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HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
Konsel an Dre Hellys
The Guildhall, Helston, Cornwall, TR13 8ST
Tel: 01326 572063
Email: townclerk@helston-tc.gov.uk
11th March 2021
To:

The Mayor and Members of the Town Council

Dear Councillor
You are summoned to attend an Ordinary Meeting of the Helston Town Council to be
held virtually, on THURSDAY 18TH MARCH 2021 at 6.30 p.m. for the purpose of transacting
the undermentioned business.

Yours sincerely,

Pamela Lavelle
Town Clerk

AGENDA
1.

Apologies for absence.

2.

Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
(a)
Members to declare interests in respect of any item on this Agenda.
(b)
To consider written requests from Members for dispensations.

3.

To receive reports from, and to put questions to:(a)
Cornwall Councillor John Martin
(b)
Cornwall Councillor Michael Thomas
(c)
Cornwall Councillor Andrew Wallis

4.

At this juncture the Meeting will adjourn for a period of up to fifteen minutes to permit
members of the public present to put questions to Members or the Police Officer or to
make observations.

5.

To approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 18th February 2021
(Pages 3).

6.

Matters Arising from the 18th February 2021 meeting (for information exchange only).
PTO
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7.

To receive the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 4th March 2021
(Page 9).

8.

To receive the Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee Meeting held
on 9th March 2021 (Page 13).

9.

To receive announcements and communications from the Mayor and Town Clerk.

10.

To answer questions received from Members pursuant to Standing Order 8.1.

11.

At the request of Councillor Mrs Geer to consider holding an event on 5th March 2022
to mark St. Piran’s Day.

12.

At the request of Councillor Mrs Geer to consider how to commemorate The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee in June 2022.

13.

To consider a Motion by Councillor Kenchington, that Helston Town Council agree to
the production of a report by the June 2021 Full Council meeting to identify the level
of carbon produced by Helston Town Council, using the Carbon Footprint Tool
developed by the University of Exeter. Following the production of the Carbon
Footprint Report the Council also commits to the production and publication of an
Action Plan by October 2021 which contains clearly defined, measurable and
monitored reduction targets for carbon emissions in line with the Helston Town
Council’s commitment to be Carbon Neutral by 2030.

14.

At the request of Councillor Edgcumbe to consider how Helston Town Council can
provide long term accommodation for the Helston Climate Action Group’s
Community Larder Project.

15.

To consider the Report of the Projects Officer (Page 17).

16.

To consider the Report of the Town Clerk (Page 23)

17.

To authorise the payment of Accounts (Page 31).

18.

To receive written reports from, and to put questions to, Councillors who have
attended meetings as representatives of Helston Town Council, since the last meeting.

19.

Exclusion of the Press and Public
If required, the Council is invited to pass the following resolution:- That pursuant to the
provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public
be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business, by reason of the
confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

20.

To consider the confidential report of the Town Clerk. (Page 33)

21.

At the request of Councillor Grattan-Kane to consider the proceeds of sale of
3 Penrose Road.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
HELD VIRTUALLY
ON THURSDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2021 AT 6.39 PM

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair
R Williams
R J L Boase
Mrs F N E Boase
M H Thomas
Officers:

224.

Mrs G A Geer
Mrs N Roberts
T E Grattan-Kane
D P Reed

R F Edgcumbe
M J Kenchington

Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk)
Miss A D Retallack (Deputy Town Clerk)
Mr M Searle (Projects Officer)

Declarations of Interest

Councillor R J L Boase and Councillor Mrs Boase declared an interest in the grant
application for Helston Country Market as Councillor Mrs Boase was a member of the Market.
The Mayor declared an interest in the grant request for the Helston Climate Action
Group as a member of the Group.
225.

Helston CCTV System

Representatives from Cornwall Fire and Rescue gave a presentation on Helston’s CCTV
System briefly outlining the provision and monitoring that was carried out. They highlighted
the benefits of the system advising that it was used to help people in need as well as preventing
and detecting crime and then responded to Members questions.
226.

Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors

Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he was a Member of the Cornwall Council
Licensing Committee and applications were still being considered despite lockdown. He
confirmed that the Planning Committee were also considering planning applications with a
greater number than the previous year having been received. Cornwall Councillor Martin
advised that Full Council were considering the budget the following week. He further advised
that the election on 6th May 2021 was still expected to go ahead despite concerns with the
safety and the inability to canvas which would prejudice independent candidate who didn’t
have the resources of parties. Cornwall Councillor Martin encouraged people to stand for
both the Town and Parish Council elections. He then read a statement on behalf of Cornwall
Council which outlined ways to vote including proxy votes and postal votes.
Councillor Reverend Reed expressed concern with a vehicle regularly parked in the
Sithney Common Hill Lay-by advertising a business and queried if it could be moved as it
was causing visibility issues when accessing/ exiting the lay-by. Cornwall Councillor Martin
agreed to raise the issue with Cornwall Council.
Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he had received his vaccine and encouraged
others to take it up when they had the opportunity. He expressed his thanks to the volunteers
who were assisting with the vaccination process. Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that
he had been working to resolve a number of casework issues and had been working with the
Projects Officer regarding the virtual Leats and Kennels exhibition. He advised that he had
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attended virtual meetings for several Committees and confirmed that the Full Council meeting
the following week would be considering a proposed 4.99% Cornwall Council Tax increase,
with a 6.77% rise in the Police precept.
The Town Clerk confirmed that no report had been received from Cornwall Councillor
Wallis.
227.

