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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON WEDNESDAY 3
RD 

MAY 2017 AT 6.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors:  J Martin (in the Chair) 

  

R J L Boase 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

 

P E Williams 

Councillor R Williams was also present 

 

 

Officers: Miss P J Lavelle – Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 

447. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Mrs Roberts. 

 

448. Minutes 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor P E Williams, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20
th

 April 2017 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

449. Cornwall Councillors Observations 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had only two days left as a 

Cornwall Councillor and had recently been investigating an issue regarding the creation of a 

drive at 11 Parc an Dower.  She advised that there had been an application by Coastline 

Housing to create double parking spaces in the gardens of several properties in the area 

including this property which had been approved.  However, Coastline was not currently in a 

position to proceed with the works.  Since the planning permission was approved the property 

occupier had purchased 11 Parc an Dower and had created a drive.  The driveway was not in 

accordance with the approved plans as it was concrete not a permeable surface as detailed on 

the plans.  The permission was also for a double driveway which gave greater visibility when 

entering/ exiting the site which was not present with the single driveway which had been 

created.  She advised that she could submit an Enforcement Complaint but would not be in 

post as a Cornwall Councillor to follow up on the issue and expressed the opinion that it could 

be better if the Town Council reported it.  Councillor Mrs Haycock confirmed that she had 

kept the Deputy Town Clerk informed of her investigations. 

 

 The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Haycock for her help and assistance as a Cornwall 

Councillor on behalf of Helston Town Council and the Planning Committee in particular. 
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450. Public Participation 
 

 A neighbouring resident spoke in objection to Application PA17/03287 and made the 

following points: 

 

 Her property was located next to the development site and whilst her land was 

listed as domestic garden the building itself did extend into this land; 

 She expressed concern with overlook from the proposed properties which would 

impinge on the privacy of the master bedroom and part of the living room; 

 She was of the opinion that four houses was too much for the area and felt her 

property would be overshadowed and overwhelmed; 

 The planned development was substantially larger than the existing buildings and 

she felt the proposal was excessive; 

 She was not against development of the site and was of the opinion that a smaller 

development the size of the existing buildings would be acceptable; 

 She advised that the corner of her building which could be seen from the site was 

not the end of the building as her bedroom extended into the garden behind the 

fence. 

 

 The Applicant spoke in support of Application PA17/03287 and made the following 

points: 

 

 The site was a sustainable piece of land which was under-utilised; 

 The proposed dwellings were styled to be in keeping with the Conservation Area 

and with other developments in the area; 

 The proposed dwellings would be located on the east of the site to minimise the 

effect on the neighbouring property with the parking located closer to the adjacent 

property; 

 The proposal was for four small one bedroom properties as he was of the opinion 

that there was a need for smaller affordable housing in the town; 

 He was of the opinion that the proposed new dwellings would be barely visible 

from the neighbouring property due to the difference in ground levels; 

 He was relaying the cobbles on the site which would be in keeping with the 

Conservation Area and would assist with drainage as a permeable surface; 

 The style of the building was designed to replicate the existing so that a gable end 

could still be seen from Church Street. 

 

 In response to a question the Applicant advised that the premises were currently not in 

use but had previously been used by Oliver’s Furnishers.  In response to a further question he 

advised that he had only been in contact with the Case Officer regarding highways issues but 

confirmed there would only be five parking spaces on site so there would be no increase in 

traffic flow. 

 

 Councillor R Williams expressed the opinion that this area was the oldest section of 

Helston and he hoped that the Planning Committee gave consideration to the appearance of 

the proposed development to ensure it was in keeping with the vicinity. 
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451. Planning Applications 

 

 Category I Recommendation 

 

 (i) Planning Application PA17/02534 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Removal of existing conservatory 

  and replacement with block built extension 

  including roof-light 

  17 St Johns Road, Helston 

  For Mr D Buckingham Approval 

 

 The delegated decision of the Chair and Vice-Chair was noted and it was accepted that 

the Cornwall Council Planning Officer be notified of the recommendation accordingly. 

 

 Category II 

 

 (ii) Planning Application PA17/03017 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Construction of flat dormer including roof lights 

  replacement of existing extension with two storey 

  extensions and associated works 

  Morwenna, Gander Lane, Helston 

  For Mr and Mrs Trevena 

  

 Councillor Thomas visited the application site and gave a presentation with the aid of 

photographs. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended refusal of Application PA17/03017 as 

Members were of the opinion that insufficient information was provided regarding the 

dimensions of the development, in particular the height of the roof, and there were no details 

of the existing chimney on either the existing or proposed drawings. 

 

 (iii) Planning Application PA17/03287 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Demolition of storage sheds and 

  erection of four one bed dwellings 

  Garage and premises, Church Street, Helston 

  For Plotlink Ltd 

 

 The Chair visited the application site and gave a presentation with the aid of 

photographs.  During the debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor P E Williams, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow the Applicant to respond to a 

question. 
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 In response to a question the Applicant advised that the front of the building would be 

located at the existing ground level with the ground built up at the rear to level the site. 

