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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON THURSDAY 23
RD

 MARCH 2017 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:  Mrs F N E Boase in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

M H Thomas 

 

Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

D J Potter 

 

Rev D P Reed 

  

Officers: Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

  Mr C M Bowcutt – Town Warden 

  

437. Absent   

 Councillors Harrison and P E Williams were absent without submitting apologies. 

 

438. Minutes 
 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 26
th

 January 2017 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

439. Matters Arising 

 Referring to Min. No.355/2016, the Town Clerk read an email from the Helston & 

District Town Twinning Association thanking the Council for free room hire from April. 

 

 Responding to a question, the Town Clerk advised that he was waiting for further 

information regarding a beacon to commemorate the end of World War One. 

 

440. National Trust 

 The Chair welcomed Justin Whitehouse – Penrose Estate Countryside Manager – to 

the meeting.  Mr Whitehouse updated Members on local National Trust activities as follows:- 

 

 A defibrillator had been installed in the courtyard opposite the café; 

 

 The second anniversary of Park Run was very we attended and the An Henlys 

race, 70% of which took place in Penrose, was due to take place the following 

week; 

 

 The café re-opened the previous week and would be open every day unless the 

weather was very poor; 

 

 The gates opposite the Boating Lake had been damaged and would be 

temporarily replaced until new permanent ones had been built; 

 

 The tarmac along Helston Drive had been scraped and cleared of silt and leaf 

litter; 

 

 A new 5-year Local Management Plan had just been published detailing how 

the National Trust with partners intended to improve the catchment of the pool 

for both the public and wildlife; and 

 

 There had been recent otter sightings caught on camera indicating a healthy 

pool and fish stock. 
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The Mayor advised that the pedestrian gate adjacent to the damaged gate had been 

missing for many years leaving a gap that young children and dogs could run through near a 

busy road.  Mr Whitehouse would report this back as a good opportunity to have matching 

gates made. 

 

Responding to a question, Mr Whitehouse advised that he was not aware that there 

were too many swans at the Boating Lake, but explained that they would stay because of the 

constant supply of food.  He then confirmed that the NT would be working closely with the 

South Kerrier Alliance on such matters. 

 

In response to a further question Mr Whitehouse advised that the NT was committed 

to replacing the bird hide but the original one was not in an ideal location.  He then explained 

that a new hide should be erected where the public are and then attract the birds to it. Mr 

Whitehouse agreed to provide the Town Clerk with details of how donations could be made 

towards the hide or gates. 

 

A discussion then ensued regarding the benefits and drawbacks of extending the 

tarmacking of the drive. 

 

441. Report of the Town Warden  

 Members considered the report of the Town Warden circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

 The Town Warden answered Members’ questions following which it was proposed by 

the Chair, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the report be noted. 

 

442.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

On the proposition of Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

item of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

443. Tenders and Quotations  

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk, previously circulated, containing 

tenders returns and quotations as follows:- 

 

a) Flora Day Security 

The Town Clerk advised that a contribution of £290 had been received for 

additional security in Coronation Park. 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Flora Day road closure security contract be awarded to Nitoe Security 

for the sum of £1,148.00. 

 

b) Flora Day Portable Toilet 

       It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Andyloos supply two portaloos on Flora Day for the sum of £120.00. 
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c) Flora Day Generator 

Following a brief discussion and on the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by 

Councillor R Williams, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Event Power South West supply the Flora Day generator for the sum of 

£600.00. 

 

d) Hanging Baskets 

       Members considered quotations received for the supply and maintenance of 26 

hanging baskets.  It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor                 

R Williams, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the 2017 hanging basket contract be awarded to R Sanders for the sum of 

£1,750. 

 

e) Weed-Spraying 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by the Chair, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the 2017 weed-spraying contract be awarded to Cormac Solutions 

Limited for the sum of £4,192.44 and the process be reviewed for 2018. 

 

f) Royal Portraits 

The Town Clerk advised that he had been asked to investigate the possibility of 

replacing the royal portraits hanging in the Council Chamber. Following the discussion it was 

proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Chair, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council do nothing regarding royal portraits at present. 

 

g) Assets Tags 

Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Councillor R Williams, seconded 

by Councillor Reverend Reed, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to purchase 200 tags for a 

maximum of £500 from the Signs & Noticeboards budget. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.21pm       

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