Public Participation

A representative of the Lizard Child Trust spoke in support of their grant application
to outline how their previous grant had been used and to explain their current requirement for
a storage shed to store outdoor equipment.
Councillor Mrs Boase spoke in support of the Helston Country Market’s Grant
Application to advise that the Market wished to reopen when allowed and they required
funding for advertising.
Representatives from CAST and the CAST-Off programme spoke in support of their
request for grant funding detailing the CAST-Off event which took place during the pandemic
and their plans for a second event.
Representatives from the Helston Climate Action Group spoke in support of their
funding request outlining the progress they had made with the projects following the previous
funding advising that they were grateful for the support they had been given by the Town
Council.
228.

Minutes
On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 21st January 2021 be
approved and signed as a true record.
Councillor Reverend Reed abstained from the vote as he had not been present at
the meeting.
229.

Matters Arising

Councillor Mrs Boase queried if there were any updates regarding Council
Accommodation. The Town Clerk confirmed that there were currently no updates.
230.

Minutes of the Amenities Committee
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, and

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 28th January
2021, be received.
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231.

Minutes of the Planning Committee

On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it
was unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 4th February
2021, be received.
232.

Announcements

The Mayor commended the activities of the Community Response Team advising that
the response was still continuing but the phone line was no longer being manned by
volunteers with calls now being taken by the office. He thanked all those involved for their
help.
233.

Mayor’s Cadet

The Mayor suggested the appointment of a young person as a Mayor’s Cadet who
could attend events and report on views of young people. Following a brief debate it was
proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and
RESOLVED – that the Council approved the creation of a Mayor’s Cadet in principle and
delegated the development of the position to the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee.
At the discretion of the Mayor, the Projects Officers Report was brought
forward.
234.

Report of the Projects Officer

The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting)
including:
•

Penrose Road Car Park – A response had not yet been received from Cornwall
Council and the Projects Group had discussed alternative options for control of the
area. The Projects Group had endorsed Councillor Grattan-Kane’s proposal to
surrender the use of the Drill Hall Yard as part of the Cultural Quarter project.

•

Helston Energy Scoping Study – The contract had come through that day and
assuming it was acceptable he hoped the project would progress shortly.

•

Wendron Leats and Helston Kennels – Good progress was being made with the
content for a digital exhibition and video or sound clip regarding experiences of the
Kennels were being sought. Councillor Thomas updated Members to advise that the
lack of water flow in Godolphin Road was due to a repair requirement confirming that
Cormac had permission from the landowner to carry out the works and they would
take place when weather and time commitments allowed. Councillor Thomas then
encouraged Councillors and former Mayors to participate in the digital exhibition by
sharing their memories of the Kennels.

•

Coronation Gardens – The information on the concept plan and costings would be
taken to the July Amenities Committee to allow proper consultation to take place.
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In respect of the Guildhall – Lower Ground Floor project it was proposed by the
Mayor, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and
RESOLVED – that the Council seek quotations from design professionals for producing a
simple concept design for the lower ground floor of the Guildhall that would allow for
versatile use and include specific works required to make it suitable for use by third parties,
including the need for a compliant fire break with the rest of the building.
Councillor Mrs Geer declared an interest in the following item and left the
meeting at 8.18pm.
235.

Drill Hall Yard
On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it

was
RESOLVED – that in support of the development of the Cultural Quarter project by the Place
Shaping Board, Helston Town Council agreed to surrender the use of its parking facility
within the Drill Hall Yard, with the associated loss of income generation, to facilitate the
progress of the project.
Councillor Mrs Geer returned to the meeting at 8.28 pm
236.

Report of the Town Clerk
(1) Grants
On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it

was
RESOLVED – that:
a) in pursuance of the powers conferred by the General Power of Competence, a grant
of:
i)

£5,000 be pledged to the Cornubian Arts & Science Trust (CAST) in respect of
their CAST-Off programme;

ii) £1,000 be pledged to the Helston Athletic Football Club in respect of a mains gas
connection;
iii) £150.00 be awarded to the Helston Country Market in respect of advertising;
iv) £2,070 be awarded to the Helston Cricket Club in respect of a Bola bowling
machine;
v) £1,500 be awarded to Helston Friendship Club for the purchase of a P A System
and the provision of a meal out and entertainment for the group;
vi) £500 be pledged to Helston Makes It! in respect of the Helston’s built
environment project;
vii) £800 be awarded to the Helston Memory Community Café for their newsletters
and quiz activity sheets;
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viii) £3,000 be awarded to the Helston Rugby Football Club in respect of the provision
of a play area;
ix) £180 be awarded to Marie Curie (South West) for the provision of one nights
nursing care; and
x) £435 be awarded to the Lizard CHILD Trust in respect of a replacement shed; and
b) the balance of £2,495 be contributed from General Reserves.
(2) Helston Climate Action Group
It was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase,
and
RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by the General Power of
Competence, a grant of £2,970 be awarded to the Helston Climate Action Group to allow the
extension of the Climate Emergency Outreach project.
Councillor Reverend Reed left the meeting at 8.42pm
(3) Parking issues within the Town Centre
Following a brief debate it was agreed that the details of the complaint be forwarded
onto Cornwall Council and enquiries be made when the Civil Enforcement Officers were
expected to return.
237.

Schedule of Accounts for Payment

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was
unanimously
RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 646-695 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to
these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £37,782.13.

