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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16TH JUNE 2022 AT 7.00 PM 

 

Councillors:  T Grattan-Kane (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

J Martin 

M Kenchington 

Rev D J Reed 

M Benyon 

G T Looker 

S L Ramsden 

C L D Real 

P M Webb 

A Wilkin 

 

Officers:  Miss P J Lavelle (Town Clerk) 

   

36. Prayers 

 

The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Reverend Canon Miller. 

 

37. Apologies 

 

 An apology was received from Councillor R J L Boase for late attendance. 

 

38.  Police 

 

PS Kelly advised that the Police were continuing patrols to deter anti-social behaviour 

and he had noticed a drop in reports which he hoped was being felt by the community.  He 

confirmed that he continued to have monthly meetings with the anti-social behaviour team.  

PS Kelly advised that the crime figures for Helston and surrounds areas had dropped from 

previous months.  He then informed Members that the Police were trialling the use of e-bikes 

in Falmouth as part of their sustainability aims and if successful they would be considered for 

Helston although the terrain would pose its own challenges.  PS Kelly then responded to 

Members questions. 

 

39. Cornwall Councillors’ Reports 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Foreman advised that he had attended the public consultation for 

the Town Vitality projects along with the Leader of Cornwall Council, Councillor Taylor.  He 

advised that he had also met with Councillor Desmonde, Portfolio Holder for Transport, when 

he had visited Helston the previous week and was pleased to hear that he was supportive of 

the projects.  Councillor Foreman then thanked all those who had been involved in the 

planning, running and participating in the Jubilee events.  He then reminded Members that 

Councillor Taylor was holding a ’Meet the Leader’ event in Helston on 4th July 2022. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas gave a detailed report on his activities advising that the 

planning application at Gander Lane would be considered by the West Sub-Area Planning 

Committee in July.  Councillor Thomas confirmed that he was receiving Community Chest 

applications and advised that applicants could visit the Cornwall Council website for details 

on how to apply.  He then thanked the Council for its support of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations and Councillor R J L Boase for his assistance with the Beacon lighting ceremony.  

Councillor Thomas then expressed his thanks to a member of the public who discovered a 

blockage in the Leat and with the permission of the landowner had resolved the problem.  He 

then expressed his thanks to the Projects Officer who was scheduling a meeting with the 

relevant parties to discuss the way forward with the Leats and Kennels.  Councillor Thomas 

confirmed that he had been pleased to be part of the Place Shaping Group which had 

 

3 



 

2 

 

welcomed Councillor Desmonde, Portfolio Holder for Transport, to Helston.  He advised that 

Councillor Desmonde had supported the towns listing in the Levelling Up Funding Round 2 

bid application.  Councillor Thomas informed Members that there would be a Member 

briefing on the County Deal the following week and interest was being expressed regarding 

the Mayor for Cornwall.  Councillor Thomas then shared the information on the housing 

needs in Helston and offered to explain the information if required.  Councillor Thomas then 

responded to Members questions. 

 

40. Public Participation 

 

A member of the public thanked the Town Council for the grant funding which had 

enabled the Community Larder to open and also thanked Councillor Foreman for his 

assistance with the project.  She then outlined the numbers of people helped and the quantity 

of surplus food distributed advising that whilst the project had been created to tackle food 

waste it was used by people for a number of reasons.  The member of the public then 

expressed concern with the investments of Downsland Trust but the Mayor advised that the 

Town Council would not discuss Downsland Trust business. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase entered the meeting at 7.26 pm 

 

41. Minutes 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 17th May 2022 be 

approved and signed as a true record. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Boase, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 19th May 2022 be 

approved and signed as a true record. 

 

42. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Williams, it 

was unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 26th May 2022 

be received.  

 

43. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Ramsden, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st June 2022 be 

received.  

 

44. Announcements 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that Mrs Angela Thomas had joined the Council as an 

Administrative Assistant on 1st June 2022 and welcomed her to the Council.  The Town Clerk 
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then confirmed that Young People Cornwall expected to commence their outreach work 

funded by Helston Town Council and Porthleven Town Council in July. 

 

 The Mayor gave a detailed report on his activities and made particular mention to: 

  

• the Platinum Jubilee events throughout the town thanking all those involved for 

their work; 

• Beating the Boundaries, thanking Councillor R J L Boase for leading the event; 

• various meetings regarding the Levelling Up bid confirming that a phenomenal 

amount of work was involved in the preparation of the bid and that hopefully the 

first draft of the bid would be available the following week; 

• a meeting with the Environment Agency in respect of the development of a flood 

specific element of the emergency plan; 

• hanging baskets funded by the Mayors Fund which were available to Town Centre 

businesses; 

• the appeal to refurbish the Bob Fitzsimmons memorial which had nearly reached 

its target confirming that he had made a donation personally and from the Mayor’s 

Fund; 

• a project with students from the photographic and media studies course at 

Cornwall College who were recording images of the town and its inhabitants; and 

• the launch of the Armed Forces Veterans Breakfast Club. 

