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15th October 2021 

To:   The Mayor and Members of the Town Council 

       

Dear Councillor 

 

You are summoned to attend a Meeting of Helston Town Council to be held at the 

Guildhall, Helston on THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER 2021 at 7.00 p.m. for the purpose of 

transacting the undermentioned business. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Pamela Lavelle 

Town Clerk 

 

A G E N D A 
 

1. Prayers 
 

2. Apologies for absence. 

 

3. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations 

(a) Members to declare interests in respect of any item on this Agenda. 

(b) To consider written requests from Members for dispensations. 

 

4. To receive a report by the Police Officer and/ or Tri-Service Officer if in attendance. 

 

5. To receive reports from, and to put questions to:- 

(a) Cornwall Councillor Guy Foreman 

(b) Cornwall Councillor Michael Thomas 

 

6. At this juncture the Meeting will adjourn for a period of up to fifteen minutes to permit 

members of the public present to put questions to Members or the Police Officer or to 

make observations.  

 

7. To approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 16th September 2021 

(Page 3). 

 

8. Matters Arising from the 16th September 2021 meeting (for information exchange only). 

 

9. To receive the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 23rd September 

2021 (Page 11) and approve the recommendation: 
 

That Full Council seek professional expertise to develop the plans for the Guildhall 

Lower Ground Floor. 

            PTO 

 

HELSTON  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Konsel an Dre Hellys 

 
The Guildhall, Helston, Cornwall, TR13 8ST 

Tel:  01326 572063 

Email: townclerk@helston-tc.gov.uk 
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10. To receive the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 7th October 2021 

(Page 15). 

 

11. To receive the Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee Meetings held 

on 12th October 2021. (Page 19). 

 

12. To receive announcements and communications from the Mayor and Town Clerk. 

 

13. To answer questions received from Members pursuant to Standing Order 8.1. 

 

14. At the request of Councillor Benyon to consider correspondence from Cornwall 

Councillor Jordan (Page 21). 
 

15. At the request of Councillor Benyon to consider the Council partnering with the 

University of Exeter to support student placements in order to gain their contributions to 

council working practices. 
 

16. To consider the Report of the Projects Officer (Page 23). 

 

17. To consider the Report of the Town Clerk (Page 29). 

 

18. To authorise the payment of Accounts (Page 37). 

 

19.  To receive written reports from, and to put questions to, Councillors who have attended 

meetings as representatives of Helston Town Council, since the last Meeting. 

 

20. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 The Council is invited to pass the following resolution:-  

That pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

21. To consider the provision of a Climate Emergency Outreach Officer (Previously 

circulated). 
 

22. To consider additional staffing and equipment requirements for herbicide free weed 

control. (Page 41) 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Councillors: T Grattan-Kane (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

 

R Williams  J Martin G T Looker 

R J L Boase  M J Kenchington S L Ramsden 

Mrs F N E Boase M Benyon  P M Webb 

M H Thomas  C Real  

 

Officers:  Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk) 

  Miss A D Retallack (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

95. Prayers 

 

The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Canon Miller. 

 

96. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Reverend Reed and Councillor 

Gilbert.  An apology was also received from Cornwall Councillor Foreman. 

 

97. Declarations of Interest 

 

 Councillors Benyon and Ramsden declared an interest in the grant application for 

Helston Climate Action Group as Members of the group. 

 

98. Requests for Dispensations 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Benyon had submitted a dispensation for the 

Full Council meeting on 16th September 2021 in respect of the Helston Climate Action Group 

grant application to participate in debate as she could provide additional information but not 

vote on the matter.  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council awarded Councillor Benyon a dispensation for the Full 

Council meeting on 16th September 2021 to participate in debate in respect of the Helston 

Climate Action Group grant application but not vote on the matter. 

 

99. Cornwall Councillor Reports 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas thanked Cormac for their assistance with the repairs to 

the East Leat supplying the Kennel system  and the completion of the public right of way 

behind Belmont Road which provided a safe route from Belmont Road to Carey Parc.  He 

then informed Members that works had commenced for the installation of a permanent 

vehicle activates sign on the Redruth Road as part of Phase 1 safety programme on the B3297.  

Councillor Thomas advised that there had been a delay between the repair of the Leat and the 

water flowing in the Kennels while Biffa cleared them of waste and the flow level was being 

monitored.  He appealed to residents and visitors to not place anything in the watercourse 
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which could cause blockages or items such as cigarette butts which impacted on the water 

quality of the Cober and Loe Pool.  Councillor Thomas then spoke on his role within 

Economic Growth and Development outlining ongoing activities.  Councillor Thomas raised 

concern with the status of GLL Leisure Centres advising that a number were potentially 

facing closure but Helston was currently not included.  He advised that Cornwall Council 

would shortly be carrying out a consultation for views on proposed changes to the provision 

of leisure centres in Cornwall.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas then responded to Members 

questions. 

 

101. Public Participation 

 

 Members of the public spoke to raise concerns with the condition of the Kennels 

which they considered a significant feature of the town and they were of the opinion a plan 

should be in place to resolve flow issues.  Councillor Thomas advised that the water flow did 

not have a function apart from aesthetics and the flow depended on many issues including 

riparian owners, people not dropping litter in the Kennels and an extraction licence making it 

a complex situation.  He confirmed he hoped to hold a public meeting to encourage the 

creation of a Friends group and advised that he was happy to discuss the issue further outside 

of the meeting. 

 

 A resident of Wendron Street raised concern with parking problems in the area and 

expressed the desire for the introduction of a residents parking scheme.  Councillor Thomas 

confirmed that he was willing to have a conversation with the resident outside of the meeting 

in his capacity as a Cornwall Council regarding residents parking schemes. 

 

 Representatives of Helston Athletic Football Club and the Lizard Child Trust spoke in 

support of their grant applications to outline their activities and the need for the works 

detailed in their applications. 

 

 Representatives of the Helston Climate Action Group spoke to urge the Council to 

take action regarding climate change encouraging engagement with the climate and ecological 

emergency training and requesting no further delay in the calculation of the carbon footprint.   

 

102. Minutes 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 17th July 2021 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

103. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

  

The Town Clerk reminded Members that the Minutes contained the following 

recommendation: 

 

That a budget of £5,000 from the Carbon Footprint Reduction budget be set for Phase 

I of the Coronation Gardens/ King George V Playing Fields Project. 

 

 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Ramsden, and 
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RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 22nd July 2021, 

be received and the recommendation approved. 
 

 

104. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 5th August 2021 

and 2nd September 2021, be received. 

 

105. Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee meetings 

held on 6th July 2021 and 7th September 2021, be received. 

 

106. Announcements 

  

 The Mayor advised that together with the Town Clerk and the Grounds and General 

Maintenance Supervisor he had met with representatives of Penzance Town Council to 

discuss and demonstrate the equipment they used for herbicide free weed control. 

 

107. Digital Community Hub 

 

 A representative of Wildanet spoke to explain the benefits and what was involved in 

the formation of a Digital Community Hub advising that the scheme was intended to reduce 

digital exclusion.  She confirmed that Wildanet would provide free internet connectivity for 

the selected community halls and could also provide the devices to access the internet, desks 

& chairs for the Hub and privacy pods if a private room was not available.  She confirmed 

that the venue would need to provide a suitable room with a power supply and agree to the 

installation of the required equipment.  A detailed debate ensued during which the 

representative from Wildanet responded to Members questions.  At the conclusion of the 

debate it was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Benyon, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported the creation of a Digital Community Hub in 

principle and referred the matter to a Working Party meeting to discuss and report back to 

Full Council. 