Meeting closed at 7.56pm

Confirmed

Town Mayor
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
HELD VIRTUALLY
ON THURSDAY 4TH MARCH 2021 AT 6.30 PM

Councillors: M J Kenchington (in the Chair)
R J L Boase
J Martin (Town Mayor)

Officers:

Mrs G A Geer
Rev D P Reed

Mrs N Roberts

Miss P J Lavelle –Town Clerk
Miss A D Retallack – Deputy Town Clerk

238.

Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in Application PA21/01294 as a relative of the
Applicant, Application PA21/00876 as he owned a property adjacent to the site and PA21/00613 as a
friend of the property owner.
239.

Minutes
On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by the Mayor, it was
unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th February 2021 be approved and signed as
a true record.
240.

Cornwall Councillors’ Observations
As a member of the Cornwall Council West Sub-Area Planning Committee, the Mayor
reserved the right to change his view on an application in light of additional information at the time
of the Cornwall Council Planning Committee meeting.
241.

Planning Applications
CATEGORY I
Recommendation
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Planning Application PA21/00745
Application type: Full Application
Change of use from E(c) (formerly A2) to residential use,
providing a 3 bedroom house and 1 bedroom apartment.
45 Coinagehall Street, Helston
For Mr N & Mr J Jones and Wilkin

Approval

Planning Application PA21/00774
Single storey rear extension for new kitchen with two
roof windows and UPVC bifold doors into garden.
Carvossa, Gwealfolds Road, Helston
For Mr J Shannon

Approval

Planning Application PA21/01344
Application type: Full Application
Conversion of garage into a habitable room with bathroom.
8 St Johns Close, Helston
For Mrs T Moyes and Mr J Nicholas
Approval
1
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(iv)

Planning Application PA21/01339
Application type: Tree Preservation Order
Proposal to fell 7 x Cypress trees.
The Orchard, Church Lane, Helston
For Dr A Taylor-Browne

Approval

The delegated decisions of the Chair and Vice-Chair were noted and it was accepted that the
Cornwall Council Planning Officer be notified of the recommendations accordingly.
Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in the following item and left the meeting at
6.43pm.
CATEGORY II
(v)

Planning Application PA21/01294
Application type: Full Application
Formation of a two storey extension and garage
with balcony above garage
4 Manor Close, Helston
For Mr and Mrs Blight

Councillor Mrs Geer gave a presentation with the aid of photographs.
Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Mayor,
and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA21/01294.
Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 6.51pm
(vi)

Planning Application PA21/01537
Application type: Full Application
Proposed two storey rear and side extension
with first floor balcony
36 Gweal Wartha, Helston
For Mr and Mrs Prickett

Councillor R J L Boase gave a presentation with the aid of photographs.
Members considered the application and after discussion it was proposed by Councillor R J L
Boase, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA21/01537.
Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in the following item and left the meeting
7.02pm
(vii)

Planning Application PA21/00876
Application type: Full Application
Demolition of an unlisted building in a conservation area
and the construction of 9 dwellings
Land to the rear of 57 Meneage Street, Helston
For Anna Wilson Property Ltd
2
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The Mayor gave a presentation with the aid of photographs and informed Members of
concerns raised online.
Following a detailed debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Reverend
Reed, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA21/00876.
Members requested that the Applicant:
a) provided adequate boundary treatment to preserve the privacy of 10 Penview Crescent
and 53 Meneage Street; and
b) retained the existing access to Meneage Street which was a historic feature of the town.
Members also expressed concern with the lack of solar photovoltaic panels on the proposed
properties and encouraged their inclusion.
Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 7.30pm
(viii)

Planning Application PA21/00854
Application type: Full Application
Proposed extension
2 Millennium Way
For Mr Hendy

Councillor Mrs Geer gave a presentation with the aid of photographs.
Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor
Reverend Reed, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA21/00854.
Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in the following item and left the meeting at
7.38pm
(ix)

Planning Application PA21/00613
Application type: Full Application
Erection of a detached single-storey annexe
ancillary to the principal dwelling house
Downside, Casterills Road, Helston
For Mr R Phillips

Councillor Mrs Roberts gave a presentation with the aid of photographs.
Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Roberts, seconded by Councillor
Reverend Reed, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA21/00613, subject to
a condition that the annexe cannot be used as a separate dwelling.
Councillor R J L Boase returned the meeting at 7.49pm
3
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(x)

Planning Application PA21/00766
Application type: Full Application
Erection & alterations to the clubhouse to provide
permanent access to the first floor, create a balcony and
alternative means of escape from first floor
Helston Rugby Football Club, Clodgey Lane, Helston
For Helston RFC

Councillor Kenchington gave a presentation with the aid of photographs.
Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by
Councillor Mrs Geer, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of the Application PA21/00766.
Members expressed concern with the lack of solar photovoltaic panels on the building and
encouraged their inclusion. Members also requested that consideration be given to the provision of
disabled access to the first floor and the additional planting of trees onsite to offset the environmental
impact of the development.
242.

Correspondence Relating to Planning Applications
i) Application PA20/11076
Members noted the correspondence from the Planning Officer and Cornwall Councillor
Thomas regarding Planning Application PA20/11076.
ii) Application PA21/02273
Members considered Application PA21/02273 relating to work to trees in a Conservation
Area. Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Roberts, seconded by
Councillor Reverend Reed, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Town Council accepted the proposed works to be carried out under
Application PA21/02273 but would recommend that suitable replacement trees be planted in an
appropriate location on site.
Members also noted concerns at the lack of information regarding the condition of the trees
and need for the works provided with the application which made consideration of the works
difficult.

