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MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON TUESDAY 10
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 
Councillors:  T E Grattan-Kane (in the Chair) 

 

J Martin (Town Mayor) 

  

Mrs N Roberts 

 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

 

 

100. Apologies 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Thomas and Potter. 

 

101. Absent Without Submitting Apologies 

 

 Cllrs R J L Boase and Mrs Boase were absent without submitting apologies. 

 

102. Minutes 
 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9
th

 July 2019 be approved and signed as 

a true record. 

 

103. Budget Monitoring Statement 

Members considered the Budget Monitoring Statement to 31
st
 July 2019 (previously 

circulated) and to 31
st
 August 2019 tabled at the meeting. It was proposed by the Mayor, 

seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Budget Monitoring Statements be noted. 

 

104. Internal Audit by Members 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk that contained details of an internal 

audit conducted by Councillor Mrs Boase on 27
th

 August 2019.  The Town Clerk reminded 

Members that this was the first of three such audits during the financial year.  On the 

proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Internal Audit report be noted. 

 

105. External Audit 

 The Town Clerk advised that the 2018/19 Annual Governance and Accountability 

Return had been received back from the External Auditor.  The Town Clerk informed Members 

that the External Auditor required two figures to be adjusted that did not affect the bottom line 

balance. 

 

 Following a brief discussion it was proposed by the Chair, seconded by the Mayor, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the adjustments to the Annual Governance and Accountability Return be 

noted.106. Guildhall Fire Risk Assessment 
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 Members gave consideration to the Fire Risk Assessment circulated prior to the meeting.  

In response to a question, the Town Clerk confirmed that the maximum number of staff present 

in the Guildhall at any given time was nine and he would adjust the figure on page 3 of the Fire 

Risk Assessment.  It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Fire Risk Assessment, as amended, be accepted. 

 

107. Environmental Policy Statement 

 Members reviewed the Environmental Policy Statement.  It was agreed to include a 

reference to the Helston Climate Action Group.  Following the brief discussion it was proposed 

by Councillor Edgcumbe, seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Environmental Policy Statement, as amended, be approved. 

 

108. Community Engagement Policy 

 The Committee reviewed the Community Engagement Policy.  On the proposition of the 

Chair, seconded by Councillor Edgcumbe, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Community Engagement Policy be approved as set out. 

 

109. Local Government Pensions Scheme (LGPS) ‘Discretions Policy’ 

 The Town Clerk advised that Members had reviewed the LGPS Discretions Policy at the 

previous meeting but he had been made aware of a new ‘Discretion’ that required Members’ 

consideration.  Members considered the Town Clerk’s recommendation, previously circulated, 

and on the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the LGPS Discretions Policy No.11 be accepted as set out. 

 

110. Helston WW1 Heritage Project Funds 

 The Town Clerk informed the Committee that the Helston WW1 Heritage Project had a 

balance of £623.45 from the Council’s £2,500 grant at the end of the project and enquired 

whether the funds should be returned to the Council for re-distribution or donated to the Poppy 

Appeal. 

 

 The Chair was of the opinion that the grant was for a specific purpose and could be     

re-allocated to other local organisations as there were many small projects that could benefit.  

He added that the Helston WW1 Project Group had spent its money wisely but the Town 

Council should be able to re-distribute the remaining balance of the grant. 

 

 The Town Clerk informed the Committee that he had received an email from Councillor 

Mrs Boase who was of the same opinion as the Chair. 

 

 Following the discussion it was proposed by the Chair, seconded by the Mayor, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the balance of the Town Council grant held by the WW1 Helston Project 

Group be returned to the Council. 

 

 

Meeting closed 7.17pm.      Confirmed 

 

 

  Chair 