 

108. Town Council Carbon Audit 

 

 Councillor Kenchington advised that the Carbon Audit for the Town Council had been 

completed using a Local Government Authority model which provided the Council with a 

baseline.  He recommended the formation of a Carbon Footprint Working Party to produce a 

Helston Town Council Action Plan to reduce the Councils carbon footprint in the short and 

long term.  Councillor Kenchington advised that the Working Party would need to monitor 

progress and report back to Full Council on a 3 monthly basis and would evaluate progress on 

an annual basis and produce revised actions to work towards the agreed 2030 target. 

 

 A detailed debate ensued at the conclusion of which it was proposed by Councillor 

Kenchington, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously 
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RESOLVED – that a Carbon Footprint Reduction Working Party meeting be created. 

 

 The Mayor and Councillors Martin, Kenchington, Benyon and Ramsden together with 

the Town Clerk were appointed onto the Carbon Footprint Reduction Working Party. 

 
 

109. Policy regarding use of Face Masks and Social Distancing 

 

 Councillor Ramsden expressed the opinion that despite the latest advice the continued 

use of face masks and social distancing were a necessity giving details of the statistics for 

Covid infection rates and deaths both nationally and locally.  A detailed debate then ensued. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Martin, that in the 

interest of the safety of the Councillors, Council staff and members of the public, all physical 

meetings of the Council and other groups held at the Guildhall continue to adhere to previous 

social distancing rules and the use of face masks, to be reviewed when the scientific evidence 

suggests it is safe to discontinue these practices. 

 

An amendment was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor R J L 

Boase, that in the interest of the safety of the Councillors, Council staff and members of the 

public, all physical meetings of the Council continue to adhere to previous social distancing 

rules and the use of face masks and all other groups be advised to wear masks and maintain 

social distancing measures, to be reviewed when the scientific evidence suggests it is safe to 

discontinue these practices.  The amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion 

and it was 

 

RESOLVED – that in the interest of the safety of the Councillors, Council staff and members 

of the public, all physical meetings of the Council continue to adhere to previous social 

distancing rules and the use of face masks and all other groups be advised to wear masks and 

maintain social distancing measures, to be reviewed when the scientific evidence suggests it is 

safe to discontinue these practices. 

 

 Councillor Ramsden withdrew his Motion to encourage business to continue social 

distancing and the use of face masks as he was of the opinion that the Council could not do 

this when the requirement was not placed on all users of the Guildhall. 

 

110. Climate and Ecological Emergency Training 

 

 Amanda Brookman gave a presentation on the need for Climate and Ecological 

Emergency Training during which she referred to the disruptions which were happening 

across the globe and the impact to localities and gave statistics regarding the level of anxiety 

over climate change.  She advised that Helston had a reputation of being a leader in the field 

and encouraged participation in the training, advising that the Council needed to agree the 

what percentage undertook training to become the first climate literate Council.  Councillor 

Benyon confirmed that the training was being offered at a reduced cost and it was an 

opportunity for the Council to set an example to others.  A brief debate ensued at the 

conclusion of which it was proposed by Councillor Benyon, seconded by Councillor Martin, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that at least 75% of Councillors and Officers should undertake the training to 

become Climate Literate. 
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 It was further proposed by Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Benyon, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the training take place over a daytime session and evening sessions and 

both sessions be open to all. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Benyon, seconded by Councillor Ramsden, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that a Climate Training Working Party be formed to agree the arrangements 

and specific outcomes for the training. 

 

 Councillors Martin, Benyon, Ramsden, Real and Webb were appointed onto the 

Climate Training Working Party. 

 

111. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

including: 

 

• Welcome Back Fund – He had not yet heard back from the fund expressing his 

disappointment as it had been hoped to support some events which were due to take 

place in the near future. 

 

• Community Toilets – He had a meeting with the Mayor the following week to contact 

targeted businesses to determine interest. 
 

• Wendron Leats and Helston Kennels – Whilst the Kennels were not Helston Town 

Council’s responsibility and belonged to Cornwall Council he was trying to explore 

capital funding for repairs.  He advised that the cost to repair the Kennels was 

enormous and it was hoped to include any works in the place shaping scheme to 

enhance Coinagehall Street.  He had also been investigating the possibility of feeding 

the kennel via alternative water sources although the feasibility of this still had to be 

confirmed. 
 

• Community Energy Project – The applications to the Rural Community Energy Fund 

(RCEF) were on a rolling basis so it was possible to apply before the end of each 

month up to the end of March which gave the timescales for the project greater 

flexibility. 
 

• Coronation Gardens – Progress was being made and he was arranging a design 

workshop with the Scout Group and was in discussion with other user groups.  

Feedback had not yet been received from the Places Called Home Budget. 
 

112. Report of the Town Clerk 

(1) Grants 

 

Councillor Ramsden declared an interest in the Helston Climate Action Group 

(HCAG) Application and left the meeting during this item at 9.27pm.  Councillor 

Benyon declared an interest in the HCAG Application and left the meeting 

during this item after providing additional information on the application at 

9.29pm.  Councillors Benyon and Ramsden returned to the meeting at 9.32pm. 
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a) Determination of whether a grant would be awarded 

 

 It was agreed to award a grant to each of the following organisations: 

 

i) Epworth Hall 

ii) Helston Athletic Football Club 

iii) Helston Bowling Club 

iv) Helston Community Meals 

v) Helston Cricket Club 

vi) Helston Town Band 

vii) Lizard CHILD Trust 

viii) Southerly Point Co-operative Multi-Academy Trust 

 

It was agreed not to award a grant to the following organisations: 

 

i) Sapphire Sumpter – supported by CAST 

ii) Helston Climate Action Group 

 

b) Determination of amount of grant funding awarded  

 

i) Epworth Hall 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Real, that a grant of 

£1,200.00 be awarded to the Epworth Hall towards the refurbishment and renovation of the 

garden area. 

 

 An Amendment was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor 

Williams, that a grant of £1,000.00 be awarded to the Epworth Hall towards the refurbishment 

and renovation of the garden area. The Amendment was carried and became the Substantive 

Motion and it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £1,000.00 be awarded 

to the Epworth Hall towards the refurbishment and renovation of the garden area. 

 

ii) Helston Athletic Football Club 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, that a 

grant of £2,000.00 be pledged to the Helston Athletic Football Club towards the provision of 

spectator hardstanding. 

 

 An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Ramsden, that a grant of £4,500.00 be pledged to the Helston Athletic Football Club towards 

the provision of spectator hardstanding. The Amendment was carried and became the 

Substantive Motion and it was  

 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £4,500.00 be pledged 

to the Helston Athletic Football Club towards the provision of spectator hardstanding. 

 

iii) Helston Bowling Club 

 

It was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and  
 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £600 be awarded to 

Helston Bowling Club for improvements to the ditches surrounding the Green. 
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iv) Helston Community Meals 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Benyon, that a 

grant of £2,500.00 be awarded to Helston Community Meals for the provision of a 

commercial oven. 

 

 An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Looker, that a grant of £3,100.00 be awarded to Helston Community Meals for the provision 

of a commercial oven. The Amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and 

it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £3,100.00 be awarded 

to Helston Community Meals for the provision of a commercial oven. 

