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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD VIRTUALLY 

ON THURSDAY 21ST JANUARY 2021 AT 6.30 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer 

Mrs N Roberts 

T E Grattan-Kane 

R F Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers:  Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk) 

  Miss A D Retallack (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

205. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

  

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas expressed concern at the rise is Covid cases in Helston 

and urged everyone to follow the safety guidance at all times.  He then expressed his gratitude 

to those involved with the roll out of the vaccines and urged all local leaders to challenge anti-

vaccination arguments.  Councillor Thomas advised that his casework had increased in the 

lockdown and he was dealing with a range of issues from planning applications to fallen trees.  

He further advised that he had been working with Cormac regarding a retaining wall and he 

welcomed the planned improvements to the B3297 Redruth Road.  Councillor Thomas 

confirmed that there had been limited progress with the Falmouth Road Leat repair and he 

was still awaiting the funding decision for a new street light in Belmont Road.  He then urged 

everyone to support Helston Sports Centre once lockdown was lifted.  Strategically, Cornwall 

Councillor Thomas advised that Cabinet and Full Council were due to approve the proposed 

Council Tax increase and the rate rise in Police precept was due to be announced on 5th 

February 2021.  He then advised that The Hive project had won ‘runner up’ in the category of 

Green Innovation in a time of Coronavirus at the Cornwall Sustainability Awards 2020. 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed entered the meeting at 6.36pm. 

 

Cornwall Councillor Martin informed Members that Cornwall Council had voted to 

hold the current Councillor allowance rate until the new Council had been elected.  He 

expressed concern that the reduction in the number of Cornwall Councillors would increase 

their workload and responsibility and the retention of the current rate could deter people from 

various backgrounds from applying.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised the conclusions of 

the report regarding allowances had been developed by a panel of independent people. He 

further advised that the Cornwall Councillors had been voting on the allowance for the new 

Council with many not standing for a further term and the potential that others might not be 

re-elected.  Cornwall Councillor Martin then updated Members on his attendance at the West 

Sub-Area Planning Committee meetings to advise that a number of applications were going 

through.  He then confirmed that Government wished to adhere to the 6th May 2021 election 

date as far as possible. 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that no report had been received from Cornwall Councillor 

Wallis. 
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206. Minutes 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 17th December 2020 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed abstained from the vote as he had not been present at 

the meeting. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council meeting held on 6th January 

2021 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed abstained from the vote as he had not been present at 

the meeting. 

 

207. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7th January 2021, 

be received. 

 

208. Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee 

  

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee meeting 

held on 12th January 2021, be received and the recommendations approved. 

 

209. Announcements 

  

 The Mayor made the following announcements: 

 

• The Mayor had attended the Helston Climate Action Group (HCAG) Review 

celebrating the success of the projects so far; 

 

• He confirmed that the Community Emergency Response Team was fully operational 

and was receiving fewer requests than previously; 
 

• He had received offers of tablets and laptops for the schools to use and would be 

dropping them to the schools the following day; 
 

• He suggested that the CCTV coverage for town be reviewed to confirm if it could be 

extended to provide additional cover at Coronation Park; and 
 

• The Mayor informed Members that a representative of HCAG had queried if the 

Council had a flood plan for Helston.  Councillor Grattan-Kane advised that this was 

the next step following the Emergency Plan. 
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210. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

including: 

 

• Town Vitality Fund – The application had been reduced to comply with the £100,000 

funding guide and a decision was expected by the end of February. 

 

• Re-opening Town Centres Safely Fund Phase 2 – Quotations had been obtained for the 

banners and hand sanitisers and orders would be placed in the near future. 
 

• Helston Cultural Quarter (Market Place) – A preferred consultant had been identified 

for the design contract should the Town Vitality Fund be successful and the results of 

the survey of the Penrose Road car park had been received. 

 

• Helston Energy Scoping Study – Funding was anticipated and the scoping study was 

expected to proceed in the following weeks. 
 

• Wendron Leats and Helston Kennels – The content for a digital exhibition continued 

to be developed and Councillor Thomas appealed for public involvement to record a 

video or sound clip regarding experiences of the Kennels. 
 

• King George V Playing Fields – A meeting with interested parties had been set up for 

Tuesday 26th January 2021 with a view to drawing up a costed design for 

consideration by the Amenities Committee. 
 

211. Report of the Town Clerk 

(1) Casual Vacancy – North Ward 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas, 

it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Town Council not fill the seat until the proposed election in May but the 

situation be reviewed if the election changed. 

(2) Staff Holiday Entitlement Procedure 

 

It was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, as a one off measure, staff be permitted to carry over up to an additional 

5 days holiday to the 2021/22 holiday year and up to an extra 5 days holiday to the 2022/23 

holiday year. 

 

212. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 594-645 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £46,421.38. 
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213.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business 

by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

214. Council Accommodation 

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members regarding Council accommodation to advise that 

the purchase of a building had not been successful.  Following a brief debate it was agreed 

that further options be investigated. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 7.56pm 

 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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