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Environmental Policy Statement 

 

Helston Town Council adopted a Climate Action plan in conjunction with Helston Climate Action 

Group in September 2019 after declaring a climate emergency in March that year. The main aim is 

to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030. 

 

The motion passed unanimously in March 2019 was that Helston Town Council: 

a) Declares a climate emergency; 

b) Pledges to work toward making Helston carbon neutral by 2030; 

c) Work with Cornwall Council to assist them with their declaration to make Cornwall carbon 

neutral by 2030; 

d) Act as a voice for the community to lobby for action on climate change, raise the profile and 

share lessons with higher levels of government; 

e) Continue to work with the community to lobby for action on climate change, raise the 

profile and share lessons with higher levels of government; 

f) As a member of the Helston Climate Action Group, assist with the preparation of an Action 

Plan within six months to address this emergency. (achieved Sept 2019) 

Helston Town Council is committed to ensuring that all its policies and procedures align with 
their climate goals. For existing policies, this will be achieved on a rolling basis as individual 
policies come up for periodic review, and do all it can to promote initiatives that will help 
bring the town to carbon neutrality by 2030.  

Helston Town Council and Helston Climate Action Group will collaborate with other local 
groups to establish working relationships aiming to: 

• reduce carbon emissions 

• support nature restoration 

• build resilience and encourage localism 

Helston has also vowed to become an Earth Protector Town. 

In doing so, Helston Town Council has made a series of pledges that include working with residents 

and businesses to protect land, wildlife, air, soil and water in the town and surrounding area.  

It must also consider the environmental impact of its decisions, to avoid harm.  

Pledges include:  

• working on becoming a carbon neutral town and raise awareness of climate change; 

•  supporting the community to achieve single use Plastic Free Community status;  

• protecting and enhancing ecosystems and habitats in the town;  

• and endorsing the Earth Protector campaign to attend the Rome statute and declare ecocide a 

crime at the International Criminal Court.  
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Helston Town Council recognises that its day-to-day operations can impact both directly and 

indirectly on the environment. The Council aims to protect and improve the biodiversity of the area 

through good management and by adopting best practice wherever possible.  

 

Helston Town Council will work to integrate environmental considerations into its business 

decisions and adopt greener alternatives wherever possible, throughout its operations.  

 

In order to discharge its responsibilities the Town Council will:  

 

• manage its land using environmentally friendly practices that will promote biodiversity;  

• comply fully with all relevant legal requirements, Codes of Practice and Regulations at 

International, National and Local levels;  

• eliminate risks to the environment, where possible, through selection and design of 

materials, buildings, facilities, equipment and processes;  

• identify and manage environmental risks and hazards;  

• ensure that emergency procedures are in place at all locations for dealing with 

environmental issues;  

• minimise waste and increase recycling within the framework of our waste management 

procedures;  

• engage contractors who are able to demonstrate due regard to environmental matters  

• support local businesses in the adoption of low impact practices;  

• support residents and local organisations activities to enhance and promote biodiversity;  

• prevent pollution to land, air and water;  

• promote environmentally responsible purchasing;  

• reduce the use of water, energy and any other natural resources;  

• source materials from sustainable supply, when practicable; and 

• involve partners, clients, suppliers, subcontractors and the public in the implementation of 

these objectives  

  

To be able to achieve the commitments above the Council will provide: 

 

• adequate resources to control environmental risks arising from our work activities; and  

• suitable training for officers and Members. 

 

 

 

 

 

This Environmental Policy will be periodically reviewed and revised as necessary to reflect changes 

to the Council’s activities and any changes to legislation. Any amendments to the Policy will be 

brought to the attention of all stakeholders.  

 

 

 

Reference to the Helston Climate Action Plan September 2019 
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