 

v) Helston Cricket Club 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, and 
 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £2,000 be pledged to 

Helston Cricket Club towards for the provision of new practice nets. 

 

113. Suspension of Standing Order 1.29 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.29 be suspended to allow the meeting to continue past 

the 3 hour limit to complete the consideration of the Town Clerk’s Report and to authorise the 

Schedule of Accounts for Payment. 

 

114. Report of the Town Clerk (Cont.) 

 

(1) Grants (Cont.) 

 

vi) Helston Town Band 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 
 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £2,000 be awarded to 

Helston Town Band for the Flora Day Uniform Fund for the provision of new hats. 

 

 An Amendment had been proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Ramsden, that a grant of £1,000 be awarded to Helston Town Band for the Flora Day 

Uniform Fund towards the provision of new hats.  The Amendment failed. 

 

vii) Lizard CHILD Trust 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Ramsden, it 

was 
 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £985 be awarded to 

the Lizard CHILD Trust for the installation of Acoustic Treatment Sound Clouds. 
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viii) Southerly Point Co-operative Multi-Academy Trust 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and 
 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £1,700 be awarded to 

Helston Town Band to sponsor two boxes of texts. 

 

 An Amendment had been proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Ramsden, that a grant of £850 be awarded to Helston Town Band to sponsor one box of texts.  

The Amendment failed. 

 

(2) Resignation from Committees 

 

It was agreed that Councillor Martin be appointed onto the Amenities Committee. 

 

(3) Cornwall Council – Climate Literacy Training 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council accept Cornwall Council’s Climate Literacy Training offer 

and the Mayor and Councillor Looker be appointed as the two participants. 

 

115. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 245-310 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, in the total sum of £50749.31 be received and Account Nos. 311-340 inclusive 

as listed and set out as an Appendix to these Minutes, in the total sum of £34,016.26 be 

certified for payment. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.08pm 

 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL 

ON THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7.00PM 

 

 

Councillors:    

 

Mrs N Boase 

M H Thomas 

J Martin 

Ms Benyon 

S Ramsden 

P Webb 

 

 

 Councillor Williams was also present. 

 

 

Officers: Miss P J Lavelle – Town Clerk 

 

 

116. Declarations of Interests 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase declared an interest in item 1 of the Town Clerks Report as a 

Member of Helston Country Market. 

 

 

117. Minutes 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd July 2021 be approved and signed as 

a true record. 

 

 Councillor Martin abstained from the vote as he hadn’t been present at the meeting. 

 

 

118. Matters Arising 

 

 The Town Clerk informed Members that she had confirmation immediately prior to the 

meeting that the Council’s application for a Landmark Tree had been successful. 

 

 

119. Keep Helston Tidy Working Party Notes 

  

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Notes of the Keep Helston Tidy Working Party Meetings held on            

1st June, 15th June and 13th July 2021 be received. 

 

 

120. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

i) Coronation Gardens/ King George V Playing Fields 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on Phase I of the proposals for Coronation 

Gardens/ King George V Playing Fields advising that a representative of HCAG had organised 

the provision of 430 saplings in November for free by the Woodland Trust for underplanting and 

the planting of the area by the Rugby Club subject to approval from Cornwall Council as the 

current landowner.  The Projects Officer confirmed that he was still awaiting the decision from 
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the Places Called Home Fund.  He further advised that discussions with various stakeholders 

were ongoing. 

 

 Councillor Benyon queried if the Town Council had ordered any trees for the project.  

The Town Clerk confirmed that the Council had only authorised the budget for the project the 

previous week and once the tree requirements had been identified an order for trees could be 

placed. 

 

ii) Penrose Road Car Park 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on the situation with the Penrose Road Car Park.  

The Town Clerk confirmed the opinion of the Town Council’s insurance company.  Following a 

brief debate, it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that this item be moved to confidential session to allow Members to discuss the 

structural engineers report. 

 

iii) Guildhall Lower Ground Floor 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on the status of the Guildhall Lower Ground 

Floor project advising that professional expertise was required to develop the design to the same 

RIBA stage as the Cultural Quarter Project.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by 

Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RECOMMENDED – that Full Council seek professional expertise to develop the plans for the 

Guildhall Lower Ground Floor. 

 

 

121. Report of the Town Clerk  

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase declared an interest in the following item and left the meeting 

at 7.29pm. 

 

i) Charging Structure 

 

Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – the Helston Country Market continued to be charged £18 including vat for hire of 

the Corn Exchange and the situation be reviewed at the January Amenities Committee meeting. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Committee recommended to the Policy, Finance and Resources 

Committee that the current charging structure remain unchanged. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase returned to the meeting at 7.53pm. 

 

ii)  Remembrance ‘Tommy’ Silhouette 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Benyon, seconded by the Chair, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council not pursue the provision of Remembrance ‘Tommy’ 

Silhouette. 

 

12 



 

 3 

 

 

iii) Community Flood Wardens and Community Flood Plan 

 

 Following a detailed debate it was agreed to hold an informal meeting with the Flood 

Resilience Officer at the Environment Agency which would be open to all Members of the 

Council to discuss the assistance the Environment Agency could offer.  Members agreed to 

confirm their availability with the Town Clerk to allow the meeting to be arranged. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that following the meeting Councillors would canvas St Johns to seek interest for 

Community Flood Wardens and a letter be produced by the Town Clerk’s Office for circulation. 

 

 

122. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Benyon, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 

123. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

i) Penrose Road Car Park 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Benyon, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the devolution of the Penrose Road Car Park be investigated further with the 

development of a business case. 

 

  

124. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk  

 

i) Litter Bin 

 

 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Benyon, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that an additional bin be purchased for installation near the shelter at Monument 

Walk from Glasdon UK Ltd to match the existing bins. 

 

ii) Guildhall – Heating System 

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members on the situation regarding the Guildhall Heating System 

to advise that it had been confirmed that a 3 Phase electricity supply would be required for an 

electric boiler which had resulted in the withdrawal of a quotation.  The Town Clerk confirmed 

that further clarification was being sought from the suppliers of other heating types. 
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 On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Benyon, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that this item be deferred to allow the Town Clerk to investigate all options 

including temporary heating solutions and this item be reconsidered at the earliest opportunity. 

 

 It had been proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, that the 

Council accept the quotation for the installation for a gas boiler.  This motion failed.  Councillors 

Thomas and Mrs Boase requested their vote for the Motion to be recorded. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.04pm 

 

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

HELD AT THE GUILDHALL 

ON THURSDAY 7th OCTOBER 2021 AT 6.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: M J Kenchington in the Chair 

 

R J L Boase J Martin M Benyon 

A G Gilbert G T Looker P Webb 

 

 

 

Officers:   Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk) 
 

 

 

125. Declarations of Interest 

  

Councillors Kenchington; R J L Boase; Martin; Benyon; Gilbert; Looker and Webb 

declared an interest in application PA21/07481 as ex officio Trustees of the Downsland Trust.   

 

Councillor Looker read a statement that expressed his disappointment in the situation 

which prevented the Town Councillors from carrying out their statutory duty and making 

comment on application PA21/07481.  

 

 

126. Request for a dispensation 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that due to the interest declared in Application PA21/07481 all 

Members of the Committee required a blanket dispensation for that meeting only in order to 

process the Category I applications in accordance with Council procedures for noting without 

comment. 