 

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

 It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA17/03287 

subject to the consent of the Highways Officer as Members were of the opinion that the 

proposal would be an improvement of the site. 

 

 (iv) Planning Application PA17/03104 

  Application Type: Full Application  

  Change of use to dual use of library (D1) 

  and office (A2) for Department for Work and Pensions 

  including alteration to rear garage to provide 

  ancillary children's library 

  Helston Library, Trengrouse Way, Helston  

  For Cornwall Council 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase visited the application site and gave a presentation. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA17/03104 as 

Members were of the opinion that the proposal would be a planning gain for the building and 

the area. 

 

452. Planning Decisions 
 

 Details of Planning Decision Notices received since the last Meeting were tabled and 

noted. 

 

453. Correspondence Relating to Planning Applications 

 

 PA17/03866 – The Deputy Town Clerk advised that she had received a notification 

from Cornwall Council in respect of non-material amendments for Application PA17/03866 

and briefly outlined the proposed changes.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by the 

Chair, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA17/03866. 
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454. Planning Training 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk updated Members on both her and the Town Clerk’s efforts 

to arrange planning training with Cornwall Council and advised that Cornwall Council 

intended to train Mrs Mason from CALC to provide planning training.  She further advised 

that following a suggestion she had contacted Mr Mosely, a planning agent and former 

Cornwall Council Senior Planning Officer, who was willing to provide planning training for 

Members for a small fee.  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, 

seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Town Council accept training from Mr Mosely at a cost of £25; 

b) the Town Council also receive planning training from CALC with a question and 

answer session at the end; and 

c) the training events be held on the same evening as a Planning Committee meeting. 

 

455. Potential Planning Enforcement Matters 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in the following item and left the 

meeting at 7.42pm. 

 

 i) Creation of Driveway, 11 Beacon Parc – Members considered the creation of a 

driveway not in accordance with approved plans at 11 Beacon Parc which had been raised by 

Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock earlier in the meeting.  Following a brief debate it was 

proposed by the Chair, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council submit an Enforcement Complaint regarding the 

formation of a driveway not in accordance with approved plans at 11 Beacon Parc. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 7.45pm. 

 

 ii) Failure to replace tree, Penhellis House Nursing Home – The Deputy Town 

Clerk confirmed that it had been a year since the tree covered by a TPO had been removed at 

Penhellis House Nursing Home, Cross Street and the replacement tree required under the 

planning conditions had not been planted.  On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by the 

Chair, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council submit an Enforcement Complaint regarding the non-

compliance with planning conditions in respect of the replanting of a replacement tree. 
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 iii) Boundary Treatment, Gwealdues Court – Councillor Thomas advised that he 

had been contacted by several neighbouring residents who were concerned with the lack of 

screening for the site which had been included in the planning permission.  The Deputy Town 

Clerk confirmed that the approved plans for the development included the retention of the 

boundary fencing and bank on the west boundary and the retention of the block wall on the 

north boundary with additional planting of trees on the south east and east boundaries.  She 

further advised that the planning permission included a condition that any of the existing trees 

and plants which died or were removed within a period of 5 years should be replaced within 

the next planting season.  Members noted that the resident of plot 5 had dug into the boundary 

and had also removed a tree and erected a shed on the boundary. 

 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the 

Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) an Enforcement Complaint be submitted for the failure to provide boundary screening 

for the development;  

b) an Enforcement Complaint be submitted for the excavation of the bank, removal of a 

tree and erection of a shed on the boundary adjacent to plot 5 Gwealdues Court; and 

c) the excavation of the boundary be reported to Cornwall Council Building Control to 

ensure that the works had not impacted on the neighbouring property which is located 

at a higher ground level close to the bank. 

 

 Councillor Thomas agreed to contact the complainants to update them on the action 

being taken by the Town Council. 

 

456. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor P E Williams, seconded by the Mayor, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

456. Outstanding Enforcement Issues 

 

 i) Case Number EN17/00498 

 Unauthorised replacement of portico roof on  

 Grade II Listed Building 

 Flora Cinema, 17 Wendron Street, Helston 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk informed Members that there was no further information to 

report. 
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 ii) Case Number EN17/00527 

 Replacement of granite edged pathway with concrete  

 pathway not in keeping with a Conservation Area 

  39 Church Street, Helston  

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk updated Members on the status of the Enforcement 

Complaint. 

 

 iii) Case Number EN17/00747 

  Works to the portico not in keeping with a Grade II  

  Listed Building in the Conservation Area 

  The Angel Hotel, 16 Coinagehall Street, Helston 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk updated Members on the status of the Enforcement 

Complaint. 

 

Meeting Closed at 8.06pm 

 

       Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

       Chairman 


