
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON

ON THURSDAY 15  TH   JANUARY 2009 AT 7.15 P.M.  

Present: Councillor N.J.C. Devenish (Town Mayor) in the Chair

Councillors: 
Mrs S.M.E. Swift
N.C. Martin
P. Phillips

K. Reynolds
Mrs V.J. Matthew
D.C. Swift

R.R. Pryor

Officers: Mr C. Dawson (Town Clerk)
Miss P. J. Lavelle (Finance and Committee Assistant)
Mr C. Bowcutt (Town Warden)

346. PRAYERS
The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by the Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Dorothy 

Noakes.

347. APOLOGIES
Apologies  for  non-attendance  were  received  from  Councillor  Williams  who  was 

recovering  from  an  operation  and  Councillors  R.J.L.  Boase  and  Mrs  Boase  who  were  on 
holiday.  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was

RESOLVED – that the Apologies be received and accepted.

348. POLICE MATTERS
The Mayor  extended a  welcome to PC Cook who presented  a  detailed  report  which 

included recent crime figures and those for the corresponding period from the year previous.  He 
advised of the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary’s concerns regarding the proposed location of 
the bus shelter in Coinagehall Street.

349. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr I Perry wished everyone present a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year then 

asked if the CCTV cameras had been considered when the bus shelters  were proposed.  Mr 
Perry then requested an update on the Falmouth Road bus shelter and raised concerns with the 
condition of the road surfaces in Helston making particular mention of Trengrouse Way.  Mr 
Perry expressed the opinion  that  it  was  inevitable  that  bus shelters  would attract  anti-social 
behaviour but the shelters were a necessity.

The proprietor  of J J News, raised concerns that  the relocation of the bus stop from 
outside her premises to further up Coinagehall Street would effect the trade at the bottom of the 
town and  could  lead  to  more  businesses  closing.   She  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
location of a bus shelter outside the Post Office would exacerbate the anti-social behaviour in 
that area and did not believe that this would be an appropriate first impression to passengers on 
the buses.  She further advised that she had not objected to the location of a bus stop outside her 
premises.

Councillor Phillips advised that the Town Council had already submitted the response to 
the bus shelter consultations and advised that the CCTV cameras were not considered by the 
Town Council as they did not have the coverage information.  Councillor Phillips confirmed that 
the Falmouth Road bus shelter was out for consultation by Cornwall County Council.
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Further to Mr Perry’s comments regarding road surfacing, the Mayor advised that re-
surfacing  work was scheduled  to  be carried out  in  Wendron Street  and Godolphin Road as 
detailed in the Town Clerk’s report.  Councillor Mrs Swift further advised that she had received 
several  complaints  regarding  the  condition  of  the  road  in  Trengrouse  Way  which  she  had 
reported  to  the  Town Clerk’s  office  who had reported the  problem on to  Cornwall  County 
Council. 

350. MINUTES 
On the proposition of Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor D.C. Swift, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 18th December 2008 
be approved and signed as a true record.  

351. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
On the proposition of Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 18th December 
2008, be received.

352. MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor D.C. Swift, it 

was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 
the 7th January 2009, be received.

353. MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee Special meeting held on the 7th 
January 2009, be received.

354. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The  Town  Clerk  advised  that  the  Planning  Committee  Meeting  scheduled  for  22nd 

January 2009 had been cancelled.  Councillor Phillips advised that the meeting was cancelled 
because there were no planning applications for the Committee to consider.

The Mayor informed Members that he had recently met Andrew George MP and had 
requested that he press the Minister to increase the opening hours of the Jobcentre Plus in the 
light of the closure of Woolworth’s and the existing economic downturn.  The Mayor advised 
that Mr George had agreed to do this.

355. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT

a) Local County Councillors
Councillor Mrs Lyne informed Members that she had spent much of her time working on 

One Cornwall to resolve problems and advised that she would look into the condition of the road 
surface in Trengrouse Way.