 

On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that all Members present be awarded a dispensation for the 7th October 2021 

Planning Committee meeting in order to process the Category I applications in accordance with 

Council procedures for noting without comment. 

 

 

127. Minutes  
 

On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Gilbert, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd September 2021 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 
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128. Planning Applications 
 

CATEGORY I 

 

 

Recommendation  

i) Planning Application PA21/07481 

Application Type: Full Application 

Erection of 4no. buildings comprising comparison goods 

store with ancillary garden centre (Class E), food convenience 

store (Class E), drive-thru restaurant (Class E/Sui Ganeris) and 

coffee shop with drive-thru facility (Class E) plus vehicular 

access, car parking, servicing yard, landscaping and land for 

biodiversity enhancement. 

Land at Hospital Cross, Helston  

For Parsonage Developments Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unable to 

comment 

due to fettered 

interest 

 
 

ii) Planning Application PA21/07761 

Application Type: Full Application 

Proposed engineering works comprising the stabilisation of the site, 

construction of new 1200mm high wall and 

associated works 

Lanjowan, St Johns Road, Helston 

For Mr Matt Philips    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval 
 

iii) Planning Application PA21/08273 

Application Type; Full Application 

Minor alterations to existing building, use of ground floor 

within the E use class and conversion of the first floor into 

two residential flats 

2 Coinagehall Street, Helston 

For Business Location Services Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval 

 

iv) Planning Application PA21/08613 

Application Type: Full Application 

Proposed replacement of failed cement washed slates 

and provision of lead flashings at slate/wall and slate  

chimney junctions. Provision of clay ridge and hip tiles.  

8 Lady Street, Helston 

For Mrs E Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval 

 

v) Planning Application PA21/08614 

Application Type: Listed Building Consent 

Proposed replacement of failed cement washed slates 

and provision of lead flashings at slate/wall and slate  

chimney junctions. Provision of clay ridge and hip tiles.  

8 Lady Street, Helston 

For Mrs E Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval 

 

vi) Planning Application PA21/09082 

Construction of single storey pitched roof extension to  

side of dwelling with roof lights 

5 Nanscober Place, Helston 

For Mr Blundy  

 

 

 

 

 

Approval 
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 The delegated decisions of the Chair and Vice-Chair were noted and it was 

accepted that the Cornwall Council Planning Officer be notified of the recommendations 

accordingly. 

 

 

CATEGORY II 

viii) Planning Application PA21/08248 

 Application type: Full Application 

 Proposed Rear Extension   

 42 Hellis Wartha An Henlys, Helston  

 For Mr and Mrs Bua 

 

 Councillor Benyon gave a presentation with the aid of photographs. 

  

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Benyon, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA21/08248. 

 

Members also suggested that the Applicant consider the use of sustainable materials and recycled 

UPVC windows in the build and also gave consideration to solar panels. 

 

Councillor RJL Boase declared an interest in Application PA21/07443 and left the 

meeting at 6.41pm.  

vii) Planning Application PA21/07443 

 Application type: Full Application 

 New single garage and conversion of existing double garage 

 to ancillary accommodation.  

 10 Park View Road, Helston 

 For Mr Neil Williams 

 

 Councillor Martin gave a presentation with the aid of photographs. 

  

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor 

Gilbert, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA21/07443 subject 

to the condition that it not be used as a separate dwelling. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 6.56pm. 
 

 

129. Let’s Talk Survey  

  

Councillors noted the survey and agreed to complete as individuals if they wished. 

 

 

130. Neighbourhood Plan  

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members on the purpose and requirements for the production of 

a Neighbourhood Plan.  Following a brief debate it was agreed to arrange a meeting with a 

relevant officers from Cornwall Council to discuss the matter and future implications with all 

Council Members invited to attend. 
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Councillor Gilbert left the meeting at 7.24pm and returned at 7.26pm.  

 

131. Bodmin Town Council Letter 

 

 Members discussed the letter and agreed that a holding letter in response should be sent 

with a full response submitted by the beginning of November.  Councillor Gilbert agreed to 

collate responses from Planning Committee members and draft a response for circulation and 

approval.  Councillor Looker agreed to draft the holding letter. 

 

132. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  

On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following 

items of business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

133. Potential Planning Enforcement Matters 

  

The Planning Committee discussed a potential enforcement matter with works carried out 

without planning permission.  On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Gilbert, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that a Planning Enforcement Complaint be submitted on behalf of the Town 

Council. 

   

 

Meeting closed at 7.52 pm 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

 

 

        Chair 
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MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON TUESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2021 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Councillors: T E Grattan-Kane in the Chair  

 

R Williams R J L Boase  Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas J Martin M J Kenchington 

M Benyon A Gilbert S Ramsden 

   

     

Officers:  Miss P J Lavelle – Town Clerk 

134. Apologies 

 

 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Looker.  An apology for late 

attendance was received from Councillor Thomas. 

135. Absent 

 

 Councillors Real and Webb were absent without apologies. 

136. Draft Budget 2022/23 

 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk (previously circulated) that contained 

the draft 2022/23 Budget and the 2021/22 Schedule of Fees and Charges.  Each budget section 

was discussed and the Town Clerk answered Members’ questions. 

 

The Committee made the following amendments to the draft budget:- 

 

• Play Equipment Maintenance – it was agreed to reduce this amount by £3,000 and to use 

the Ear Marked Reserve to supplement maintenance costs 

 

Councillor Benyon left the meeting at 8.51pm and returned at 8.52pm 

 

• Tree Maintenance Budget – It was agreed to reduce this budget by £1,000 

 

• Marketing Budget – It was agreed to reduce this budget by £2,000 

 

Members considered reducing the grants budget by £2,000 but due to a ties vote this 

decision is deferred to Full Council. 

 

Members then considered the Schedule of Fees & Charges and it was agreed to increase 

the Flora Day electricity charge for Coinagehall Street to £10 including vat.  

 

 

It was further agreed that the Town Clerk investigate filming fees for other Councils and 

the Schedule of Fees & Charges be deferred to the following meeting. 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Kenchington 
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RESOLVED – that the 2022/23 draft budget, as amended, be recommended to Full Council at its 

meeting scheduled for 16th December 2021. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed 9.45 pm  

 

            

         Confirmed 

 

 

 

  Chair 
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Good evening Clerk, Chairman and Councillors, 
 
You are no doubt aware that there have been changes at Cornwall Council since the elections in 
May, I have been charged with asking all Town and Parish councils their views on Cornwall Council, 
what do you think needs changing? What do you think could be done better? How can we as the 
new administration make the changes that will benefit you and your communities? 
 
I have been a Town and Parish Councillor, a District Council, a Town and Parish Clerk and now a 
Cornwall Councillor and because of my background and still working as a P/T Clerk our Leader, Linda 
Taylor asked me to try and get some feedback directly from you. 
 
For instance:- 
 
What are your views on Planning?  

• Do you think the Cornwall Council planning department and committee’s listen to your 
comments? 

• What do you think could be done better? 
What are your views on Devolution? 

• Has your Council devolved anything from Cornwall Council i.e. Toilets, Libraries etc, if so, are 
you satisfied? 

What are your views on the waste and recycling? 

• Do you know the rates of recycling in your Town or Village? 

• Are you satisfied with your waste and recycling service? 
What are your views on the Roads etc? 
What are your views on Cornwall Housing? 
Do you think there is enough affordable Housing? 
What are your views on second homes? 

