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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 19
TH

 OCTOBER 2017 AT 6.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors:  J Martin (in the Chair) 

  

R J L Boase 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

Mrs N Roberts 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers: Miss P J Lavelle – Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 

190. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Reverend Reed. 

 

191. Minutes 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5
th

 October 2017 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

192. Cornwall Councillors Observations 
 

 The Chair and Councillor Thomas advised that they would be considering planning 

applications as Town Councillors rather than Cornwall Councillors.   

 

193. Public Participation 
 

 A resident of Godolphin Road expressed concern with the collapsed wall in Godolphin 

Road advising that the temporary repair of bulk bags, which partly blocked the pavement, had 

been in situ for nearly two years.  She expressed concern with the stability of the remaining 

wall and the potential for more stones to fall over winter.  She advised that the partial 

obstruction of the pavement was causing difficulty for a visually impaired pedestrian and she 

was concerned there could be an accident.  She further advised that the bulk bags were very 

unsightly due to an accumulation of litter and weeds which was detrimental to the Town 

Council’s work to improve the appearance of the town and requested confirmation on what 

was being done to resolve the issue.  The Chair advised that an update on the situation was 

included in the meeting.   

 

 Neighbouring residents spoke in objection to Application PA17/08982 and made the 

following points: 

 

 Lock-up garages were not built any longer and the loss of this facility which 

provided secure storage would not be replaced; 

 People wanted secure places to store the cars and possessions and were prepared 

to pay for the privilege with there being a waiting list for the garages; 

 Oates Road was a small narrow street with refuse vehicles and emergency 

vehicles often having to mount the pavement to gain access, he was concerned 
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that further housing would compound traffic issues, particularly during the 

construction phase, which would put the safety and well-being of existing 

residents at risk; 

 He briefly outlined the parking available in the area advising that the residents 

only car park in Vyvyan Place was not enforced by Coastline Housing despite 

several requests and he had no faith that any parking provided by the application 

to mitigate the loss of the garages would be enforced; 

 The additional parking cited in the application was in places already used for      

on-street parking with the proposed installation of parking bays actually creating 

fewer spaces than the number of cars which currently park in the area resulting in 

a reduction of available parking; 

 If the parking bays were created it was likely it would encourage parking on both 

sides of at one end of Beacon Parc which would mean cars parking alongside the 

children’s play area placing children at potential risk with a worst case scenario of 

people parking on the green where children played; 

 The parking issues would also impact on visitors including those visiting 

Trengrouse House and those working at St Michaels School together with people 

who worked in the town as many parked in Beacon Parc and the surrounding area; 

 He expressed the opinion that from a financial perspective the proposal would 

only result in a small increase in income over the garages; 

 He was of the opinion that finding a space to park would become a lottery which 

would cause neighbourhood disputes; 

 He did not believe that any tenants for the garages had received a letter of 

consultation from Coastline Housing; 

 The proposal would result in no gain in parking just more obstruction; 

 He was of the opinion that Coastline Housing should prove that the garages were 

not needed; 

 Coastline Housing had instructed contractors to carry out preliminary excavation 

works in the area blocking access to her garage without any notice, when she had 

contacted Coastline Housing they denied carrying out the works but the 

contractors had confirmed that they were working for Coastline Housing; 

 He was a private home owner in Trengrouse Way and rented a garage to have a 

parking space.  He was concerned that the loss of the parking would have a 

detrimental effect on his house price; 

 He expressed concern that the lack of available parking could impact on the use of 

the Air Cadet and Army Cadet halls located in this area, which were also hired by 

local businesses; 

 He was concerned that the proposed buildings would impact on the view of 

Trengrouse Way from the camera in Clodgey Lane; 

 He appreciated the need for social housing but did not feel that this was the 

appropriate area; 

 The turning area was congested both during the day and evening causing 

difficulty accessing the area particularly for emergency vehicles, this would be 

exacerbated by the proposals and caused concern for the safety of pedestrians 

including school children traveling through the site; and 

 Her partner, who had recently passed away, had required an ambulance but it had 

been unable to park close to their property and he had been wheeled to the 

ambulance on a trolley which lacked dignity, she was of the opinion that this lack 

of emergency access would only be exacerbated by the reduction in available 

parking in the area. 
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 Councillor Williams advised that he lived in the area and confirmed that he had been 

contacted by residents who were concerned by the proposals.  He advised that the area was a 

balanced community with everything working well but expressed concern that the proposal 

could impact on the community spirit. 

