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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER 2021 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Councillors: T Grattan-Kane (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

 

R Williams  M J Kenchington S L Ramsden 

R J L Boase  Rev. D P Reed   C L D Real 

Mrs F N E Boase M Benyon P M Webb 

M H Thomas  A G Gilbert   

J Martin G T Looker  

 

Officers:  Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk) 

  Miss A D Retallack (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

137. Prayers 

 

The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Canon Miller. 

 

138. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for late attendance were received from Councillor Real. 

 

139. Tri-Service Officer Report 

  

 The Tri-Service Officer for Helston introduced himself to Members and gave a brief 

introduction to the background of the Tri-Service Officers.  

 

140. Cornwall Councillor Reports 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas mentioned that he and Cormac were lobbying for a 

detailed survey of the visible and underground urban drainage in Helston.  He then informed 

Members that he had been pleased to welcome Cornwall Councillor Stephen Rushworth to a 

meeting regarding the place shaping projects and that Councillor Rushworth had been very 

impressed with the work undertaken.  Councillor Thomas referred to his involvement with the 

Children and Families Overview and Scrutiny Committee confirming that he was touched by 

the commitment of the Cornwall Council staff who were trying to help families who found 

themselves in sometimes very harrowing circumstances. Councillor Thomas advised that the 

main topic of discussion at Cornwall Council had been the budget for 2022/23 and there 

would be a Council Tax rise as well as cuts to jobs and services offered by Cornwall Council. 

Cornwall Councillor Thomas then responded to Members questions. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Foreman reminded Members that the Let’s Talk Transport 

Survey was live on Cornwall Council’s website until 24th December 2021.  Councillor 

Foreman advised that initially the Meneage Road crossing had been delayed due to the 

availability of resources and land but the issues were resolved.  Plans would be available for 

public consultation by the end of the year and work would commence in the new financial 

year. Councillor Foreman informed Members that he would be providing parishes within his 

division with red, white and blue wildflower seeds to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee which would be funded from his community chest. Cornwall Councillor Foreman then 

responded to Members questions. 
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Councillor Real entered the meeting at 7.32pm.  
 

 

141. Public Participation 

 

 A member of the public spoke to urge Councillors to look at the number of negative 

comments on the planning portal regarding the proposed Hospital Cross development.  He 

also expressed concerns about the impact of the development on traffic, litter and the viability 

of the town centre.  He then expressed disappointment that discussion of the potential 

provision of a Climate Outreach Worker would take place in closed session.  

 

142. Minutes 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16th September 2021 be 

approved and signed as a true record as amended. 

 

143. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

  

The Town Clerk reminded Members that the Minutes contained the following 

recommendation: 

 

That Full Council seek professional expertise to develop the plans for the Guildhall 

Lower Ground Floor. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Ramsden, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 23rd September 

2021, be received and the recommendation approved. 
 

 

144. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Gilbert, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7th October 2021, 

be received. 

 

145. Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee meeting 

held on 12th October 2021, be received. 
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146. Announcements 

  

 The Mayor offered his congratulations to Cllr Looker on the creation of the Helston 

Chamber of Commerce. The Mayor then thanked members of the public who assisted with the 

recent Town Tidy event and mentioned that the Poppy Appeal would launch in Helston at 

Tesco on 11am on 30th October.  The Mayor further advised that he had emailed Police and 

Crime Commissioner to seek funding for a second set of speed signs.  

 

147. Cornwall Council Correspondence  

 

 After discussion it was it was proposed by Councillor Benyon, seconded by Councillor 

R J L Boase, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk would send a response to Cornwall Councillor Jordan’s 

letter thanking him for the interest and confirming that Helston Town Council will be willing 

to engage in a formal consultation by Cornwall Council. 

 

 

148. University fo Exeter Student Placements  

 

 After a detailed discussion it was proposed by Councillor Benyon, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and  

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Benyon would contact the University of Exeter on the 

Councils behalf to give permission for Helston Town Council’s land to be used for project 

work providing that project work does not impact negatively on the workings of the Council. 

 

It was agreed that Councillor Benyon would forward a copy of the email to the Town 

Clerk for consideration prior to submission. 

 

149. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

including: 

 

• Welcome Back Fund – He expected to receive the offer letter in the next few days. 

 
 

• Wendron Leats and Helston Kennels – In addition to his written report the Projects 

Officer confirmed that it was estimated that the cost to repair one linear metre of 

kennel would be £500.  He further advised that the kennels formed part of Helston’s 

storm drainage and he would continue to put pressure on Cornwall Council in respect 

of their condition. 
 

 

The Project Officer then responded to Members questions. 
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150. Report of the Town Clerk  

 

(1) Review of Council’s Policy for Mask Wearing and Social Distancing 

 

On the Proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Real, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Policy remain unchanged. 

 

(2) Request from Bude-Stratton Town Council 

 

After a detailed discussion it was proposed by Councillor Ramsden, seconded by 

Councillor Kenchington, and  

 

RESOLVED – that a letter of thanks be sent to Bude Stratton Town Council and that a 

Housing Working Party be created to draft a full response. 

 

 Councillors Martin, Thomas, Gilbert, Looker, Ramsden, Real and Webb were 

appointed onto the Housing Working Party. 

 

(3) Cornwall Community Flood Forum 

 

 Councillor Williams indicated that he wished to attend the conference in person and 

the Mayor wished to attend online.  

 

(4) Cornwall Council – Learning Hub 

 

This item was noted.  

(5) Climate and Ecological Emergency (CEE) Bill 

 

After a discussion it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor 

Ramsden, and unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council should write to Derek Thomas MP to express the 

Council’s support for the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill and invite him to a meeting 

to discuss Helston Town Council’s concerns.  

 

(6) Campaign to ban the sale of polystyrene body boards 
 

Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Looker, and unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council support the campaign and that Councillor Looker 

approach the relevant retails outlets in town to discuss the matter.  
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(7) Free Parking in Cornwall Council Car Parks 

 

This item was noted.  

 

151. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Real, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 341 - 392 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, in the total sum of £64,494.60 be received and be certified for payment. 

 

152. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  

 On the proposition of the Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

153. Provision of a Climate Emergency Outreach Officer  

 

After a detailed discussion it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED – Helston Town Council not pursue the provision of a Climate Emergency 

Outreach Officer for 2021/2022.  

 

154. Staffing and equipment requirements for herbicide free weed control 

 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that this item be deferred to the next meeting.  

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.37pm 

 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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