• Do you think the owners should pay more Council Tax? 

• What are your views on Second homes used as Holiday lets, registered as businesses to 
avoid paying rates and Council Tax? 

 
What do you think Cornwall Council gets right? 
How do you think Cornwall Council has handled the Corona-virus pandemic? 
Please bear in mind that some of the issues you will raise may be covered by legislation and the 
council has to abide by those rules 
 
This is just a small list and I am sure that you will have other questions and issues and we want to 
know your council’s views and that of your parishioners. 
 
I will be collating all  answers and we will publish the details, good and bad, I am sure you will have 
issues other than the ones I have mentioned so please don’t hold back, we want to know how we 
can improve you vision and experience of Cornwall Council. 
 
We don’t expect you to respond immediately as some council only meet monthly or by-monthly or 
only 3 times a year so this will be ongoing for at least 6 months and then we should have some idea 
of Town and Parish Councils views. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this email and we thank you in advance for any response you 
have, good or bad 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Barry Jordan  
Cornwall Councillor for the Camelford and Boscastle Division 
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Town Council Meeting   21st October 2021  

 
Report of the Projects Officer (PO) - incorporating feedback from the Projects Group 
                                                                    meeting held on 24th September 2021. 
                                                                       

1. Welcome Back Fund (WBF)  
 
1.1 Although an official offer letter has not been received to date, Cornwall Development 

Company (CDC) officers advised in September that an allocation of funding for Helston 
had been put forward for approval by CC.  It is anticipated that the grant awarded will 
be considerably less than that requested in the WBF application.   

 
1.2 CDC officers also advised that the emphasis of the programme should be on events 

designed to attract more people into the town centre rather than on ‘beautification’.  
The WBF Project Team is poised to meet to re-focus the programme as required as 
soon as the offer letter has been received.   

       
1.3    The Projects Group felt that the proposed St Piran’s Festival should be a priority 
          as it would be something new for Helston and given that it does not take place 
          until 5 March there would be time to plan and organise it.  The Council’s Events 
          Working Party will be meeting to discuss this shortly.   

 
2. Helston Cultural Quarter  

 
i) Design Brief 

 

2.1  Initial drawings were received from the project architect in time for the Place 
         Shaping Board’s meeting with Cornwall Council’s Economic Growth &  
         Development Directorate Leadership Team on 30 September.  These are due 
         to be discussed by the Cultural Quarter Project Team on 21 October.  
 

2.2  A quotation has been requested from a local contractor for clearing 
         vegetation from the retaining walls in the Drill Hall Yard and alongside the 
         Museum without disturbing the masonry, and for treating significant buddleia 
         and sycamore roots.  The purpose of the work would be to remove growth  
         currently overhanging the Museum roof, to facilitate design team assessment 
         of the extent of repairs required and to prevent further deterioration 
         pending any capital works to be carried out in the future as part of the  
         Cultural Quarter project.  It should be noted that this work does not fall  
         within the Council’s responsibility but the quotation will inform discussions 
         with private owners about their maintenance responsibilities and an  
         acceptable formula for sharing the cost of the work.  It is hoped that this 
         might set a precedent for future capital work.       
 

ii) Community Toilets proposal  
 

2.3  Several target businesses have been visited to date.  Other properties will be 
            surveyed in the next few weeks.  A full report on interest in the scheme, the 
           facilities available and opening hours will be presented to a future Amenities 
           Committee meeting.   
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iii) Guildhall Lower Ground Floor  
 

2.4 Subject to Council approval of the recent Amenities Committee recommendation, the 
Council will be seeking proposals from design professionals for the proposed 
renovation scheme, which will involve repair, modernisation and adaptation work to 
create versatile accommodation suitable for uses that will attract more people into 
the town centre.   

 
2.5 It is the intention for the proposals to be progressed to the same RIBA stage as the 

design brief for the Cultural Quarter, including a requirement for a pre-tender 
estimate that would provide a basis for Council decision-making.  

 
2.6  At such time when the accommodation can be released for other uses it is envisaged 

that the scheme could be funded in-house, either through existing/new budgets or 
prudential borrowing or that there may be potential to secure external funding from 
future capital programmes, perhaps as part of a package with other projects 
currently under development with support from Town Vitality funding.   

   
iv) Penrose Road Car Park 

2.7 In line with the recent resolution of the Amenities Committee a business case 
will now be prepared for devolution of the car park from CC.  It is apparent that this is 
the only way of establishing what sort of devolution options CC might offer.     

     
2.9 The Projects Group recognised that if the Council decided not to pursue devolution of 

the site, there may be potential for another local organisation with experience of 
managing devolved CC assets to pursue devolution in its own right.   

 
3. Leats and Kennels  

 
i) Maintaining water flow in the Kennels 

 

3.1 The Projects Group noted that Cormac had turned the water on again following a 
protracted period during which repairs to the east leat were planned and completed at 
a private property on the edge of Helston.   At the date of the meeting there appeared 
to be a limited flow beyond Shute Hill, an issue which Cllr. Mike Thomas was pursuing 
with Cormac’s Highways and Infrastructure Manager.   Subsequently the flow has 
stopped again due to another issue on which a verbal update will be provided at the 
meeting.   

 
3.2 The Projects Group discussed the poor condition of the kennels system, much of which 

is Listed.  Based on recent CC/Cormac advice the unit cost of conservation standard 
repairs is approximately £500 per linear metre which demonstrates that the total repair 
liability for the Listed sections in need of attention is huge.   

 
Due to the perceived importance of Helston’s heritage assets in revitalising the town 
centre it was felt that the Council should continue to lobby CC for investment in the 
kennels as a statutory responsibility. 

 
3.3 It was noted that the profile of the kennels was already being raised through the Town 

Vitality funding programme, particularly under the Reimagining Helston’s High Streets 
project, and that every opportunity would be explored to secure external capital 
funding.   
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4. Helston Community Energy Project 

 
4.1 In respect of one of the two front running target sites an offer has been received from 

Western Power Distribution detailing the costs of making a connection to the grid, and 
the level of curtailment (i.e., periods when energy could not be exported) due to 
limitations of the national grid at Alverdiscott.  This offer, and the next steps for the 
project are due to be discussed by the Community Energy Project Team on 14 October.   

  
4.2 Similar information for the other site has not been received yet but it is anticipated 

that many aspects of the offer will be like those already received for the other site.     
 
 

5. Coronation Gardens/King George V Playing Fields 
 

i) Progress Update 
 

5.1 Following approval of the Concept Plan and a budget of 
          £5,000 preparations were now being made for delivery of the Phase 1 soft  
          planting proposals. 
 
5.2 A planting workshop has been planned for Monday 29 November with  
          children from St Michael’s School.  The workshop will be facilitated by the 
          Council’s Grounds Maintenance Team as well as members of the Project Team 
          and School staff.  The children will be involved in planting fruit and other trees,  
          spring bulbs and wildflowers and in filling bug hotels.   
 
5.3 Coincidentally that day is also the start of National Tree Week.  Through a  
          community member of the Project Team, the project will be benefitting from  
          significant numbers of free trees from the Woodland Trust, which are due to  
          be delivered between 1 & 12 November.  
    