Meeting Closed at 8.17pm
Confirmed

Chair
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MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD VIRTUALLY
ON TUESDAY 9TH MARCH 2021 AT 6.30 PM

Councillors:

T E Grattan-Kane (in the Chair)

R J L Boase
Mrs F N E Boase
M H Thomas
Officers:

243.

J Martin (Town Mayor)
Mrs N Roberts
M J Kenchington

R F Edgcumbe

Miss P J Lavelle – Town Clerk
Miss A D Retallack – Deputy Town Clerk

Minutes

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by the Mayor, it was
unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th January 2021 be approved and
signed as a true record.
244.

Matters Arising

The Chair apologised to Members and Officers for his inability to effectively Chair the
previous meeting due to IT issues.
245.

Budget Monitoring Statement

Members considered the Budget Monitoring Statement to 31st January 2021 (circulated
prior to the meeting).
It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and
unanimously
RESOLVED – that the January Budget Monitoring Statement be noted.
246.

Internal Audit by Members

Councillors Mrs Boase and Mrs Roberts agreed to conduct an Internal Check on a date
in March.
247.

Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Controls

The Town Clerk gave a verbal report on the Review of Internal Controls which had been
conducted remotely by the Chair and Councillor R J L Boase due to the Covid-19 restrictions.
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Controls be noted.
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248.

Ear-marked Reserves

Consideration was given to a report by the Town Clerk regarding Ear-marked and General
Reserves (previously circulated).
The Town Clerk answered Members’ questions following which it was proposed by
Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that:
(a) the Ear-marked Reserves be adjusted as set out in the Town Clerk’s report; and
(b) the 2020/21 surplus/ deficit be transferred to/ from General Reserves.
249.

Investment Policy

Members considered the Investments Policy (previously circulated) and the Town Clerk
confirmed that the policy had been updated to reflect the changes to the Council’s bank
accounts.
It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Investments Policy be accepted.
250.

New Councillor Induction Pack

Members considered a draft New Councillor Induction Pack (previously circulated) and
agreed amendments.
On the proposition of Councillor Edgcumbe, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was
unanimously
RESOLVED – that the New Councillor Induction Pack, as amended, be adopted.
251.

Draft Calendar of Meetings 2020/21

Members considered the draft Calendar of Meetings 2021/22 circulated prior to the
meeting. The Town Clerk advised that the calendar had been produced based on a mixture of
virtual and physical meetings which could be affected by changes to Covid-19 regulations.
Members agreed that the calendar could be subject to change depending on regulations. It was
then recommended that on return to physical meetings the Planning Committee be reduced to one
meeting per month held on the first Thursday of the month and Full Council meetings commence
at 7.00pm for greater consistency.
On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was
unanimously
RESOLVED – to recommend to Full Council that the Calendar of Meeting 2021/22, as amended,
be adopted at its Annual Meeting.
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252.

Exclusion of the Press and Public
On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by the Chair, it was unanimously

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings)
Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of
business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
253.

Confidential Report of the Town Clerk
i)

Seasonal Grounds Maintenance Operative
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Roberts, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase,

it was
RESOLVED – that:
a) Members approved the job description, person specification and advertisement; and
b) authorised the advertising of the post for recruitment for 6 months from 1st May 2021.
254.

Payments by Card

The Committee considered a report by the Town Clerk, previously circulated, regarding
a proposal to accept payments by card.
Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by
Councillor Thomas, and unanimously
RESOLVED – that the Council begin to accept card payments and a 3G card reader with printer
be purchased at a cost of £149 + VAT from SumUp.

Meeting closed 7.42pm

Confirmed

Chair
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Town Council Meeting 18th March 2021
Report of the Projects Officer (PO)
- incorporating feedback from the Projects Group meeting held on 5 March 2021.
1.
1.1

Town Vitality Funding (TVF) bid
A verbal update will be provided at the meeting.

2.

Reopening High Streets Safely – Phase 2

2.1

It was reported that the two wall mounted hand sanitisers had been installed on the
public toilets at The Parade and Monument Walk, but that the one at the latter had
been vandalised only days after being installed.

2.2

The Projects Group expressed anger and disappointment about this act of vandalism
on an item provided as part of the Council’s efforts to keep people safe.

3.

Helston Cultural Quarter

i) General Update
3.1

It was noted that appointment of the preferred architect (Alison Bunning) selected by
the Cultural Quarter Project Team through a competitive tendering process in January
would be confirmed soon subject to the TVF bid being successful. In the meantime,
Alison had advised that one of the first steps would be to undertake a topographical
survey of the area, including the bank between the Museum and CAST where the
proposed steps linking the two sites would be located.

ii) Penrose Road Car Park
3.2

A response from CC car parks had been received recently in relation to the decision
made at the March Amenities Committee meeting and consideration of the
structural survey report.

3.3

The Projects Group agreed that more information should be sought from relevant CC
officers before further consideration of potential devolution of the site by the
Amenities Committee. Due to doubts about the required information being available
in time for the Amenities Committee meeting on 25 March it is the intention to defer
consideration until the 27 May meeting date.

iii) Guildhall - Lower Ground Floor
3.4

Following the February Council resolution to obtain tenders for preparing a concept
design and specification that would allow for versatile use of the accommodation by
the Council itself and by third parties, work has commenced on preparation of a tender
brief. The tenders will be presented to the Amenities Committee for consideration in
the first instance.