   

The Mayor then welcomed Mrs Angela Thomas to the Council. 

 

45. Procedure for Allocation of Grants 

 

Councillor Benyon advised that when she had joined the Council she had been 

uncertain of the grant awarding procedure and had felt it was an arbitrary process without an 

order of consideration.  She expressed the opinion that there was potential to develop the 

guidance and explained a suggested criteria she had produced.  Following a detailed debate it 

was proposed by Councillor Benyon, seconded by Councillor Martin, and  

 

RESOLVED – that a Working Party be created to review the grant application process to 

report back to the September Full Council meeting. 

 

 Councillors Williams, R J L Boase, Reverend Reed, Kenchington, Benyon and Wilkin 

volunteered to join the Grant Application Process Working Party. 

 

46.  Parking Enforcement 

 

Councillor Webb expressed concern regarding the parking problems within the town 

centre advising that he was of the opinion that the Town Council needed to take action on the 

issue and not wait for Cornwall Council.  Councillor Webb advised that he believed it was 

necessary to provide alternative solutions and not just penalise transgressors.  He then 

outlined his suggestions for alternative parking arrangements confirming that he was aware 

that many of the ideas were Cornwall Council’s responsibility.  A detailed debate ensured, at 

the conclusion of which it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

and  

 

RESOLVED – that the issues raised by Councillor Webb be considered by the Traffic 

Regulation Order Working Party. 
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47. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that the Projects Officer had offered her apologies as she 

was unable to attend the meeting and Members could contact her outside of the meeting if 

they had any questions.  Councillor Reverend Reed advised that he was very impressed with 

the report from the Projects Officer. 

 

Councillor Williams expressed concern with the proposals at King George V Play 

Area due to anti-social behaviour and the Mayor suggested that Councillor Williams contact 

the Projects Officer to discuss the matter. 

 

48. Report of the Town Clerk  

 

(1) Annual Audit of Accounts for 2021/22  

 

       The Council considered the Annual Report of Mr S Hudson, the Internal Auditor, 

together with supporting financial statements for submission to the External Auditor 

(circulated prior to the meeting). 

 

 It was thereupon proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Section 1 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return – the 

Annual Governance Statement, be approved and, upon completion in the affirmative in all 

respects, be signed by the Mayor and Town Clerk. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Accounting Statements for the financial year ended 31st March 2022 

as set out in the Annual Return, be approved, and duly signed on this Council’s behalf by the 

Mayor and the Town Clerk. 

 

      On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor R J L 

Boase, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that a vote of thanks be held for the Town Clerk and her staff for the way the 

accounts were prepared. 

 

(2) Bank Signatories 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that:  

 

a) Councillors Williams, Mrs Boase, Thomas and Reed remain as signatories for the 

Town Council’s bank accounts;  

 

b) the Town Clerk continue to be authorised to administer the bank accounts for the 

Town Council, the Helston Town Mayor’s Welfare Fund and the Trevenen 

Exhibition; and 

 

c)  the Deputy Town Clerk continue to be authorised to administer the Town 

Council’s current account. 
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(3) Key-holders/ Fire Alarm Responders 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, in addition to the Caretakers and Town Warden, the Mayor (Councillor 

Grattan-Kane) and Councillors Williams, R J L Boase, Mrs Boase, Ramsden and Webb be 

appointed as key-holders for the Guildhall. 

 

49. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 119 - 164 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, in the total sum of £58,068.35 and be certified for payment. 

 

50. Reports from attendance at meetings at representatives of Helston Town Council  

 

 Councillor R J L Boase submitted a verbal report on Beating the Boundaries. 

 

Councillor Kenchington submitted a verbal report on Helston CIC. 

 

Councillor Benyon submitted a verbal report on the Helston Climate Action Group. 

 

Councillor Ramsden submitted a verbal report on the Plougasnou Twinning Exchange. 

 

The reports were noted.  

 

51. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  

 On the proposition of the Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

  

52. Restricted Funds from the Sale of 3 Penrose Road  

 

On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council contact Derek Thomas MP for assistance in releasing 

the restricted funds from the sale of 3 Penrose Road.  

 

53. Freemen Ceremony 

 

Nominations were proposed for Freeman and for recipients of Town Plaques. 
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54. Administrative Capacity of the Council 

 

  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, 

and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the consideratrion of the administrative capacity of the Council be 

deferred until  the September Full Council meeting. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.54 pm 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

        Town Mayor 
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