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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2022 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Councillors:  T Grattan-Kane (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers:  Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk) 

  Miss A D Retallack (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

228. Prayers 

 

The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Canon David Miller. 

 

229. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from the Councillor Benyon. 

 

230. Absent 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed was absent without submitting apologies. 

 

230a. Requests for Dispensations  
  

The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Ramsden had submitted a dispensation for the Full 

Council meeting on 17th February 2022 in respect of the Helston Climate Action Group grant 

application to participate in debate as he could provide additional information but not vote on the 

matter.   

  

On the proposition of Councillor #, seconded by Councillor #, it was  

  

RESOLVED – that the Town Council awarded Councillor Ramsden a dispensation for the Full 

Council meeting on 17th February 2022 to participate in debate in respect of the Helston Climate 

Action Group grant application but not vote on the matter.  

 

231. Cornwall Councillors’ Reports 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Foreman reminded Members that the consultation regarding closure of 

day care centres was live and could be accessed by the public at the ‘Lets Talk Cornwall Website’. 

Cornwall Councillor Foreman mentioned that the proposed Meneage Road crossing was 

progressing and that he was pushing the matter as much as he could. Councillor Foreman informed 

Members that he had asked Cormac to post a Helston specific advert for Crossing Patrol Operatives 

for Helston as there were currently two vacancies.  
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 Cornwall Council Thomas informed Members that the budget was one of cuts and a 

programme of reduction and advised that localism has not been addressed. Cornwall Councillor 

Thomas reminded all present that Crazy Golf would be available at the Boating Lake at half term as 

part of the Welcome Back Fund activities.  

 

232. Public Participation 

 

Members of the Helston business community spoke to raise concerns with the level of 

antisocial behaviour being experienced in Helston. The issues included assault, windows being 

smashed, vandalism and intimidation. The business owners expressed concerns that it seemed the 

Police were reluctant to take action. One business owner mentioned that they had been informed by 

the Police that the CCTV footage available was not sufficient quality for them to take action. 

Another business owner informed Members that the Police had informed them that business owners 

needed to put up their own CCTV cameras. Councillor Looker requested that a representative from 

the Police be invited to attend the next Full Council Meeting as a matter of urgency.  

 

 Representatives of Cornubian Arts & Science Trust and Helston Climate Action Group 

spoke in support of their grant applications to outline their activities and the need for the works 

detailed in their applications. 

 

233. Minutes 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16th December 2021 be 

approved and signed as a true record. 

 

234. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 6th January 2022 and 

3rd February 2022 be received.  

 

235. Announcements 

 

 The Town Clerk informed members that due to the red weather warning in place for the next 

day the Office would be closed and office staff would be working from home.  

 

 The Town Mayor informed Members that he had attended the Helston Theatre Group’s 

pantomime and had heard nothing but good reports about it. He further advised that the Love 

Helston Photography Competition winners had been decided and would be notified shortly. 

 

236. Sharing Information and Signposting  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – to defer this item until the Full Council meeting on 17th March 2022. 
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237. Housing Statement  

 

Following a debate, on the proposition of Councillor Looker, seconded by Councillor 

Ramsden, it was unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the statement be adopted as drafted and be circulated to relevant parties. 

 

238. Hunt Activities 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council write to the Police and Crime Commissioner and Devon and 

Cornwall Police asking for proper enforcement of hunt activities.  

 

It had originally been proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Thomas, that 

as an ‘Earth Protector Town’ Helston Town Council did not support fox hunting in any way 

including the activities of any hunt organisation within the town and that Cornwall Council be 

informed of this objection.  This Motion failed. 

 

An amendment had also been proposed by Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor 

Looker, that as an ‘Earth Protector Town’ Helston Town Council did not support fox hunting and 

trail hunting in any way including the activities of any hunt organisation within the town and that 

Cornwall Council be informed of this objection.  This Motion failed. 

 

239. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 Members considered the Report of the Projects Officer. 

 

240. Report of the Town Clerk  

 

(1) Grants 

 

 

a) Determination of whether a grant would be awarded 

 

 It was agreed to award a grant to each of the following organisations: 

 

i) Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust  

ii) Cornubian Arts & Science Trust 

iii) Helston Bowling Club 

iv) Helston Climate Action Group  

 

 Councillor Ramsden and Councillor Webb declared an interest in the Helston Climate 

Action Group (HCAG) Application and left the meeting during this item at 8.53pm.  

Councillors Ramsden and Webb returned to the meeting at 8.55pm. 

 

b) Determination of amount of grant funding awarded  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

4 

 

i) Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor Real, and 

 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £100.00 be awarded to the 

Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust towards the developing clinical skills. 

 

ii) Cornubian Arts & Science Trust 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Real, and 

 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £2,500.00 be pledged to the 

Cornubian Arts & Science Trust CAST-Off event. 

 

iii) Helston Bowling Club 

 

It was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, that a 

grant of £500.00 be pledged to the Helston Bowling Club for the installation of a CCTV system. 

 

 An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor Looker, that 

a grant of £100.00 be pledged to the Helston Bowling Club for the installation of a CCTV system. 

The Amendment was carried.  

 

 A further Amendment was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Boase, that a grant of £200.00 be pledged to the Helston Bowling Club for the installation of a 

CCTV system.  The Amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was  

 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £200.00 be pledged to 

Helston Bowling Club for the installation of a CCTV system. 

 

 Councillors Ramsden and Webb declared an interest in the following item and left the 

meeting at 9.07pm.   

 

iv)  Helston Climate Action Group  

 

It was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that under the General Power of Competence a grant of £2,315.00 be pledged to 

Helston Climate Action Group for the Community Larder. 

 

 Councillors Ramsden and Webb returned to the meeting at 9.10pm. 

 

(2) Review of Council’s Policy for Mask Wearing and Social Distancing  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Policy remain unchanged 
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(3) Vandalism of Public Toilets  

 

On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the public toilets closing time remain 6pm and that the situation be monitored. 

 

(4) Fraud Awareness Presentation  

 

 This item was noted.  

 

(5) Invitations for Former Mayors to Civic Events 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that former Mayors be invited by email to civic events. 

 

(6) Discover Helston  

 

This item was noted. 

 

(7) Beating the Boundaries  

 

On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Ramsden, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the full Helston boundary be beaten as part of the Beating the Boundaries 

Ceremony on Wednesday 25th May 2022. 

 

(8) Climate and Ecological Emergency (CEE) Training  

 

This item was noted 

. 

(9) Strategic Plan Workshop  

 

This item was noted. 

 

(10) Lanteglos by Fowey Parish Council Housing Manifesto 

 

This item was noted. 

 

(11) CCTV for Helston Bowling Club  

 

On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that this item be deferred until the March Full Council Meeting.  
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(12) Cornwall Association of Local Councils (CALC) AGM 

 

 As the Council’s appointed representation for CALC, Councillor Kenchington agreed to 

attend the AGM to as the voting representative.  Councillor Looker also agreed to attend the AGM.  

 

(13) Request for Bin Storage  

 

Members expressed concern that the proposal would set a precedent which could be subject 

to anti-social behaviour and suggested the use of Cornwall Council’s assisted collection scheme as 

an alternative.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Kenchington, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council declined the request.  

 

241. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 512 - 643 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, in the total sum of £42,520.15 be received and be certified for payment. 

 

242. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  

 On the proposition of the Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

243. Council Accommodation 

  

The Town Clerk gave Members a verbal update on the search for alternative Council 

accommodation.  On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council were not interested in accommodation at Isaac House. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.59 pm 

 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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