1
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3.5

It was reiterated that use of the space for other purposes would be dependent on the
Council vacating the space and finding suitable alternative accommodation for the
staff, archives, toilets and storage based there at present, but that in the meantime it
would be beneficial to make progress with this design work as a complement to other
design work about to proceed for the Cultural Quarter.

iv) Community Toilets
3.6

As agreed at the February Projects Group meeting the PO has obtained further details
about the Penzance T. C. community toilets scheme and how it had been developed,
which had been circulated to the Group in advance.

3.7

It was noted that the Penzance scheme appeared to be popular as there is a small
waiting list of businesses wanting to participate in the scheme.

3.8

Group members recommended support in principle for the Council to commit to
exploring potential for a similar scheme in Helston and hoped that locally owned
businesses would be considered as an initial priority.
Recommendation: that the Council commits to exploring potential for a community
toilet scheme in Helston and that facilities available in locally owned businesses
should be assessed as the initial priority.

4.

Leats and Kennels

i) Digital Exhibition
4.1

The digital exhibition is due to be launched on the Museum website following the
Council meeting on 18 March. The Museum curator and trainee curator have been
helping to put the content into an appropriate format for online content.

4.2

The exhibition is designed to i) raise awareness, ii) highlight issues and iii) point towards
creation of a sustainable operating model. It is proposed that the exhibition will remain
on the Museum’s website for a lengthy period to allow for further content to be added
over time, some of which has been difficult to obtain due to the Covid-19 restrictions.

4.3

The Museum has just secured funding from the CC Community Chest allocations of Cllrs.
Mike Thomas and Loveday Jenkin that will enable the exhibition to be enhanced by i) an
animation illustrating the flow of water from the upper catchment of the Cober, through
the leats and kennels system, back into the Cober and onto Loe Pool and the sea and ii)
drone footage of the leats and kennels.

ii) Kennel Repairs
4.4

Following receipt of a unit price from CC for restoring the kennels the next step will be
to calculate the cost of liabilities in Coinagehall Street and elsewhere in the town to
inform future attempts to secure capital funding.
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5.

Helston Energy Scoping Study

5.1

The Council has now entered into an Agreement with the South West Energy Hub
(SWEH) relating to the appointment by SWEH of an energy consultant to carry out the
scoping study. SWEH has now arranged a kick-off meeting with the lead energy
consultant, Atlantic Energy, which will take place on Thursday 11 March.

5.2

As previous work had shown that there is limited potential in the local area for roof top
PV of sufficient scale and viability to generate significant benefits for the community the
study will be mainly focussed on exploring potential for a combination of land PV arrays
and overcoming local grid constraints.

5.3

Subject to the scoping study identifying a suitable project, time constraints could make
it necessary to progress preparation of the next Rural Community Energy Fund bid in
parallel with completion of the scoping study to meet the next bid submission deadline
of 14 June.

6.

Coronation Gardens/King George V Playing Fields

6.1

A second meeting of the Project Team had taken place on 22 February. Progress to date
has been focussed largely on identifying areas of the Gardens where there is potential
for improvements to be made and developing initial ideas for community involvement
in a co-design process.

6.2

The Team is concerned to keep sight of the overall ethos for the project, which is to
improve the Gardens for the benefit of wildlife, climate change and the community. All
stakeholders will be encouraged to embrace these overall aims and to incorporate
beneficial improvements where possible in their own plans for the benefit of the whole
area. e.g. by creating openings in fences to enable the free movement of hedgehogs and
other small wildlife.

6.3

It was noted that the draft timeline envisaged a decision being made on the concept and
cost plans at the Amenities Committee meeting on 22 July, which would enable planting
to take place in the autumn.

7.

Monument Walk

7.1

The Projects Group considered four options (Appendix I – see below) for suggested
power charges to be imposed in conjunction with hire of the space. There were two
options for standard rates (16 & 32A), one with free power usage for community and
charitable groups and two for differential rates, again one with free usage for
community and charitable groups.

7.2

Following discussion on the suggested options the Group expressed the view that as the
Covid-19 restrictions are relaxed the priority is to get the space being used and for that
reason they were not in favour of charging for power on top of the previously agreed
charges for hiring the space. It was suggested that power used should be monitored to
inform future charging reviews.
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7.3

Although hire charges for commercial use of the space had previously been approved by
Council the Group expressed the view that they were possibly on the high side and that
in the current economic scenario it might be appropriate to offer discounts to encourage
use of the space.
Recommendations:
i) that power charges should not be imposed on top of the previously agreed hire
charges
ii) that use of power should be monitored to inform future reviews of the tariff
iii) that at the present time the Council should consider offering a discount to any
commercial users wanting to use the space.

7.4

During a discussion about re-opening the market for the 2021 season consideration was
given to whether any changes were appropriate, but the Group expressed the view that
given the disruption of the last 12 months it would be best to continue holding the
market on the established cycle of second Thursday every month and then review the
situation at the end of the season.

7.5

Arising from subsequent discussions about an appropriate re-opening date the Town
Clerk has agreed to include this matter as an item on the Amenities Committee agenda.