5.4 In advance of the planting workshop the Grounds Maintenance Team will be 
          doing some preparatory work, including removal of an obsolete concrete post  
          and chainlink fence.  It should be noted that this will necessitate the removal  
          of some existing planting but that this will be replaced with equivalent  
          planting in the new soft landscaping scheme.   
 
 
5.5 Further consultation is taking place with key stakeholders to develop details 
          for specific parts of the site, including the proposed picnic and food growing  
          areas.   
            
5.6 In line with the resolutions of the Amenities Committee further information on 
          costings and design for a sensory garden are being obtained and further 
          investigations are being carried out regarding the provision of an outdoor gym   
 
ii)  Scout Group Area  

5.7 The Scout Group have recently erected a new anti-climb fence enclosing the 
          area that they are leasing.  The fence is green and visually unobtrusive.  
          A design workshop has been planned with the Scout Group to develop a soft  
          landscaping scheme within the leased area that would improve it for wildlife 
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          purposes without creating a maintenance burden or impinging on Group  
          activities that require open space.   

 
iii) Rugby Club Area 

 

5.8 The Rugby Club has indicated that it is broadly supportive of the proposals 
          within the Concept Plan, but expressed the view that the extent of long grass 
          may need to be reduced to mitigate the risk of dog walkers gravitating  
          towards the pitch or open play areas within the Gardens. Subject to Cornwall  
          Council (CC) approval as landowner, and confirmation of maintenance  
          responsibilities it is proposed to proceed with the proposals in November.   
 
5.9 Fresh quotations have been sought and received for a new vehicular gate to be 
          installed in the corner closest to the Naval estate boundary, which will 
          facilitate an access route into the Playing Fields that mitigates against damage 
          to the playing surface.  The gate has now been purchased and the Grounds  
          Maintenance Team is poised to install it at their earliest convenience.  The  
          section of picket fencing removed to make way for the new gate will be used 
          to infill the gap left by removal of the existing (defective) gates. 

 
iv) Places Called Home bid 

 
5.10 Unfortunately, the bid to the National Lottery’s Places Called Home  
            programme seeking £5,000 was not successful.  It is understood that there was 
            a high level of competition for the available funds.   

 
6. Other Projects 
 

          Ministry of Defence (MOD) Corner (Monument Rd./Penzance Rd)  
6.1 Approaches have been made to the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO), which 

manages MOD property, about the possibility of obtaining a licence to permit the site 
to be improved with planting and a ‘Welcome’ sign or feature.  This was another 
project included in the Helston Public Realm Framework (Meiloci, 2015).  An initial 
response has been received indicating that the DIO would be amenable to this 
subject to consultation with neighbouring owners and Highways, all statutory 
consents being obtained and an undertaking to cover maintenance.                         

 

6.2 The Project Group felt that the development of ideas for this site would benefit from 
a design input from consultants to be appointed under the Re-imagining Helston’s 
High Streets (RHHS) project to ensure consistency of approach with other proposals 
for public realm improvements. It was agreed that the PO would liaise with the RHHS 
Project Team and Place Shaping Board in taking this initiative forward.   
 

Shopfront Signs  
6.3 The agents acting for owners of the former M & Co premises in Meneage Street have 

agreed to siting of the Council’s shopfront signs (previously in the former Original 
Factory Shop premises in Coinagehall Street) in the display windows there for a 
temporary period pending a new tenant being found.  The signs will be located there 
as soon as current building work on the property has finished. 

   
6.4 The Projects Group members were advised that there was also an opportunity to 

locate signs in an empty shop in Horse & Jockey Lane and recommended that 
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quotations should be obtained for additional signs to enable more empty premises to 
be targeted.  It is the intention for quotations to be obtained for consideration at 
future meetings of the Projects Group and Council.                                                                                                                                         

  
                                                                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 

Projects Officer                                                                                            13th October 2021                                                                                                                                                        
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Town Council Meeting 21st October 2021 

 

 

REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 

 

 

1. Review of Council’s Policy for Mask Wearing and Social Distancing 

 

 Following Council’s decision to introduce a policy requiring continued use of face 

masks and social distancing that is reviewed when scientific evidence it is safe to discontinue 

the practice.  Members are invited to review the situation and consider whether the scientific 

evidence suggests any changes to the policy. 

 

 

2. Request from Bude-Stratton Town Council 

 

 The Cornwall Association of Local Council has circulated an email on behalf of    

Bude-Stratton Town Council which is seeking support from Town and Parish Council’s to 

lobby for changes to the housing situation (Appendix A).  Members are requested to consider 

whether to support Bude-Stratton Town Council’s request. 

 

 

3. Cornwall Community Flood Forum 

 

The free Annual Cornwall Community Flood Forum conference is being held on Friday 

5th November 2021 between 9.15am and 3.45pm and members of the Council and the 

community are invited to attend.  The event is being held at Heartlands and attendees can either 

attend in person or join online via Zoom. 

 
 

4. Cornwall Council – Learning Hub 

 

 Cornwall Council have previously provided two free Learning Hub accounts to give 

access the Climate Literacy training and other online courses to Town and Parish Council 

Newsletter.  Cornwall Council are now able to offer additional paid access to the Learning 

Hub if additional Members wish to undertake the Climate Literacy training at a reduced cost 

of £200 per local council and £30 per person for the licence.  There is insufficient funding 

available in the Members Training budget to cover these costs but if Council is minded to 

pursue access to the Learning Hub funding could be allocated from the Council’s carbon 

footprint reduction budget.   

 

The Council is requested to confirm if it wishes to obtain paid access to Cornwall 

Council’s Learning Hub and if so to agree who access will be provided to. 
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5. Climate and Ecological Emergency (CEE) Bill 
 

At the March 2021 Full Council meeting the Council agreed to sign the open letter 

produced by The Climate and Ecological Emergency Alliance – West Cornwall supporting 

the introduction of the CEE Bill.  A request has now been received from the CEE Bill 

Alliance that the Council support the Climate and Ecological Emergency (CEE) Bill and 

write to Cornwall Council and Derek Thomas MP to request their public support for the Bill 

(Appendix B).   

 

 

6. Campaign to ban the sale of polystyrene body boards 

   

 Cornwall Council is supporting the campaign by Channel 4’s ‘Joe Lycett's 

Got Your Back’ to ban the sale of polystyrene body boards and Councillor Alvey has written 

requesting the Town Council’s involvement (Appendix C).  Members are invited to consider 

whether to support the campaign and if minded to do so how the Council will work with local 

retailers regarding the issue. 

 

 

7. Free Parking in Cornwall Council Car Parks 

 

 Cornwall Council has confirmed that in the run up to the festive period it will be 

offering free parking in Cornwall Council car parks on small business Saturday which falls on 

Saturday 4th December 2021. 

 

 

 

14th October 2021    

    

         Town Clerk 
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Appendix A 

Email from Bude-Stratton Town Council 

Housing was the number one issue that our Councillors came across when door knocking for 

May’s election, so they are keen to try and make a positive difference. Although this is 

difficult within the remit of a Town Council, hence the calls for policy changes at a 

government level and for Cornwall Council as the Housing Authority to take action.  The 

Council has resolved to lobby government to: 

 

1. End the ‘Right to Buy’ scheme 

2. Scrutinise the principles of Affordable Housing with a view to creating links to local 

earnings 

3. New homes must be prioritised for local need and occupancy 

4. Second Homes: 

a. To allow a multiplier of council tax which is passed to local communities 

b. Scrutiny of the principle of registering houses as businesses 

5. Additions to our housing stock should be delivered to high sustainable living standards and 

offered with secure and humane tenancy agreements 

 

If this situation remains unchecked, we fear fracturing of our communities leading to long 

term social identity issues, workforce problems, loss of family support networks and empty 

homes bringing a loss of economic vitality and sustainability of our community.  Bude-

Stratton Town Council urges Cornwall Council to declare a housing emergency based on the 

BSTC statement.  