 

194. Planning Applications 

 

 Category I Recommendation 

 

 (i) Planning Application PA17/08864 

  Application Type: Listed Building Consent 

  Repairs to pointing, kilas stone and plasterboard  

  in bedroom 

  3 West Lodge, Meneage Parc, Helston 

  For Devon and Cornwall Housing Ltd Approval 

 

 (ii) Planning Application PA17/09122 

  Application Type: Tree Preservation Order   

  Fell one sycamore and crown raise two sycamores 

  Bryher, 13 Marconi Close, Helston 

  For Mrs E Ball  Approval 

 

 (iii) Planning Application PA17/09120 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Loft conversion with rear dormer. 

  Single storey rear extension,  

  raised decked area and internal alterations. 

  7 Nansloe Close, Helston 

  For Mr & Mrs D Hutchinson Approval  

 

 The delegated decisions of the Chair and Vice-Chair were noted and it was accepted 

that the Cornwall Council Planning Officer be notified of the recommendations accordingly. 

 

 Category II 

 

 (iv) Planning Application PA17/08982 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Proposed demolition of existing garages 

  and construction of 4no dwellings and 

  associated parking along with 

  additional parking to Beacon Parc. 

  Lock up garages, Oates Road, Helston 

  For Coastline Housing Ltd 

 

 The Chair visited the application site and gave a presentation with the aid of 

photographs. 

 

 It was proposed by the Chair, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended refusal of Application PA17/08982 as 

members were of the opinion that: 
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a) the proposal would result in a loss of amenity for residents due to the removal of 

the garages; 

b) the development would exacerbate existing traffic management issues in the area 

due to the loss of parking and increased congestion in the vicinity as the proposed 

parking creation resulted in a net decrease of current parking; 

c) the site was not identified as an urban housing site within the Helston Town 

Framework; and 

d) there were inaccuracies in the parking numbers provided in the application. 

 

 (v) Planning Application PA17/08892 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Proposed rear extension 

  46 Hellis Wartha, Helston 

  For Mr Crapp 

 

 The Mayor visited the application site and gave a presentation with the aid of 

photographs. 

 

 It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by the Chair, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA17/08892. 

 

 

 At the discretion of the Chair Agenda item 8 was brought forward. 

 

195. Update on collapsed wall in Godolphin Road 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin updated the Committee on the status of the collapsed wall 

in Godolphin Road to advise that Cormac Solutions were chasing the reinstatement of the 

wall and the owner had recently requested consent to repair the damage.  Cormac Solutions 

had advised the owner that due to the complexity of the structure in close proximity to the 

highway the designs would require technical approval to ensure further issues do not occur 

but no designs have so far been submitted.  Councillor Martin confirmed that Cormac 

Solutions had referred the matter back to Cornwall Council for advice and instruction on how 

to proceed and/ or enforce and the issue was now being dealt with by the Highway and 

Environment Manager for the area. 

 

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council contact Cornwall Council to recommend that 

enforcement action be taken to resolve the collapsed wall at the earliest opportunity. 

 

196. Adjournment 

 

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Meeting of the Planning Committee stood adjourned at 7.14pm. 

 

 The Meeting of the Planning Committee resumed at 8.35pm 
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197. Planning Decisions 
 

 Details of Planning Decision Notices received since the last Meeting were tabled and 

noted. 

 

198. Correspondence Relating to Planning Applications 

 

 i) Application PA17/06758 – The Deputy Town Clerk advised that the Town 

Council’s recommendation for Application PA17/08808 (4 dwellings, garages at Trelawney 

Road) was contrary to the Planning Officer’s view and a request for confirmation on how to 

proceed under the Local Council Protocol had been circulated to Members via e-mail.  The 

Deputy Town Clerk advised that based on the majority response received a request that the 

application be considered by the West Sub-Area Planning Committee had been submitted to 

the Planning Officer. 

 

 ii) Co-housing Presentation – The Deputy Town Clerk confirmed that an e-mail had 

been received from Councillor Potter advising that a Co-housing Presentation was being held 

in the Guildhall at 7pm on Wednesday 25
th

 October.  The Deputy Town Clerk confirmed that 

Councillor Potter had indicated that the event was an introduction to co-housing and could be 

useful to those involved in planning. 

 

199. Potential Planning Enforcement Matters 

 

 i) Caravan, Manor Way – Councillor Kenchington updated Members on the 

situation with the caravan at Manor Way and confirmed that he would continue to pursue the 

matter on behalf of the Town Council.  Councillor Thomas confirmed that he was also 

continuing to pursue the matter on behalf of Cornwall Council. 

 

 

Meeting Closed at 8.52pm 

 

 

       Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

       Chairman 


