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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 26
TH

 JULY 2018 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase (in the Chair)  

 

R Williams 

M H Thomas 

D J Potter 

 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

 The Mayor was also present at the meeting. 

 

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Miss P J Lavelle – Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 

 

95. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillor Mrs Geer and Councillor 

Reverend Reed. 

 

 

96. Declarations of Interest 

 

 Councillor Potter declared an interest in the request from a resident item 4 of the Town 

Clerk’s Report (Agenda item 10) as he knew the resident. 

 

 

97. Public Participation 

 

 A member of the public advised that, as a nearby resident, he had written in regarding 

the Penmere Close/ Gweal Wartha open space which was almost fully enclosed apart from an 

open entrance way to request that a gate be installed to completely enclose the area.  He 

advised that he used the area for training a young puppy and it would be useful if the area was 

enclosed. He expressed the opinion that the enclosure of the open space would also be an 

improvement for children playing in the area.  In response to questions he advised that whilst 

the area was on a slope it was still suitable for his needs and he was aware of some other dog 

owners who thought his suggestion was beneficial although he had not canvassed the area to 

get everyone’s opinion.  He advised that the area was not well used and he believed his 

proposal would be an improvement. 

 

 

98. Minutes 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 24
th

 May 2018 be approved and signed 

as a true record. 
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99. Helston (Cober) Flood Alleviation Scheme 

 

Representatives from the Environment Agency and Arcadis gave a presentation on the 

Helston (Cober) Flood Alleviation Scheme outlining the work taking place at Loe Pool and 

proposed works along the River Cober in the St Johns area of Helston which, subject to 

funding, could potentially commence in Summer 2019.  The representatives then responded to 

Members’ questions. 

 

 

100. Equipped Play Area  
  

 Councillor Thomas advised that historically there had been a play area located in 

Manor Close but this had been tucked away and also had become dilapidated and was unfit for 

its purpose.  He confirmed that there had been a plan to replace the play area but it had soon 

become apparent that the site was not suitable with Cornwall Council officers advising that 

play areas needed to be open and overlooked.  Councillor Thomas further advised that he had 

been contacted by a resident who was suggesting that a play area be located on the green in 

Trenethick Avenue as an alternative to the previous site.  Councillor Thomas advised that the 

idea was in the very early stages and would require support from residents, Helston Town 

Council and Cornwall Council before funding could be sought.  He advised that the estate did 

not have a play area and he was suggesting one for younger children from toddlers to 

potentially 7 year olds.  Councillor Thomas requested Members’ views and advised that, if the 

Town Council was supportive he would contact Cornwall Council and the neighbouring 

residents to obtain their views on the proposal.  A brief debate ensued at the conclusion of 

which it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, and 

 

RESOLVED – that, in principle, the Town Council supported the installation of a children’s 

play area on the green at Trenethick Avenue and further investigations be carried out to 

establish the feasibility. 

 

 

101. Green Helston 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk updated Members on her report on Green Helston (circulated 

prior to the meeting) to advise that she had received a response from the Waste & 

Environmental Contracts Officer at Cornwall Council.  He advised that there would need to be 

enough bins to collect the desired commodities of glass, plastic/cans, paper and card as the 

recycling could not be mixed together although the Council could target common 

commodities such as plastic bottles and cans which could be mixed.  The Deputy Town Clerk 

informed Members that the officer had confirmed from his experience street recycling bins 

rarely produced good quality waste due to contamination and advised that the waste from 

recycling bins in a nearby town was always so contaminated that it was usually sent for 

disposal rather than recycling.   

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor 

Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council did not investigate recycling bins when it considered 

the replacement of the town bins. 

 

 In respect of the Plastic Free Coastlines Campaign, the Deputy Town Clerk confirmed 

that Lizard Peninsula Friends of the Earth had offered their support for the initiative. 
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 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Potter, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council would: 

 

i) limit its usage of single use plastics and source sustainable alternatives; 

ii) restrict the usage of single use plastics at events it holds; 

iii) hold a stock of recycling bins and bags; 

iv) participate in and promote the Refill Tap Water Scheme; 

v) re-establish the Keep Helston Tidy Working Party; 

vi) in principle, participate in the Plastic Free Coastline Campaign and seek further 

information and expressions of interest from the local community; and 

vii) engage with community groups in Helston in respect of Green Helston. 

 

 The Chair, the Mayor, Councillor Potter and Edgcumbe indicated their interest in 

forming the Keep Helston Tidy Working Party. 