 

The Council is sending this statement to Scott Mann MP and is also passing it to CALC and 

NALC for circulation to all Town and Parish Councils for support. 

 

We would welcome other Councils passing a similar resolution and adding to the call for 

action. 
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Appendix B 

Dear Miss Pamela Lavelle (Helston Town Parish Council), 

 

 

The CEE Bill Alliance recognises that Parish and Town Councils are incredibly influential 

with local authorities and elected politicians, and as ‘local’ organisations they are on the front 

line when it comes to protecting the places and communities we love and cherish. 

 

We are writing to ask your council to join many others across the UK to support the Climate 

and Ecological Emergency (CEE) Bill and add your voice to those organisations calling for 

join-up action that responds to the emergency of our natural world, our parks, villages and 

towns, our landscapes and wildlife. 

  

We have a draft motion which you may find useful to use, alongside a briefing document. If 

your council is supportive we are asking that after the motion is passed Council writes and 

requests your principal authorities and MP to also publicly support the Bill, if they have not 

already done so. 

 

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill, if made law would ensure that:  

1. the ecological emergency is tackled shoulder to shoulder with the climate crisis in a 

joined-up approach 

2. the Paris Agreement is enshrined into law to ensure that UK does its real fair share to 

limit global temperature rise to the most stringent end of the Paris agreement - 1.5°C 

3. the Leaders Pledge for Nature is enshrined into law to ensure that the UK’s 

ecosystems are protected and restored with a focus on biodiversity, soils and natural carbon 

sinks. 

4. the UK takes full responsibility for our entire greenhouse gas footprint (ie. 

consumption emissions plus passenger shipping, flights and land-based transport) by 

accounting for all of the emissions that take place overseas to manufacture, transport and 

dispose of the goods and services we import and consume. 

5. the UK takes full responsibility for our ecological footprint so that we protect health 

and resilience of ecosystems along both domestic and our global supply chains 

6. an emergency strategy is drawn up via a temporary Climate and Nature Assembly 

representative of the UK population working directly with Government and Parliament to 

find a way forward. 

  

A member of Zero Hour, the campaign for the CEE Bill would be happy to (virtually) attend 

a pre-Council meeting and answer questions about the proposed legislation, if that would be 

helpful. More information about the CEE Bill and supporting organisations can be found at 

www.CEEBill.uk , this 2 min video or a 15 min presentation may also prove useful. If you 

have any questions or require further information about the CEE Bill, please do get in touch.  

  

On behalf of the CEE Bill Alliance 

  

CEE Bill Alliance: Co-founder 
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Cornwall Council  |  Konsel Kernow 
The Exchange, 4th floor, New County Hall, Truro, TR1 3AY 
www.cornwall.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Dear Town and Parish Council Colleagues 
 
Campaign to ban the sale of environmentally-damaging body boards 
 
Cornwall Council is joining other coastal areas in supporting a new campaign by Channel 4’s ‘Joe Lycett's 
Got Your Back’ to ban the sale of polystyrene body boards and replace them with more sustainable 
alternatives. 
 
The BAFTA nominated TV series is broadcasting a programme in September highlighting how the cheap and 
flimsy bodyboards are discarded in coastal towns across the UK each year littering beaches and polluting 
the sea. 
 
The programme will look at sustainable alternatives and call for retailers to stock more durable body 
boards that can be rented out, thus ensuring that the items are not abandoned and treated as disposable. 
 
As the Cornwall Council Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Change, I am well aware of the 
problem and support Joe Lycett’s campaign. 
 
We have joined a list of other councils and organisations committed to asking local businesses to support 
the movement to ‘get on board’ with the Council and remove the sale of polystyrene bodyboards from 
Cornwall altogether. 
 
I am asking for your support in encouraging Cornwall’s retailers to consider stocking more durable, climate-
friendly body boards that can be rented out as a more sustainable option for the environment and 
businesses.  
 
We have all seen the images of the mountain of polystyrene boards that get left behind by beachgoers. And 
there are several great initiatives in Cornwall that are already dealing with the problem: 
 

• Cornwall Council is supporting Waterhaul, a social enterprise based in Cornwall which has a mission 
to transform the ocean’s most damaging plastic from waste to resource. Waterhaul is developing 
an education and outreach program through our Crowdfunder #BackTheFuture Cornwall Climate 
Action scheme. 

 

• BeachCare and Rivercare recycle and repurpose left behind boards. The Friends of Fistral Dunes 
‘Newquay Bodyboard Recycling scheme’ focusses on collecting and recycling body boards: 
https://fb.watch/6qDZiNPUuy/, and the Keep Britain Tidy #waveofwest project hires wooden 
bellyboards: https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/wooden-bellyboard-hire-scheme-will-rotect-our-
beloved-beaches/ 

 

 
 
 

  

  

  

Date: 31 August 2021 
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https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/waterhaul-planet-action
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/waterhaul-planet-action
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stories/breaking-news-cornwall-councils-new-fund-to-tackle-climate-change
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stories/breaking-news-cornwall-councils-new-fund-to-tackle-climate-change
https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2017-09-22/14-000-bodyboards-dumped-on-south-west-beaches-each-year
http://www.rivercare.org.uk/600-bodyboards-collected-from-westcountry-beaches/2748/2/16/2771/168
https://fb.watch/6qDZiNPUuy/
https://fb.watch/6qDZiNPUuy/
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/wooden-bellyboard-hire-scheme-will-rotect-our-beloved-beaches/
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/wooden-bellyboard-hire-scheme-will-rotect-our-beloved-beaches/


 

Cornwall Council  |  Konsel Kernow 
County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, Cornwall  TR1 3AY 
 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Personally, I am particularly keen to see the return to the old plywood body boards used by my Mum and 
Grandmother! 
 
Keep Britain Tidy have reported that 16,000 polystyrene bodyboards end up discarded on UK beaches every 
year. These brightly coloured boards usually cost less than £10 and are known to break easily - invariably 
getting discarded on our beaches at the end of the day. They have a large carbon footprint and because 
polystyrene is fragile and crumbles easily, the small white polystyrene balls can be mistaken as food by fish 
and other marine life.  
 