9th March 2021

Projects Officer
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APPENDIX i

MONUMENT WALK SPACE AND POWER HIRE CHARGES

OPTION A: Standard power rates (16A & 32A) for all user groups.
Hire Details

Commercial

Charity/Community Rate

Full space
Half space

£60 + VAT = £72 per day
£30 + VAT = £36 per day

Free of charge
Free of charge

With Power Supply:
Full space
Half Space

£75 + VAT = £90 per day
£37.50 + VAT = £45 per day

£15 + VAT per day = £18 per day
£7.50 + VAT per day = £ 9 per day

OPTION B: Standard power rates (16A & 32A) for commercial users.
Free power charges for charity/community groups.
Full space
Half space

£60 + VAT = £72 per day
£30 + VAT = £36 per day

Free of charge
Free of charge

With Power Supply:
Full space
Half Space

£75 + VAT = £90 per day
£37.50 + VAT = £45 per day

Free of charge
Free of charge

OPTION C: Differential power rates for all user groups.
Full space
Half space

£60 + VAT = £72 per day
£30 + VAT = £36 per day

Free of charge
Free of charge

With Power Supply:
Full space – 16A
Full space – 32A
Half Space – 16A
Half Space – 32A

£70 + VAT = £84 per day
£75 + VAT = £90 per day
£35 + VAT = £42 per day
£37.50 + VAT = £45 per day

£10 + VAT per day = £12 per day
£15 + VAT per day = £18 per day
£ 5 + VAT per day = £6 per day
£7.50 + VAT per day = £9 per day

OPTION D: Differential power rates for commercial users.
Free power connections for charity/community groups
Full space
Half space

£60 + VAT = £72 per day
£30 + VAT = £36 per day

Free of charge
Free of charge

With Power Supply:
Full space – 16A
Full space – 32A
Half Space – 16A
Half Space – 32A

£70 + VAT = £84 per day
£75 + VAT = £90 per day
£35 + VAT = £42 per day
£37.50 + VAT = £45 per day

Free of charge
Free of charge
Free of charge
Free of charge

N.B. All options include free hire of the space for charity and community groups as
previously approved by Council.
5
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Town Council Meeting 18th March 2021

REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

1.

Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill

A request has been received from the Helston Climate Action Group (HCAG) for
Helston Town Council to sign an open letter to Derek Thomas MP requesting his backing of
the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill. The open letter has been produced by The Climate
and Ecological Emergency Alliance – West Cornwall and a copy is attached at Appendix A.
HCAG have confirmed that they have signed the open letter and advise that Penzance Town
Council have also signed the letter. A short video introducing the Bill can be viewed on the
Transition Penwith website at https://www.transitionpenwith.org.uk/.
2.

Helston Climate Action Group – Insurance

A request for financial assistance has been received from the Helston Climate Action
Group to cover the cost of their annual insurance at a cost of £208 for the forthcoming year.
This insurance covers their Public Liability, Employers Liability, Professional Indemnity and
Trustee Liability insurance for all of their activities other than the repair cafe which is under a
separate policy.
3.

Policing and Security for the G7 Leaders’ Summit

A letter has been received from the Assistant Chief Constable updating on the policing
and security arrangements for the G7 Leaders’ Summit (Appendix B). Further information
regarding the arrangements will be made available via the force website at
www.dc.police.uk/G7.
4.

Pre-Election arrangements

The pre-election period, also known as purdah, is due to commence on 22nd March 2021
and requires the council to comply with restrictions outlined in Section 2 of the Local
Government Act 1986. This means that the use of Council resources to promote individual
candidates is not permitted. To comply with this it is recommended that the Council does not
receive any reports from Cornwall Councillors at its April Full Council meeting and that
controversial or Member items not be included on the Agenda for any meeting within this
period. The continuation of statutory duties such as the consideration of planning applications
is unaffected.
Further guidance on the restrictions can be found on the Local Government Authority website
at https://www.local.gov.uk/short-guide-publicity-during-pre-election-period.
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5.

New Councillor Training

Post-election New Councillor Induction training will be provided by the Town Clerk to
all Members on Monday 17th May 2021 at 6.30pm. CALC has also been appointed to provide
the following training courses for all Councillors:
Code of Conduct Training
Good Councillor Training
Chairmanship Training

6.30pm Thursday 10th June 2021
6.30pm Monday 14th June 2021
6.30pm Thursday 24th June 2021

The training will either be held remotely or at the Guildhall dependant of the social
distancing regulations in place at the time.
6.

Virtual Meetings

As part of the response to the Covid-19 pandemic the Government passed temporary
legislation which permitted the remote attendance at meetings. These regulations will cease
after 7th May 2021 after which time Council will again be required to hold physical meetings.
The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) continues to work with a range of
national bodies to press Government for the continuation of the facility to meet remotely after
May. A request for support for this initiative was received from the Cornwall Association of
Local Councils (CALC). Following Members informal decision to support the request, a letter
was sent to both Derek Thomas MP and the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities &
Local Government on the Council’s behalf. CALC have been advised that the Government
continues to review whether to extend the regulations to permit virtual meetings but no decision
has been made. This means that the Annual Council Meeting, which must be held within 14
days of the elections, may have to be held as a covid secure physical meeting. It will also be
advisable for the Council to review the Scheme of Delegation at the April Full Council meeting
should it not be possible to hold regular physical meetings due to Covid-19 risks.
7.