 

 

102. Flora Day 2018 

 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk regarding Flora Day 2018 (circulated 

prior to the meeting).  The Chair suggested that it would be beneficial to include an advert for 

craft traders for the Flora Day Market in the Helston Advertiser.  The Town Clerk advised that 

the road closure times for the following year’s event would be extended slightly with traders 

allowed to bring vehicles in from 7pm to 8pm with the road fully opened from 8pm.  The 

Chair suggested that the traders be given passes to allow the static guards to identify them.  

Members discussed the merits of retaining the road closure on the Porthleven Road and raised 

concern with the vehicles left in the town centre within the road closure.  The Town Clerk 

outlined the actions that the Flora Day Association planned to take to prevent this issue in 

future years and advised that Cornwall Council was investigating what assistance it could 

offer.  Councillor Thomas advised that he would speak to the relevant people in his capacity 

as a Cornwall Councillor to confirm what could be done. 

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Potter, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the report was noted and the Town Council continued to close the 

Porthleven Road for Flora Day. 

 

 

103. Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Clerk (previously circulated). 

 

 i)  Public Seat – Outside the Andrew Hall 

 

  The Town Clerk advised that the bench was due to be installed the following day 

and confirmed that a request had been received that the new bench be dedicated to the two 

policemen who tragically lost their lives in Porthleven during the storm of 12
th

/ 13
th

 December 

1978. 
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  It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the bench outside of the Andrew Hall be dedicated to the two policemen. 

 

 ii) Monument Walk Shelter 

 

  This item was noted. 

 

 iii) Roundabouts  

 

  On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that, subject to funding being obtained to bring the Redruth Road Roundabout 

up to standard, the Town Council supported the inclusion of on-going maintenance for the 

roundabout into the existing Service Level Agreement with Cornwall Council. 

 

  Councillor Potter expressed his thanks to Trevena Cross Nurseries for their 

support with the roundabouts and the Mayor indicated that he would send a formal letter of 

thanks on behalf of the Town Council. 

 

  Councillor Potter queried the workload of the General/ Grounds Maintenance 

Operative and following confirmation that he was at capacity, expressed the opinion that if the 

Town Council wished to take on more areas it would need to employ additional grounds 

maintenance staff. 

 

 iv) Open Space – Penmere Close/Gweal Wartha  

 

  The Town Clerk advised that he had contacted the Open Space Officer at 

Cornwall Council regarding the request to install a gate to enclose the Penmere Close/ Gweal 

Wartha open space and read his response which was not supportive of the proposal.  On the 

proposition of Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow the member of the public to 

speak. 

 

  The member of the public expressed the opinion that the size of the gate could be 

varied dependent on the size required by the Cormac operatives and gave examples of other 

areas which had a large maintenance gate incorporating a pedestrian gate. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

  Councillor Thomas advised that he would pursue this matter with Cornwall 

Council officers as the local Cornwall Councillor for the area. 

 

 v) Damaged Play Equipment 

 

  This item was noted. 

 

 vi) Donation of a Tree  

 

  This item was noted. 
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 vii) Drinking Water Fountain 

 

  This item was noted. 

 

 viii) Five Wells – Litter Bin 

 

  This item was noted. 

 

 ix) Litter 

 

  The Committee agreed that a seagull proof sack leaflet drop be carried out at 

Bulwark and Carey Parc. 

 

 x) Wellmoor Play Area - Fence 

 

  The Town Clerk advised that a site meeting had taken place prior to the meeting 

and it had been suggested that advice be sought on how to alleviate the problem caused by the 

spring.  On the proposition of Councillor Potter, seconded by the Chair, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk approach a professional organisation to obtain advice on 

the drainage problem and what could be done. 

 

  It was agreed that the Town Clerk also contact Cornwall Council regarding this 

issue. 

 

 

104. Emergency Plan 

 

 Councillor Potter updated Members on the Emergency Plan advising that the Working 

Party had held a second meeting with Cornwall Council’s Resilience & Emergency Officer 

and the plan had progressed to the stage when it would shortly be seeking volunteers to fill the 

positions. 

 

 This item was noted. 

 

 

105.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 
 

On the proposition of the Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

items of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 

106. Works to the Guildhall 

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members on the works to be carried out at the Guildhall and 

advised that an amended quotation had been received.  It was proposed by the Chair, seconded 

by Councillor Edgcumbe, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the amended quotation for works to the Guildhall from Summit Roofing 

for the reduced cost of £24,798.45 be accepted. 
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107. Mayoral Board 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the quotation to update the Mayoral Board from Parc Signs Ltd be 

accepted at a cost of £140.75. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.11pm         

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


