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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21ST APRIL 2022 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Councillors:  T Grattan-Kane (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers:  Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

294. Prayers 

 

The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Reverend Christine Schmaus. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase entered the meeting at 7.02 pm 

 

295. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Reverend Reed. 

 

296. Declarations of Interest  

 

Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase declared an interest in the South Kerrier Heritage 

Trust Grant.  

 

297. Cornwall Councillors’ Reports 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Foreman reported that previous day Cornwall Council had voted to 

show support for Ukraine and that Cornwall had been the best region in terms of offering 

accommodation to the refugees. Councillor Foreman voiced his disappointment with the number of 

complaints regarding anti-social behaviour in Helston.  At the request of Councillor Williams, 

Cornwall Councillor Foreman agreed to raise his concerns with hedges which were overgrowing 

pavements.  

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas gave a detailed report on his activities advising that he was 

involved in a number of casework matters which included antisocial behaviour issues and had 

spoken with Inspector Shorten, as well as raising concerns about CCTV coverage raised by 

members of the public with the Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service. Cornwall Councillor Thomas 

mentioned the planning application at Gander Lane, stating that he looked forward to working with 

the applicants and residents.  

 

298. Public Participation 

 

A member of the public expressed concern that there was no public toilet in the Cornwall 

Council car park by the Penrose Estate and that people were relieving themselves in the bushes 

during the Park Run which could have up to two hundred participants.  She expressed the opinion 

that the Town Council should encourage the resolution of the issue.  The Mayor advised that he had 

spoken to the organisers and they were of the opinion that it was an isolated incident caused by an 

increased number of race participants with a number of visitors attending. 
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A member of the public advised that he was involved with the organisation of the park run 

and participants were told to use the public toilets at Coronation Park.  The member of the public 

then asked Members to consider not signing the Pledge for Nature until they were serious about 

climate change, citing examples of delays in progressing with activities.   The member of the public 

also expressed concern about the Downsland Trust investments policy and not receiving responses 

and was informed by the Mayor that the Downsland Trust was not part of the Town Council and the 

Downsland Trust were having a meeting.  The Mayor also commented that the Town Clerk is 

exceptionally busy which had resulted in delays to some projects, 

 

299. Minutes 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 17th March 2022 and the 

Special Town Council meeting held on 29th March 2022 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

300. Matters Arising 

 

 The Mayor advised he had received an email from the Police and Crime Commissioner 

apologising that a representative was not able to attend the Special Full Council meeting on 29th 

March 2022. 

  

 

301. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Amenities Committee meeting held on 23rd February 

2022 be received.  

 

302. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7th April 2022 be 

received.  

 

 Councillor Benyon abstained from the vote. 

 

303. Minutes of the Traffic Regulation Order Working Party 

  

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Ramsden, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Traffic Regulation Order Working Party meeting held on 24th 

February 2022 be received.  

 

Councillors Benyon and Webb abstained from the vote.  
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304. Announcements 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that the vacancy on Helston North Ward has been filled by Alex 

Wilkin and expressed a welcome.   

 

 The Mayor thanked Councillor Kenchington for chairing the Town Meeting in his absence. 

The Mayor advised that the Freedom Parade and the Bob Fitzsimmons played, funded by the 

Welcome Back Fund, had been outstanding successes and thanked all those who had helped to 

organise the events and taken part in them.  

 

305. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) to 

advise that in relation to the Cultural Quarter project the application for planning and Listed 

Building consent had been delayed and in respect of the Guildhall proposals the only option which 

had been ruled out was the alternate use of the Corn Exchange. He further advised that the Helston 

Community Energy Project Consultation was scheduled to start the following month.  

 

The Project Officer told Members that he had enjoyed working with the Council and thank 

everyone for their support. He believed that it is an exciting time for Helston and he is sorry to be 

leaving but is looking forward to retirement.  

 

Councillor Thomas expressed his thanks to the Projects Officer for his service to the Council 

and wished him the best for the future. 

 

306. Report of the Town Clerk  

 

(1) Review of Council’s Policy for Mask Wearing and Social Distancing  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Policy remain unchanged. 

 

(2) Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities  

 

 Following a brief debate on the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, 

it was unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that:  

a) the Town Clerk contact the writer to request further information about what is required, who the 

research was for and how it would be used;  

b) further advice be sought from the Cornwall Association of Local Councils.  

 

(3) CCTV Monitoring Hours  

 

 Following a debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Monitoring be carried out on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday with 

the same hours as previously and additional monitoring be carried out between 4pm and 9pm on 

Sundays.  
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(4) Pledge for Nature 

 

 Following a detailed debate, it was proposed by Councillor Looker, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the item be referred to the Amenities Committee to examine the required 

activities with a view to Full Council potentially signing the Pledge. 

 

Councillor Ramsden requested that his vote against the motion be recorded.   

 

 A Motion had been proposed by Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Martin, that 

the Council not sign the pledge and respond to explain the reason that the Council do not consider 

that the pledge went far enough.  This Motion failed. 

 

 

Councillor Looker left the meeting at 9.13 pm and returned at 9.17 pm 

 

(5) Statement of Support for Ukraine  

 

This item was noted. 

 

(6) Community Network Highways Scheme  

 

 This item was noted. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Bose left the meeting at 9.21 pm 

 

(7) Grant – South Kerrier Heritage Trust  

 

On the proposition of Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that permission be given to pay the budgeted sum to the South Kerrier Heritage 

Trust.  

 

Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 9.23 pm 

 

Councillor Benyon left the meeting at 9.23 pm 

 

(8) Grant – Furry youth Café (Helston) 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that permission be given to pay the budgeted sum to the Furry Youth Café (Helston) 

 

Councillor Thomas abstained from voting.  

 

Councillors Benyon and Mrs Boase returned to the meeting at 9.24 pm 

 

(9) Climate Literacy Training  

 

This item was noted. 
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(10) Representative on the Planning Committee 

 

Councillor Ramsden volunteered to join the Planning Committee. 

 

(11) Christmas Office Closure 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Ramsden, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Christmas office closure be confirmed as proposed.  

 

307. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Schedule for Payment be circulated by email when available 

 

308. Reports from attendance at meetings at representatives of Helston Town Council  

 

 Councillor Kenchington had provided a written report (previously circulated) in relation to 

his attendance at Helston CIC. The report was noted.  

 

309. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  

 On the proposition of the Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

  

310. Thomas Glynn Painting  

 

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the quotation from Nick Brierly Art Tech to hang a portrait be accepted.  

 

311. Freemen Ceremony 

 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that this item be deferred to the June 2022 meeting.  

 

312. Youth Worker Provision  

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.29 be suspended. 

 

After a brief debate on the proposition of Councillor Looker, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, it was  
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RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) Helston Town Council work in partnership with Porthleven Town Council to pool 

resources for this project; 

b) the Town Council contract Young People Cornwall for the provision of the detached 

youth work services in Helston; and 

c) authority be delegated to the Town Clerk to finalise and oversee the division of the hours 

and activities to ensure that both Councils receive a service commensurate to their 

contribution.  

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.09 pm 

 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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