Local Council Awards Scheme

Helston Town Council’s current Quality Gold Council Accreditation under the NALC
Local Council Awards Scheme is due for renewal. An application for re-accreditation will
require payment of a registration fee of £50.00 to NALC and an accreditation fee of £200.00
for the Quality Gold Council level.
The awards scheme is intended to offer councils the opportunity to show that they meet
the standards set by the sector, assessed by their peers, and to put in place the conditions for
continued improvement. There are three levels of award with Quality Gold being the highest
and NALC states ‘The Quality Gold Award demonstrates that a council is at the forefront of
best practice and achieves excellence in governance, community leadership and council
development. Quality Gold councils provide leadership for their communities, bring people
together, have excellent business planning processes, ensuring value for money as well as
constantly seeking new innovations and opportunities to improve. They highlight the very best
we, as a sector, can achieve for our communities.’
Members are requested to authorise the Councils application for re-accreditation as a
Quality Gold Council under the NALC Local Council Awards Scheme.
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8.

Freedom Parade

RNAS Culdrose has provisionally set a date to hold the Freedom Parade at 11am on
Wednesday 22nd September 2021.

11th March 2021
Town Clerk
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www.transitionpenwith.org.uk

ceebill@transitionpenwith.org.uk

West Cornwall

15th February 2021

Open letter from The Climate and Ecological Emergency Alliance – West Cornwall
Dear Derek Thomas,
Back the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill – Safeguard Future Generations.
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill Alliance – West Cornwall is an alliance of concerned individuals and
organisations from across your constituency. We’re working together to raise the profile of the Climate and
Ecological Emergency Bill, and to ask our community leaders to support it.
We, the undersigned, are asking you to register your support for the CEE Bill. By doing so you will be acting to
safeguard future generations in West Cornwall and the wider world.
Here in Cornwall, the effects of our changing climate are threatening our natural landscape, health and security.
Extreme weather causes hardship to many of us – storm damage, homes flooded, travel chaos. Cornwall Council
has declared a Climate Emergency, stating that we are in ecological crisis. “Nature is in crisis, with 41% of
species having declined in the UK since 1970 – and Cornwall reflects that trend.”
The scale of the Climate and Ecological Emergency demands swift legislation with ambitious, binding targets.
The CEE Bill offers natural solutions to restore Cornwall’s fragile ecosystems and provides a comprehensive set
of metrics to assess progress. The main aims of the bill are:
• Ensure that the UK reduces greenhouse gas emissions in line with its legal obligations to
limit global heating to 1.5°C, particularly by reducing its international carbon footprint
(46% of UK carbon emissions come from imports).
• Ensure that the UK regenerates its habitats by providing robust measures to protect and
enhance the variety, abundance and health of soils and biodiversity.
• Set up a citizens assembly involving members of the public from all over the UK.
With current international policy, the world is heading for an alarming 3°C rise (or more) in global warming
by 2100 (UN report 2020), with devastating consequences to the natural systems that sustain life. The Paris
Agreement of 2016 settled on 1.5°C as the maximum level of warming our planet can tolerate safely.
This letter has support from community groups, businesses and organisations representing the wide-ranging
sectors that make up West Cornwall’s economy and culture. We’re backing the CEE bill because it gives the
certainty that Cornish businesses and community organisers need to plan ahead, innovate and invest, promoting
a green recovery with integrity and a brighter future for our region.
Like the 2008 Climate Act, the CEE bill begins its life as a private members bill. Prepared by scientists, academics
and lawyers, it already has the backing of a large number of MPs and a groundswell of grassroots support that
the government cannot ignore. We expect our MP to lead the way. Time is short – we must act now.
We respectfully ask you to back the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill for the protection of our land and
our children’s future.
This could be the most important gift you will ever give the community that you serve.
Signed,
CEE Bill Alliance – West Cornwall and aligned organisations as follows:
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Appendix B

Name
Address
Postcode
Over
the next 100 days we will all be working together to prepare for the arrival of some of the

world leaders to Cornwall as the Prime Minister hosts them for the G7 Leaders’ Summit.
The Chief Constable of Devon and Cornwall Police is responsible for the policing and security of
this event and we are working very closely with government departments, alongside all our
local
to ensure the event is safe, memorable and leaves a lasting legacy for Cornwall
DATEpartners,
2021
and the South West.
I am excited to be appointed as the strategic lead (gold commander) for Devon and Cornwall
Police in what is the largest and most complex security event we have ever hosted. Despite the
scale I am really confident that we have the capability and capacity within our organisation and
within local partners to rise to this unique challenge. We have a strong foundation of
partnership working and community policing that will be the bedrock of this event.
As part of our planning we are committed to working with you, all partners and our local
communities. Within my structure I have a dedicated engagement hub that will be managed by
Chief Superintendent Jim Pearce. Through this team I will ensure that you are kept updated in
sufficient detail that you can keep others informed. While there may be security details that we
cannot discuss, our approach working within our multi-agency planning team is one that we will
share information around the event and the impact with you as soon as possible.
I recognise this major international event will bring a level of concern to businesses and
residents. Undoubtedly there will be some disruption, an increase in event related personnel
and an increase in policing presence. I am confident that we can reassure our communities, but
I will need your support to achieve this.
I expect you will have several questions and we will be writing to you again to share more
information and discuss how we can keep you updated. In the interim you may make use of the
G7 Q&A page on our force website which can be accessed by visiting www.dc.police.uk/G7
We are honoured and proud to have been trusted with this event. While it provides the Force
an opportunity to demonstrate our policing excellence on the global stage, we know that the
most important operational outcome is to ensure that the summit passes safely, leaving a
positive legacy for the Force, the people of Cornwall and the wider peninsula.
If you have concerns, then please do not hesitate to contact us by email at:

Kind regards
Assistant Chief Constable Glen Mayhew
Police Gold Commander
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'-FP Mailing

'- 28/02/2021

'- 01/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

Voucher
713

Voucher
714

Voucher
715

Voucher
716

Voucher
717

Voucher
718

Voucher
719

Voucher
720

Voucher
721

Voucher
722

Voucher
723

Voucher
724

Voucher
725

Voucher
726

Voucher
727

Voucher
728

Voucher
729

Voucher
730

Voucher
731

'-E.on

'-Easy Accessibility Ltd

'-The Cumbria Clock Company Ltd

'-Corserv Ltd

'-Cormac Solutions Ltd

'-The Consortium

'-M.Y. Motors

'-Local Government Association

'-EE

'-Zoom Video Communications Inc

'-Good Energy Ltd

'-Good Energy Ltd

'-BACS297

'-BACS296

'-BACS295

'-BACS294

'-BACS293

'-BACS292

'-CCARD3

'-CCARD2

'-CCARD1

'-DD10

'-DD9

'-DD8

'-DD7

DD6

VOID

'-Good Energy Ltd

'-DD5

'-DD4

'-DD3

'-DD2

'-SO

'-DD1

Reference
'-BACS

'-Concorde Ltd

'-British Telecom

'-British Telecom

'-British Telecom

'-Cornwall Council

Payee Name
'-Salary Related Expenses

Voucher

Date Paid
Voucher
696 - 712 '- 15/03/2021

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

£6.02 '- Gas - Guildhall

£685.00 '- RoomMate Unit Monument Public Conveniences

£180.00 '- Projecting Clock Service

£3,161.36 '-

'-

'-

'-

£1,258 Lease of Council Vehicles, £1,903.36 Cleaning of
'Pub Cons
£584.99 '- Fuel for Vehicles
'-

£62.98 '- Cleaning Materials

£195.00 '- Van hire for Maintenance Team

£324.00 '- Employer's Role Pension Training DTC

£10.00 '- Top Up Office Mobile

£23.98 '- Zoom Video Conferencing

£9.79 '- Electricity - Coinagehall Street Feedar Pillar

£16.25 '- Electricity - Horse and Jockey Lane Feedar Pillar

£882.50 '- Electricity - Guildhall

VOID

£162.97 '- Photocopier/printer charges

£37.66 '- 565761

£108.00 '- Broadband

£41.15 '- Telephone

£103.00 '- Rates - Treng. Way Pub Cons

£72.00 '- Franking Machine

Amount Paid Transaction Detail
'£25,233.92 '- Salary

List of Payments made between 22/02/2020 and 31/03/2021

Helston Town Council
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'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 22/03/2021

'- 11/03/2021

Voucher
732

Voucher
733

Voucher
734

Voucher
735

Voucher
736

Voucher
737

Voucher
738

Voucher
739

Voucher
740

Voucher
741

Voucher
742

Voucher
743

Voucher
744

Voucher
745

Voucher
746

Voucher
747

Voucher
748

Voucher
749

Voucher
750

Voucher
751

Voucher
752

Voucher
753

Voucher
754

'-BACS

'-BACS

'-BACS

'-BACS

'-BACS311

'-BACS310

'-BACS309

'-BACS308

'-BACS307

'-BACS306

'-BACS305

'-BACS304

'-BACS303

'-BACS302

'-BACS301

'-BACS300

'-BACS299

'-BACS298

'-Petty Cash

'-Marie Curie

'-Lizard CHILD Trust

'-Helston RFC

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

Total Payments

'-111371

'-BACS

'-BACS

'-BACS

'-Helston Memory Community Cafe '-BACS

'-Helston Friendship Club

'-Helston Cricket Club

'-Helston Country Market

'-HCAG

'-Cornwall Association of Local

'-Wicksteed Leisure Ltd

'-Viridor Waste Management Limit

'-Viking Direct

'-South Kerrier Alliance CIC Ltd

'-Screwfix Direct Ltd

'-Sage Uk Ltd

'-Nick Ferris Skip Hire Ltd

'-Complete Office Solutions t/aM

'-Helston Trailers & Machinery

'-Helston Advertiser Ltd

'-Helston Fabrications Ltd

'-The Green Waste Company

'-Focus Technology

£49,489.70

£20.00 '- Fuel for Vehicle

£180.00 '- Grant

£435.00 '- Grant

£3,000.00 '- Grant

£800.00 '- Grant

£1,500.00 '- Grant

£2,070.00 '- Grant

£150.00 '- Grant

£2,970.00 '- Grant

£48.00 '- Election Training Course - 2 places

£308.74 '- Repairs to Carey Park Play Area

£68.76 '- Waste Disposal

£48.84 '- Cleaning Materials

£4,200.00 '- Marketing and Admin Services

£27.25 '- Maintenance Materials

£502.80 '- Payroll Software Annual Fee

£268.80 '- Skip Hire - Green Waste Disposal

£39.72 '- Stationery

£276.57 '- Servicing of Maintenance Equipment

£24.00 '- Advertising

£288.00 '- Storage Container - Feb 2021

£56.44 '- Waste Disposal

£306.21 '- IT Maintenance & Software

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-

'-
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