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Message from the Mayor   Messach dyworth an Mer   
 

Spring like all the seasons is so beautiful in Cornwall.  We are so blessed in that we live in a part of the 

British Isles that gets the feel and scent of it first.  As I come to the end of my two years as Mayor of 

Helston the season reminds me of new beginnings and I take great pleasure in wishing Gillian Geer all 

the very best for the next mayoral year and for a 'splann' (brilliant) Mayor Choosing Day on May 17th.  

At the moment we have a number of interesting projects beginning to mature in the town and seeing 

the scaffolding around the Grylls monument reminds me that they all need the support of our whole 

community. And that is what makes Helston the wonderful place that it  

is; as we all have an opportunity to support the town in so many ways.   

                                                                A Happy Spring to you all! 

 

Helston Town Council secures Heritage Lottery Fund investment to 
restore the Grylls Monument 

Helston Town Council has now 

received confirmation of a grant 

of £36,000 from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund for the Grylls 

Monument Restoration project.  

The grant will cover 73% of total 

project costs with other funding 

secured from the Town Council, 

Cory Environmental Trust, 

Cornwall Heritage Trust and a 

local fundraising campaign. 

 

The physical restoration works will 

be carried out between mid-

March and late April, to ensure 

that the Monument is restored to 

its full glory in time for Helston’s 

iconic Flora Day on Saturday 7th 

May 2016.   

In conjunction with the physical 

restoration there will be an 

education and engagement 

programme between April and 

July designed to raise 

community awareness of the 

Monument’s historical 

significance. The Town Mayor, 

Cllr Mike Thomas said: ‘I am 

really pleased to think that the 

Council is now able to proceed 

with the restoration of Helston’s 

most iconic landmark and as a 

retired teacher I am 

enthusiastic about the 

complementary educational 

activities to raise awareness of 

the Monument’s historical 

significance.’ 

 

Work began on the wooded 

embankments       below      the  

bowling green in February with 

the  town   council’s   contractors, 

Combined Tree Services, carrying 

out the required works to trees.  It 

has included the selective felling 

of diseased or less valuable trees 

to open up views that have been 

lost, crown management to allow 

more light to pass through to the 

bowling green and Monument 

Walk, and removal or coppicing 

of self-seeded saplings, as well as 

the general clearing of 

undergrowth.   

 

Naval Personnel from RNAS 

Culdrose kindly volunteered their 

services in helping with the 

project by litter picking the area 

on 16th March (see picture 

below). 

 



 
 

  

Helston Town Council welcomes two new 

Councillors 

Two new members have 

recently been welcomed on 

to Helston Town Council. 

  

Councillors Tim Grattan-Kane 

and Paul Williams were both 

recently co-opted and will be 

serving residents in Helston 

Town Council’s South Ward. 

A Sea King helicopter from 

RNAS Culdrose has been given 

a makeover, so that it can go 

on public display.  No longer will 

the aircraft, XV673 - call sign 

827, reside within the 771 NAS 

hangar, but it will sit on a plinth 

just inside the Culdrose fence 

opposite the Helston 

Community Hospital.  

The Royal Navy’s Sea King 

aircraft have been an intrinsic 

part of the Cornish skies for 

decades, therefore one of the 

helicopters will be on public 

display as a permanent 

reminder of their role at RNAS 

Culdrose. The 771 Naval Air 

Squadron handed over the UK 

helicopter SAR responsibility on  

 

Sea King prepares for permanent public appearance following  
decommissioning of RNAS Culdrose 771 squadron 

Do you know someone who you 

think deserves to be honoured 

for their services to our 

community over the past twelve 

months? Why not nominate them 

for Helston’s Citizen of the Year 

Award 2016? 
 

Nomination forms can be 

obtained from The Town Clerk’s 

Office at The Guildhall, the 

Library,   Tesco   Stores   Helston ,  

the Museum or Sainsbury’s 

Helston. 
 

Completed forms must be 

received at The Guildhall by 

4pm Tuesday 12th April. 

 

Citizen of the Year 
Award 2016 

1st January this year  to the Maritime Coastguard Agency and 

Bristow helicopters, and is finally decommissioning on 23rd March 

2016.   
 

2013 marked the 60th Anniversary of Royal Navy helicopter Search 

and Rescue saving lives, until it was stood down this year.  The 

squadron which first formed on 23rd May 1939, as a trials and 

evaluation unit, has operated 68 different types of aircraft during 

its history. 
 

Having the helicopter on display in Helston will be a lasting tribute 

to the enormous contribution made by Sea King helicopters to 

both Royal Navy operations and to the Search and Rescue 

service, including those personnel who have risked their lives in aid 

of others. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Town Mayor of Helston has partnered with Roy Castle Lung Cancer 

Foundation to raise awareness and cover the costs of patient grants for 

people living with lung cancer - in memory of Deputy Mayor Mark 

Upton.  

Patient support grants were set up by the charity to provide financial 

support to lung cancer patients to help meet the urgent short-term 

practical needs that may have arisen as a result of their diagnosis.   

The partnership will see the Mayor encourage people affected by lung 

cancer in Helston and the surrounding area to come forward and apply 

for the one off grant. The Mayor and Mayoress raised £2,000 at the 

annual Helston Mayor’s Ball in 2015.  

