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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16
TH

 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 6.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors:  J Martin (in the Chair) 

  

R J L Boase 

 

M H Thomas Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) 

Reserve Committee Members: 

 

Councillor D J Potter Councillor T E Grattan-Kane 

 

 

Officers: Miss P J Lavelle – Deputy Town Clerk 

  Miss R Cook – Administrative Assistant 

 

369. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillor Mrs Roberts and 

Councillor P E Williams. 

 

 

370. Declarations of Interest 
 

 Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in Application PA17/00331 as a friend of 

the Applicant. 

 

 

371. Minutes 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2
nd

 February 2017 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

 

372. Cornwall Councillors Observations 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Wallis expressed concern regarding Application PA16/07813 in 

respect of highways issues, advising that an independent report had identified a need for a 

turning area and he was of the opinion that driving around the entire site was insufficient.  He 

was also of the opinion that the dropping off site for Nansloe Academy was not large enough.  

He expressed the opinion that Helston needed more affordable housing but felt the highways 

issues needed to be addressed.  In response to a question, Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised 

that the landowner had offered land to the school for use as a car park and turning space.  He 

advised he was pleased the offer had been made but it was expensive to turn a field in to a car 

park.  

 

 



 

 2 

 

 

 

373. Public Participation 
 

 Several members of the public spoke in objection to Application PA16/07813 and 

made the following points:  

 

 They believed that the site was an overdevelopment of housing and no further 

development of Helston was required; 

 The development would cause pressure on the already congested routes around the 

site; 

 The noise levels from the neighbouring RNAS Culdrose airfield were excessive and 

not suitable for future residents of the site causing windows of existing properties to 

rattle;  

 Noise issues had not been resolved, only the residents right to complain about noise 

nuisance had been removed; 

 There was a lack of infrastructure including doctors and schools to support the 

development; 

 The Applicant had previously stated that the affordable housing was only for Helston, 

but this was not possible as it would be open to all in the county which would increase 

demand on infrastructure; 

 There would be a greater risk to public safety as the site was deemed to be in the 

airfield’s flight path and as RNAS Culdrose’s role was changing so would the types of 

aircraft that would land on the airfield; 

 They could not believe that the Applicant was allowed to develop a beautiful valley;  

 Concerned with continued development, Helston would lose its identity; and 

 They were of the opinion that an archaeological survey of the site should be required. 

 

Councillor R Williams expressed the opinion that the development of the site could 

increase the flood risk to other developments in the town. 

 

A representative of Coastline Housing spoke in support of Application PA16/07813 

and made the following points: 

 

 The new housing scheme would be 100% affordable and would be the last opportunity 

for Helston to obtain affordable housing;  

 This housing development would not satisfy Helston’s requirements for affordable 

housing and Coastline expected the housing to be filled from Helston as the need was 

sufficient in the town;   

 Cornwall Council Highways department had no outstanding objections to the 

development and was of the opinion that the scheme would work; 

 The Cornwall Council Environmental Protection Officers were satisfied with the noise 

levels on the site; and 

 Objections to the development could not be made on the basis of aircraft safety as 

accidents could happen in any part of the country. 
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374. Planning Applications 

 

 

 Category I Recommendation 

 

 (i) Planning Application PA17/00115 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Modifications to an existing inlet structure,  

  rebuilding of an existing retaining wall,  

  deepening of an outlet channel, along with  

  a temporary headwall, contractor’s compound  

  and storage area, accommodation works area,  

  access track and widening of an existing lane.   

  Loe Bar Beach, Penrose Estate, Porthleven  

  For Environment Agency Approval 

 

 

 (ii) Planning Application PA17/00761 

  Application Type: Listed Building Consent 

  for internal alterations to lower ground floor  

  office storage space to offices 

  Classic Cottages Ltd, Leslie House,  

  9 Lady Street, Helston 

  For Classic Cottages Ltd Approval 

 

 The delegated decisions of the Chair and Vice-Chair were noted and it was accepted 

that the Cornwall Council Planning Officer be notified of the recommendations accordingly. 

 

 

 Category II 

 

 (iii) Planning Application PA16/07813 

  Application Type: Full Application 

  Proposed residential development of 75 houses 

  and flats, associated highway improvements  

  and provision of public open space 

  Land west of Nansloe Academy,  

  Bulwark Road, Helston 

  For Coastline Housing 

  

 Councillor Thomas visited the application site and gave a presentation. 

 

 Councillor Thomas indicated that this application was due to go to the Cornwall 

Council West Sub Area Planning Committee meeting on 6
th

 March 2017.  The Chair and 

Councillor Thomas agreed to attend the meeting to represent the Town Council.  Following a 

detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Chair, and 
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RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended refusal of Application PA16/07813 as 

Members were of the opinion that: 

 

a) insufficient information regarding current and future noise impact and safety issues for 

residents of the area had been provided and Members requested that a full 

environmental study be carried out; and 

b) there were unsatisfactory traffic management issues, particularly in respect of the 

future proofing of junctions and the provision of adequate drop-off space for Nansloe 

Academy which does not require a circuitous exit route. 

 

375. Adjournment 

 

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Meeting of the Planning Committee stood adjourned at 7.11pm. 

 

 The Meeting of the Planning Committee resumed at 9.00pm. 

 

376. Planning Applications 

 

 Category II (Cont.) 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase left the meeting at 9.01pm.   

 

 (iv) Planning Application PA17/00331 

  Application Type: Outline Application 

  Outline planning permission to develop 

  part of the garden for residential development 

  1 Gwealdues Villas, Falmouth Road, Helston  

  For Mr N Martin 

 

 The Chair and Councillor Potter indicated that they had visited the application site and 

the Chair gave a presentation. 

 

 It was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Potter, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA17/00331 

provided that an up-to-date Flood Risk Assessment be carried out to ensure suitability of the 

site for residential development. 

 

 Members noted that they would like to see the apple orchard retained on site as far as 

possible. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 9.19pm. 

 

377. Planning Decisions 
 

 Details of Planning Decision Notices received since the last Meeting were tabled and 

noted. 
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378. Attendance at Planning Meetings 

 

 Applications PA16/06515 and PA16/06516 – Councillor Thomas advised that he had 

attended the Cornwall Council West Sub Area Planning Committee Meeting regarding 

Applications PA16/06515 and PA16/06516 (Erection of a dwelling, rear of Rosenithon) and 

had circulated a report prior to the meeting. 

 

379. Correspondence Relating to Planning Applications 

 

PA16/00001 – Further to Min. No. 364 v)/ 2016 the Deputy Town Clerk advised that 

she had received responses from the Applicant and the neighbouring property owner who had 

expressed the opinion that a meeting to discuss Application PA16/00001 was premature.  The 

Deputy Town Clerk requested Members’ confirmation on how they wished to proceed.  

Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Chair, 

and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Chair and Councillor Thomas be authorised to contact the 

neighbouring property owner, the Applicant and the Agent for Application PA16/00001 to 

discuss the access issues. 

 

 

   

Meeting Closed at 9.31pm 

 

 

       Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Chairman 


