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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 15
TH 

AUGUST 2013 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: M H Thomas (Deputy Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

M Upton 

Mrs G A Geer 

L C W Harris 

M Knight 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

     

172. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillor Radford-Gaby (Town 

Mayor) who was unwell and Councillor Mrs Roberts who was on holiday.   

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor Knight, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Apologies be received and accepted. 

 

173. Police Matters 

  

 The Chair extended a welcome to PCSO Rogers who presented a detailed report which 

included recent crime figures and those for the corresponding period from the year previous. 

 

 Councillor Upton advised that he was not aware that he had been contacted by WPC 

Butcher regarding the gating of the alley ways as a representative of Helston Town Council but 

advised that he was willing to represent the Council if Members so wished. 

 

 Councillor Williams advised that the issue with cars for sale had improved since he 

raised the matter with WPC Butcher at the previous meeting. He then advised that there was a 

further issue with a market sign near the traffic lights at the top of Trengrouse Way which was 

distracting to traffic.  Councillor Miss Hornsby advised that the Helston Business Improvement 

Partnership had been informed that they would need planning permission for any permanent 

signage. 

  

174. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock gave a brief report on her activities during which she made 

particular mention to the problem with surface water in Cross Street, a request for information 

from Councillor Williams regarding an issue in the Penberthy Road area and her Community 

Chest Grant Fund.  She further advised that verbal approval had been received from the Cabinet 

Member regarding the Section 106 funding for Carey Parc Play Area.  Councillor Mrs Haycock 

also suggested that the Community Network Manager may be able to assist with obtaining 

funding for the gating of the private Opes in Coinagehall Street. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer expressed concerns regarding the condition of the Old Chapel Car 

Park at the bottom of Penrose Road advising that the plants growing out of the side of the wall 

could potentially destroy an historic feature of the town.  Councillor Mrs Haycock confirmed 

that she would follow-up the issue. 



 

 2 

 

 

 Councillor Martin advised that he was attempting to resolve the matter of funding for the 

new block at Helston Community College and had also dealt with issues regarding general 

flooding and dog bins.  Councillor Martin further advised that he had received a request for a 

crossing on the Redruth Road near East Close which he was investigating. 

 

 Councillor Harris raised his concerns with the lack of 30mph repeater signs on the 

Redruth Road.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had previously raised this issue and 

gave details of the explanation previously given by the Highways Department.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock then agreed to follow-up the issue again. 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that apologies had been received from Councillor Wallis 

who was on holiday. 

 

 b) Community Network Manager 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that apologies had been received from the Community Network 

Manager who was on leave but confirmed that she had provided a written report (circulated prior 

to the meeting).  During consideration of the report Councillor Upton queried who the Town 

Council representatives for the Helston Town Framework were, and whether a report on the 

meetings had been provided.  Councillor Knight advised that she had sought guidance from the 

Town Clerk regarding the format of the report and would be providing a written report on the 

Helston Town Framework meetings in the near future. 

 

175. Public Participation 
 

 A member of the public expressed his concerns with the increase in speed and the 

volume of traffic on the Redruth Road in recent years.  He then requested that all the public 

toilets be kept open when the Harvest Fair Carnival was held. 

 

 A member of the public advised that 2014 was the Centenary of the start of the First 

World War and Central Government was putting forward funding for events.  He expressed the 

opinion that Helston Town Council should allocate some funding and ask the people of the town 

how they wanted to mark the event.  Councillor Upton indicated that Helston Theatre Group 

were intending to put on a production for the Centenary confirming that there were community 

events being organised.  The Town Clerk confirmed that his office had contacted the Royal 

British Legion Branch to enquire whether it was holding an event and had been informed that 

nothing had been planned to date as it was too early.  Members briefly discussed the issue and 

the Chair suggested that Members gave the matter further consideration. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock spoke as a member of the public to give details of a recent 

Plougasnou Twinning visit and confirmed that the South Kerrier Heritage Trust had signed the 

lease and taken over the running of Helston Museum. 

  

176. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 18
th

 July 2013 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   
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177. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 18
th

 July 2013 

and 1
st
 August 2013, be received. 

 

178. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 25
th

 July 2013, 

be received. 

 

179. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting 

held on the 30
th

 July 2013, be received. 

 

180. Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor Knight, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Play & Young People Committee meeting held 

on the 5
th

 August 2013, be received. 

 

181. Notes of the Town Plan Survey Working Party 
 

 Councillor Knight gave a brief update on the work of the Town Plan Survey Working 

Party since the meeting on 29
th

 July 2013 advising that, together with Councillor Miss Hornsby 

as Chair and Vice Chair of the Amenities Committee, they had carried out a survey for the 

location of benches and had selected a preferred supplier. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase expressed concern that the Working Party was operating outside 

of its remit and suggested if it had fulfilled its role the Working Party should be dissolved.  

Councillors Miss Hornsby and Knight were of the opinion that the Working Party was operating 

within its remit advising that it was finding out information which it reported back to the 

appropriate Committee.  Councillor Miss Hornsby further advised that the Working Party would 

continue until the meeting with a representative of Cornwall Council to obtain information on 

Neighbourhood Plans and Town Plans. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Notes of the Town Plan Survey Working Party meeting held on the 29
th

 

July 2013, be received. 
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182. Announcements  
 

 The Chair advised that he was pleased to welcome Mrs Julia Chambers to the Council 

and confirmed that he also looked forward to welcoming Mr Martin Searle when he commenced 

work on 2
nd

 September as the Regeneration Officer. 

  

183. Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 (1) Sealing of Documents 

 

      On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Knight, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that authority be given to apply the Council’s common seal to the: 

 

a) Lease of Coronation Gardens (King George V playing fields); 

b) Lease of Wellmoor (Cades Parc) play area; 

c) Lease of The Monument public conveniences; and 

d) Lease of the Bulwark play area (when received). 

 

 (2) Trengrouse Way Public Conveniences 

 

      Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council accepted the inclusion of the adjacent grassed areas and 

under cover seating in the Trengrouse Way Public Conveniences lease. 

 

 (3) Neighbourhood Plans 

 

      This item was noted. 

 

 (4) Ingrid Loyau-Kennett 

 

      On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) a letter be sent to Andrew George MP and the Rector of Woolwich to confirm 

the Town Council’s support for appropriate recognition of the courage shown by 

Ms Loyau-Kennett; and 

b) letters supporting the nomination of an award be sent to the Honours Secretariat 

and the Secretary of State for Defence. 

 

 (5) Helston Jobcentre Plus 

 

      On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

a) the Town Council continued to oppose the Friday closure of the Helston 

Jobcentre Plus and requested that Andrew George MP continue with his efforts 

to have the facility re-opened; and 

b) a letter be sent to Ms C Webster to invite her to attend a Policy, Finance and 

Resources Committee meeting to discuss the provision of Work Clubs. 



 

 5 

 

 

       It was further proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Knight, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk respond to Mr Devenish to advise him on what the Town 

Council was doing regarding the Friday closure of the Helston Jobcentre Plus. 

 

 (6) Town and Parish Councils Summit 

 

      It was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to attend the Town and Parish Councils 

Summit on Saturday 21
st
 September. 

 

184. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 149-193 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £124,639.90. 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Williams and Councillor 

Miss Hornsby the following day. 

 

185. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 Councillor Upton requested an item on the following Full Council Agenda to discuss the 

Centenary of the start of the First World War and asked that Members contact the Town Clerk 

with suggestions. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.39pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


