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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 26
TH

 JANUARY 2017 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor)  

D J Potter 

P E Williams 

Rev D P Reed 

  

 

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Mr C M Bowcutt – Town Warden 

  Miss R Cook – Administrative Assistant (observing) 

  

349. Apologies 

 The Town Clerk advised that an apology for non-attendance had been submitted by 

Councillor Harrison. 

 

350. Minutes 
 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor P E Williams, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 24
th

 November 2016 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

351. Matters Arising 
 Referring to Min. No.270/2016 the Town Clerk advised that the target crowd-funding 

sum had been achieved by the member of the public.  He further advised that he would 

appoint the security company upon receipt of the funds. 

  

352. Report of the Town Warden 

 Members considered the report of the Town Warden circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor P E Williams, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the report be noted. 

 

353. Flora Day Road Closure 

 The Mayor advised that she had requested the decision to not close the Porthleven 

Road on Flora Day be reconsidered because she had been contacted by several members of 

the public who felt the road should continue to be closed.  She reminded Members that the 

Road Closure application was not expensive but the security was the largest expense.  The 

Town Clerk confirmed that the security for that road alone in 2016 was £800.  The Mayor 

then suggested crowd-funding as a means of financing the closure as the Council had 

withdrawn the budget for 2017/18.  The Town Clerk reminded the Committee that if 

Cornwall Council granted the Fair a license to operate from the car park and it considered it 

necessary to close the road then Members had considered it should be the responsibility of 

Cornwall Council to organise. 

 

 Councillor Potter was of the opinion that the decision to close the road should be 

made first and the funding worked out later. 

 

 

 



 2 

 

 

 Councillor R Williams stated that no price could be put on a life and public safety was 

paramount. 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed said he could not imagine the public getting to the fair 

without the road being closed. 

 

 Councillor Thomas reminded Members that the original decision to withdraw the 

Flora Day market from the Porthleven Road was due to the difficulties of attracting traders as 

they could not leave until midnight when the Fair closed and therefore the best use of public 

money was to not close the road.  However, on reflection he was of the opinion that the road 

should be closed in 2017 and volunteers sought to assist the Town Warden on the day. 

 

 The Town Clerk read two letters from Cornwall Councillor Wallis in which he 

objected to the non-closure but advised that Cornwall Council could not contribute to the 

expenses.  He further advised that Cornwall Council received £1,900 from the Fair but this 

was used to maintain the car park surface and helped to keep it free of charges, however, he 

was pursuing the Fair operators for a contribution.   

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Porthleven Road be closed for Flora Day 2017 and, if required, funded from 

General Reserves; and 

 

b) the Town Warden take photographs of the area at regular intervals during the day. 

 

Councillor P E Williams was of the opinion that the Fair operators should be strongly 

pursued for a contribution. 

 

The Town Warden advised that First Aid cover had withdrawn at approximately 

6.30pm in the past and he had had to administer first aid himself.  It was agreed to include 

Flora Day safety as an agenda item for the following meeting. 

 

354. Helston Pubwatch 

 Councillor Thomas advised that the Town Council had limited involvement with the 

town’s Public Houses and licensing and asked the Town Warden to explain the purpose of 

Pubwatch as he attended the meetings. 

 

 The Town Warden informed the Committee that the majority of matters discussed at 

Pubwatch meetings were confidential. He further advised that it was no longer compulsory 

for landlords to attend the meetings but, in response to a question, he informed Members that 

about ninety percent in Helston did attend and it was considered one of the best such forums 

in Cornwall.  He then advised Members of the national Pubwatch website that contained 

general information. 

 

 Councillor Thomas thanked the Town Warden for his input and clarified that he had 

no desire to change anything but rather convey the Town Council’s support. 
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355. Guildhall Room Hire 

 Further to Min. No.272/2016, Members considered a report by the Town Clerk 

(previously circulated). 

 

 Councillor Potter was of the opinion that the Council should only charge for 

commercial activities.  Councillor R Williams stated that there had been numerous debates in 

the past regarding various hire charges for different organisations but these had calmed down 

in recent years with the clarity that all organisations pay and charities accepted a modest 

charge. 

 

 Following the debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Chair, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Flora Day Association, Helston & District Town Twinning 

Association and the Helston Downsland Trust are not charged for Guildhall room hire. 

 

356. Emergency Plan 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk, circulated prior to the meeting, that 

contained Notes of a meeting held with the Community Flood Resilience Manager. 

 

 The Town Clerk informed Members that the Community Flood Resilience Manager 

had recommended drafting an Emergency Plan for the St Johns area in the first instance and 

then bolt on other areas at a later date.  The Town Clerk also advised Members that he had 

volunteered to assist with a Cornwall Council project for Business Continuity Planning. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor P E Williams, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillors R Williams, P E Williams and Grattan-Kane with the Town 

Clerk form the Emergency Plan Working Party. 

 

357. Commemoration Beacon 

 The Committee considered an invitation to participate in a national lighting of 

beacons event on 11
th

 November 2018 to commemorate the end of World War One.  The 

Town Clerk read an email from the Helston WW1 Heritage Project in support of the town 

participating. 

 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the 

Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council participate in the ‘Battle’s Over’ beacon lighting on 

11
th

 November 2018 and the Town Clerk investigate potential locations and costs. 

 

358.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

item of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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359. Cleaning of Public Conveniences 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk, previously circulated, containing 

tenders for the cleaning of public conveniences for the 3-year period April 2017 to March 

2020. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the tender from Cormac Solutions Limited be accepted. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.16pm       

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