Jack Miller, director of fundraising, at Roy Castle Lung Cancer 

Foundation, said: “Until you are living with lung cancer in your family, 

you don’t realise the financial implications a diagnosis can bring, little 

things like constantly needing to keep the heating on to keep warm or 

needing new clothes because the treatment means current clothes are 

too big, really adds stress to an already difficult time. 

“The patient grants really do make a difference and it is so great that 

the Mayor is doing so much to encourage people from the Helston 

area to apply for one.” 

To check eligibility or to apply for a grant, please visit 

www.roycastle.org/patientgrants  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helston Town Council has powers 

under the Local Government Act 

1972 (as amended) to award 

small grants provided that it is 

satisfied that the expenditure will 

directly benefit all or some of the 

town’s residents.  Grants 

meetings are held twice annually 

in February and September and 

at the last meeting in February 

the Town Council awarded 

grants to the following 

organisations: 

 

 Helston Age Concern 

 Helston Community Martial 

Centre (Penrose Judo Club) 

 Helston & District Town 

Twinning Association 

 Helston in Bloom 

 South Kerrier Heritage Trust 
 

  

Grant Applications  

Mayor partners with charity to support locals 

living with lung cancer 

http://www.roycastle.org/patientgrants


 
 

Town Councillors 

North Ward 

J  Boase        01326 573200 
J Radford-Gaby    01326 560210 
M Thomas    01326 562947 
A Harrison    07983441177 
Mrs N Roberts    07889191514 
 

South Ward 

R Williams    01326 572179 
J Martin     07456545959 
Mrs G Geer    07974817520 
P Williams    01326 565164 
T Grattan-Kane        07747866201 
 

West Ward 

Mrs N Boase    01326 573200 
D Potter                    07971 848442 

 

Town Clerk 

Chris Dawson    01326 572063 
 

Deputy Town Clerk 

Pamela Lavelle    01326 572063 
 

Mayor’s Secretary 

Shelly Price    01326 572063 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Julia Chambers    01326 572063 
 

Town Warden 

Craig Bowcutt    01326 572063 
 

Regeneration Officer 

Martin Searle    01326 558881 
 

Regeneration Office Project 
Assistant 

Amanda Boxer    01326 558881 
 

Town Clerk’s office open  
Monday to Friday  
9.00am to 4.00pm 

 

 

Meeting Dates 
 

March 
Planning         3

rd
 & 17

th
 at 6.15pm 

P, F & R*       6
th

 at 7.00pm 
Full Council          17

th
 at 7.15pm 

Amenities                 23
rd

  at 7.00pm 

 
 

April 
Planning         7

th
  & 21

st
 at 6.15pm 

Full Council          21
st

  at 7.15pm 
 
 

May 
Planning         12

th
 & 19

th
 at 6.15pm 

Full Council          19
th

 at 7.15pm 
P, F & R*     10

th
 at 7.00pm 

 
 

June 
Planning         2

nd
 & 16

th
 at 6.15pm 

Full Council          16
th

 at 7.15pm 
Amenities                 26

th
  at 7.00pm 

 

*Policy, Finance & Resources 

  

 

 

 

Repairs to Cannon 

The cannon has undergone 

repairs and should resume its 

position outside of Helston 

Museum again very soon. 
 

Sergeant-at-Mace 

Vacancy 
 

Helston Town Council currently 

has a vacancy for a Sergeant-

at-Mace. Applications are 

invited from persons wishing to 

be considered for this honorary 

position.  Duties include leading 

Parades and civic functions such 

as Mayor Choosing, Flora Day, 

Freedom Parade, Mayor’s Civic 

Service and Remembrance 

Sunday.  The honorarium for this 

position is £200 per annum paid 

quarterly. 
 

Interested persons should apply 

in writing no later than Friday 8th 

April 2016 to: 
 

Mr Chris Dawson, Town Clerk, 

Helston Town Council, The 

Guildhall, Helston, TR13 8ST  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor’s Fund  

If you take photographs of any of our civic engagements please consider 
forwarding them via email for possible publication in the next newsletter 
and please visit our Facebook page where you can find out about Council 

news and Town events. 

The Mayoress has launched 

her final connection 

crossword.  The prize is ‘Tea for 

Two with the Mayor and 

Mayoress on Flora Day’.  
 

 

Crosswords are £1 per entry 

and can be obtained from the 

Town Clerk’s office in The 

Guildhall.  Proceeds will go to 

the publication of a booklet on  

The Consorts of Helston. 

NEWS UPDATE 

Apr 3rd  -   An Res Hellys – 10 mile run 

  Starting from The Old Cattle Market, Helston 
 

Apr 5th- -  Helston Theatre Co presents “Our House” –  

       9th   The Epworth Hall 
 

Apr 14th -  Helston Town Meeting –  

  Methodist Church Hall  
 

May 4th -   Beating the Boundaries –  

   Starting at Fairground Carpark, Helston 
 

May 7th -   Flora Day –  

   Helston Town Centre 
 

May 17th -   Helston Town Council’s Mayor Choosing Ceremony – 

  The Guildhall, Helston 
 

Jun 1st- -  Act1 presents “Les Miserables” – 
       4th   The Epworth Hall 
 

Jun 5th -   Helston Triathlon – 

  Helston Leisure Centre 
 

Jun 30th -   RNAS Culdrose Freedom Parade –  

  Helston Town Centre 
 

Jul 13th -  Helston Community College Summer Concert – 

  Helston Community College North Site Hall 
 

        

 

Forthcoming events in Helston 