If you would like to support the campaign, please look at how your organisation can work with local 
retailers to find a different and better way for everyone to enjoy Cornwall’s waves. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Cllr M Alvey 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Change 
Cornwall Council 
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Voucher '- Date Paid '- Payee Name '-Reference '-Transaction Detail '-Amount Paid '-

voucher341 '- 15/10/2021 '- Salary Related Expenses '-BACS '-Salary Related Expenses '- £26,132.57 '-

voucher342 '- 01/10/2021 '- Cornwall Council '-Std Ord '-Rates - Guildhall '- £1,098.00 '-

voucher343 '- 25/10/2021 '- Good Energy Ltd '-DD1 '-Electricity - Feeder Pillar Coinagehall St '- £10.88 '-

voucher344 '- 30/09/2021 '- British Telecom '-DD2 '-Broadband, VOIP, Phones '- 292.98 '-

voucher345 '- 30/09/2021 '- Good Energy Ltd '-DD3 '-Electricity - Feeder Pillar Coinagehall St '- £11.24 '-

voucher346 '- 25/10/2021 '- Good Energy Ltd '-DD4 '-Electricity - Feeder Pillar Meneage St '- £10.72 '-

voucher347 '- 24/09/2021 '- Good Energy Ltd '-DD5 '-Electricity - Guildhall Pub Cons '- £25.98 '-

voucher348 '- 30/09/2021 '- Commercial Washrooms '-CCARD1 '-Replacement Toilet Roll Dispensers '- £160.80 '-

voucher349 '- 30/09/2021 '- Hygiene Supplies Direct Ltd '-CCARD2 '-Soap/Sanitiser Dispennsers '- £119.95 '-

voucher350 '- 30/09/2021 '- J Parker Dutch Bulbs WS Ltd '-CCARD3 '-Replacement Fruit Trees for Wellmoor '- £48.95 '-

voucher351 '- 30/09/2021 '- Workwear Express Ltd '-CCARD4 '-PPE '- £116.42 '-

voucher352 '- 30/09/2021 '- Zoom Video Communications Inc '-CCARD5 '-Zoom Video Conferencing '- £23.98 '-

voucher353 '- 25/10/2021 '- Argos '-CCARD6 '-Cleaning Materials '- £16.00 '-

voucher354 '- 25/10/2021 '- J Parker Dutch Bulbs WS Ltd '-CCARD7 '-Grounds Maintenance Materials '- £34.94 '-

voucher355 '- 25/10/2021 '- Start Traffic Ltd '-CCARD8 '-Mainenance Materials '- £37.56 '-

voucher356 '- 25/10/2021 '- L and S Engineers '-CCARD9 '-Maintenance Materials '- £37.08 '-

Helston Town Council

List of Payments made between 21/09/2021 and 25/10/2021
3
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voucher357 '- 25/10/2021 '- WYNNSTAY (AGRICULTURAL '-CCARD10 '-Vehicle Access Gate for King George V '- £194.64 '-

voucher358 '- 30/09/2021 '- English Braids '-BACS157 '-Christmas Light fixing equipment '- £1,386.29 '-

voucher359 '- 30/09/2021 '- PKF Littlejohn LLP '-BACS158 '-External Audit Fee '- £1,560.00 '-

voucher360 '- 30/09/2021 '- PRISM Measured Surveys '-BACS159 '-

Topographical Survey (Town Vitality 

Funding - TVF) '- £1,794.00 '-

voucher361 '- 25/10/2021 '- 3deep Media Ltd '-BACS160 '-Discover Helston Website Update (TVF) '- £120.00 '-

voucher362 '- 25/10/2021 '- BIFFA (Formerly Viridor) '-BACS161 '-Waste Management '- £66.64 '-

voucher363 '- 25/10/2021 '- Helston Home Hardware T/A Bowd '-BACS162 '-Maintenance Materials '- £13.09 '-

voucher364 '- 25/10/2021 '- Cornwall Association of Local '-BACS163 '-Training - TC & DTC '- £72.00 '-

voucher365 '- 25/10/2021 '- Clear-flow Ltd '-BACS164 '-Jetting - Monument PCs '- £90.00 '-

voucher366 '- 25/10/2021 '- Cormac Solutions Ltd '-BACS165 '-Guildhall PC Cleaning April - Sept 21 '- £6,216.48 '-

voucher367 '- 25/10/2021 '- Cormac Solutions Ltd '-BACS166 '-Monument PC Cleaning April-Sept 21 '- £2,952.60 '-

voucher368 '- 25/10/2021 '- Cormac Solutions Ltd '-BACS167 '-Trengrouse Way PC Cleaning Apr-Sept '- £2,971.08 '-

voucher369 '- 25/10/2021 '- Cormac Solutions Ltd '-BACS168 '-Vehicle & Mower Hire & repair '- £1,640.46 '-

voucher370 '- 25/10/2021 '- Cormac Solutions Ltd '-BACS169 '-Strimmer Repair '- £56.18 '-

voucher371 '- 25/10/2021 '- Corserv Ltd '-BACS170 '-Staff Training - Grounds Maintenance '- £350.22 '-

voucher372 '- 25/10/2021 '- Focus Technology '-BACS171 '-Monthly IT Support and Licences '- £328.14 '-

voucher373 '- 25/10/2021 '- Gould Electronics '-BACS172 '-Ofcom Annual Licence for Radios '- £95.00 '-

voucher374 '- 25/10/2021 '- Helston Fabrications Ltd '-BACS173 '-Storage Unit Rental '- £144.00 '-

voucher375 '- 25/10/2021 '- Helston Advertiser Ltd '-BACS174 '-Advertising - July and August '- £96.00 '-

voucher376 '- 25/10/2021 '- J C Williams '-BACS175 '-Vertical Blinds for Corn Exchange '- £2,360.16 '-

3
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voucher377 '- 25/10/2021 '- Lamps & Tubes Illuminations Lt '-BACS176 '-Christmas Lights '- £3,246.00 '-

voucher378 '- 25/10/2021 '- Rocksure Systems Ltd '-BACS177 '-Lone Worker Alarm - Quartlerly '- £114.84 '-

voucher379 '- 25/10/2021 '- BTE Services Ltd t/a South Wes '-BACS178 '-Bin and Mat Hire '- £48.59 '-

voucher380 '- 25/10/2021 '- South West Water Ltd '-BACS179 '-Water & Sewarage Trengrouse Way PCs '- £150.86 '-

voucher381 '- 25/10/2021 '- Trevena Cross Nurseries & Gard '-BACS180 '-Grounds Maintenance Materials '- £38.40 '-

voucher382 '- 25/10/2021 '- Wicksteed Leisure Ltd '-BACS181 '-Annual Play Area Inspections Fee '- £360.00 '-

voucher383 '- 25/10/2021 '- Epworth Hall '-BACS '-Grant Sept 21 '- £1,000.00 '-

voucher384 '- 25/10/2021 '- Helston Bowling Club '-BACS '-Grant Sept 21 '- £600.00 '-

voucher385 '- 25/10/2021 '- Southerly Point Coop Multi-Aca '-BACS '-Grant Sept 21 '- £1,700.00 '-

voucher386 '- 25/10/2021 '- Helston Commuity Meals '-BACS '-Grant Sept 21 '- £3,100.00 '-

voucher387 '- 25/10/2021 '- Helson Town Band '-BACS '-Grant Sept 21 '- £2,000.00 '-

voucher388 '- 25/10/2021 '- Lizard CHILD Trust '-BACS '-Grant Sept 21 '- £985.00 '-

voucher389 '- 25/10/2021 '- Mr C Bowcutt '-BACS '-Reimbursement - Vehicle spares '- £34.22 '-

voucher390 '- 25/10/2021 '- Miss P J Lavelle '-BACS '-

Reimbursement - cleaning materials, 

maintenance materials etc '- £97.36 '-

voucher391 '- 25/10/2021 '- Petty Cash '-11380 '-

Fuel for equipment, Maintenance Mats, 

Office Supplies '- £191.20 '-

voucher392 '- 25/10/2021 Mr T Benton '-BACS '-Travel Expenses '- £143.10 '-

£64,494.60 3
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