the location. 

 

 

31.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 
 

On the proposition of the Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, 

it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

items of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 

32. Civic Sunday Road Closure Security 

 

 The Town Clerk gave a verbal report on the Civic Sunday road closure security. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Chair, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the award of the Civic Sunday road closure security contract be delegated 

to the Town Clerk. 

 

  

Meeting closed at 8.55pm         

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


