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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON TUESDAY 15
TH

 APRIL 2014 AT 7.30 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J P Radford-Gaby (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

M H Thomas 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

M Upton 

M Knight 

Mrs N Roberts 

A R Harrison 

 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

   

 

593. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase 

and Mrs Geer due to prior engagements.   

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Apologies be received and accepted. 

 

594. Declarations of Interest 

 

 Councillor Upton advised that he had a dispensation to discuss matters relating to the 

Epworth Hall. 

 

595. Council’s Committee System 

 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk and a suggestion submitted by 

Councillor Thomas (circulated with the Agenda).  A detailed debate ensued during which 

Members spoke for and against the Council’s Committee System.  Suggestions that were 

considered included the dissolution of the Committee System in favour of holding only Full 

Council meetings and amendments to the Committee structure, both to reduce the overall 

number of meetings held.  At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor 

Williams, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Committee system be unaltered and the Calendar of Meetings as 

recommended by the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee be recommended for acceptance 

at the Annual Full Council meeting. 

 

 Councillor Miss Hornsby requested that the vote be recorded. 

 

 The Mayor and Councillors Williams, Thomas, Upton, Mrs Roberts & Harrison voted 

for the Motion and Councillors Miss Hornsby, Martin and Knight voted against. 

 

 It had been proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Martin, that the 

Council decommission all current committees allowing only for a Staffing Committee, which 

best practice required us to have and would only meet as and when necessary; and schedule Full 

Council for every two weeks equalling twenty eight clerked meetings (including both parts of 

the Annual meeting and Mayor Choosing meeting).  This Motion failed. 
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 It had been further proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, that 

the Calendar of Meetings included in the report of the Town Clerk at Appendix iii) be adopted 

as drawn up together with the proposed amendments to the Committee structure contained in 4.1 

of the report with the changes being reviewed at the Full Council meeting on 30
th

 October 2014.  

The Motion failed.  Councillor Knight had requested a recorded vote.  The Mayor and 

Councillors Miss Hornsby and Martin voted for the Motion, Councillors Williams, Thomas, 

Upton, Knight, Mrs Roberts and Harrison voted against. 

 

 Members then considered a suggestion included in the report of the Town Clerk that the 

Town Clerk be given delegated authority to spend from the following routine and maintenance-

type budgets:   

             

 Protective clothing          

 Staff training                   

 Repairs & maintenance of public conveniences   

 Office expenses (already delegated)     

 Advertisements       

 Office furniture          

 Cleaning materials       

 Town Warden – materials, tools etc     

 Road closure charges      

 Tree maintenance       

 Civic hospitality (in conjunction with the Mayor)   

 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council granted authority to the Town Clerk to spend within the 

above routine and maintenance-type budgets. 

 

 Councillor Williams requested that his vote against the Motion be recorded. 

 

 An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Williams, 

that the Town Council grant authority to the Town Clerk to spend up to a maximum of £150 

within the above budgets.  The Amendment failed. 

 

 A further Amendment was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor 

Williams, that the Town Council grant authority to the Town Clerk to spend up to a maximum 

of £500 on any one item within the above budgets.  The Amendment failed. 

 

 

596.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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597. To consider correspondence from the Council’s Solicitor 

 

 Members considered the Opinion of Rawdon Crozier of KBG Chambers received via the 

Council’s Solicitor along with previous Opinions (circulated prior to the meeting).  Following a 

detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that, having sought legal Opinion, the Council seek confirmation from the 

Charity Commission that the Council’s intention to de-restrict all the funds from the sale of        

3 Penrose Road meets with their approval. 

 

 

  

Meeting closed at 10.07pm  

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


