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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD VIRTUALLY 

ON THURSDAY 1ST OCTOBER 2020 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Present: Councillor J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

Councillors: 

 

R Williams   M H Thomas   T E Grattan-Kane 

R J L Boase   Mr G A Geer   R F Edgcumbe 

Mrs F N E Boase  Mrs N Roberts   M J Kenchington 

 

Officers: Miss P J Lavelle – Deputy Town Clerk 

  Mrs K Best – Administrative Assistant 

 

 

110. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Reverend Reed and  

B Thomas. 

 

 

111. Potential Restoration of the Helston Rail Link 

 

 Mr D Turnbull spoke on behalf of the Helston Community Interest Company 

(HCIC) to advise that the group had submitted an Expression of Interest to the 

Government’s ‘Restoring your Railways’ Scheme which had been accepted.  He 

advised that the next stage of the project was to submit a feasibility study to the ‘Ideas 

Fund’ but the feasibility study required technical knowledge which required the support 

of specialists.  Mr Turnbull then outlined the costs involved in producing the feasibility 

study totalling £8,050 plus vat which needed to be submitted before the fund closed for 

bids in early November.  He advised that the sum was being included as part of a bid to 

Cornwall Council’s High Street Vitality Fund but whilst all the feedback was positive a 

decision would not be known on this until the end of November at the earliest.  Mr 

Turnbull confirmed that Cornwall Council had agreed to advance £10,000 from the 

High Street Vitality Fund to enable the production of the feasibility study.  He advised 

that HCIC was seeking the Town Council’s support with the project and requested that 

the Council hold the £10,000 and pay the professionals for their assistance.   

 

 A detailed debate ensued during which Mr Turnbull responded to Members’ 

questions to make the following points: 

 

• Whilst all feedback was positive that a bid to the High Street Vitality Fund 

would be successful, there was a small risk that the funding might not be 

awarded which would require the Town Council to underwrite the cost; 

• £2,000 had been pledged to the project by the affected parishes which HCIC 

wished to keep in reserve for further project involvement, but if the funding bid 

was unsuccessful this would be deducted from the costs leaving a balance of 

£6,050 which would need to be underwritten by Helston Town Council; 

• The project would highlight the connectivity issues experienced by Helston; 

• Helston Town Council’s support of the project would be positively viewed by 

Cornwall Council; and 
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• Helston needed to have projects that were ready to proceed in order to have a 

chance of obtaining funding when government grants became available. 

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, 

seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council: 

 

a) supported Helston Community Interest Company’s project to produce a 

feasibility study to determine the potential for the restoration of the Helston 

Rail Link; 

b) accept the £10,000 funding advanced from the High Street Vitality Fund by 

Cornwall Council and pay the professional fees required to produce the 

feasibility study; and 

c) agreed to underwrite the project up to a value of £6,050 if the funding bid was 

unsuccessful. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed 7.48pm 

 

 

       Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Town Mayor 
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