Councillor Phillips spoke on behalf of Councillor Curnow to express his apologies for 
being unable to attend and to confirmed that Councillor Curnow had completed his Coinagehall 
Street bus shelter consultation and had fully supported the scheme.
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b) Local District Councillors
Councillor  Mrs Haycock advised that  she had been involved with the budget setting 

process at One Cornwall.  She also confirmed that she would be discussing the Helston Tourist 
Information Centre at the Scrutiny Committee the following week.  She had also been involved 
in a Task and Finish group which was reviewing the planning system.  Councillor Mrs Haycock 
further advised that she had attended a meeting to discuss the Kennels.

Councillor Mrs Swift confirmed that she had spent three days on Finance together with 
Councillors Mrs Lyne and Mrs Haycock and advised that she had been pleased to receive an 
invite to the induction of the new Pastor at the Light & Life Free Methodist Church.

c) One Cornwall Local Member
Councillor Mrs Swift advised that Councillor Clayton offered his apologies but due to 

the  present  uncertainties  he  was unable  to  provide  a  report,  adding  he  would  report  to  the 
Council as soon as he had any information.

356. USE OF THE ROAD SWEEPER IN HELSTON
Councillor  Mrs  Matthew  expressed  concerns  regarding  the  use  of  the  road  sweeper 

shortly before the refuse collection, thus reducing the effectiveness of the clean up, and gave a 
particular example of Marconi Close.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor 
Mrs Matthew, seconded by the Mayor, and 

RESOLVED – that a letter be sent to Kerrier District Council to request that they co-ordinate the 
use of the sweeper with the waste collection.

357. REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

(1) Casual Vacancy
      This item was noted.

(2) Employment Law
      On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

unanimously

RESOLVED – that:
a) the Town Council become a member of the South West Employers; and
b) the Town Clerk purchase ‘Croner Employment’ at a cost of £76.

(3) Bus Shelter
      Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and

RESOLVED – that:
a) Councillor  Phillips  approach the  resident  to  confirm if  she  could  carry out  a 

people count survey of those using the bus service; and
b) the Town Council proceed with a grant application for a bus shelter in Godolphin 

Road.

(4) Temporary Prohibition of Traffic
      The Town Clerk advised that the road closure had been postponed to 5 days between 

9th February and 27th February 2009.  This item was noted.
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(5) Public Seat – Helston Bowling Club
      Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Phillips, and

RESOLVED – that the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary and the Helston Youth Club’s Street 
Works Team be asked to focus their attention on this area and the item be re-visited in three 
months to establish if the anti-social behaviour problems had been reduced.

(6) Our Money Your Dream
     This item was noted.

(7) Devon & Cornwall Police Authority
      This item was noted.

(8) CALC Conference and AGM
     It was proposed by Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, and

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Swift and the Town Clerk be authorised to attend the CALC 
Conference and AGM.

Councillor Mrs Swift abstained from the vote.

(9) Staff Training
     On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

unanimously

RESOLVED – that the staff training as detailed in the Town Clerk’s Supplemental Report be 
approved.

358. REPORT OF THE TOWN WARDEN
Following a  detailed  debate  it  was  proposed  by the  Mayor,  seconded by Councillor 

Martin, and

RESOLVED –  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  Kerrier  District  Council  to  advise  that  damage  was 
occurring at Coronation Park due to the lack of a full time Park Warden and to request that the 
promised full time Park Warden be reinstated.

It was further proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, and 

RESOLVED – that a letter be sent to Coastline Housing to request that the damaged verges at 
the lower end of Trengrouse Way be made good.

359. SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
On the  proposition  of  Councillor  Phillips,  seconded  by  Councillor  Reynolds,  it  was 

unanimously

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 331-367 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 
these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £42,410.32.

It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Mrs Swift and Councillor 
Phillips.
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360. ATTENDANCES AT MEETINGS 
The Mayor had attended a Youth Club Management Committee Meeting.

Councillor Mrs Swift had attended a Citizens Advice Bureau Board meeting in Bodmin, 
two CALC Executive meetings and a Larger Local Councils meeting together with the Town 
Clerk.

361. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda.

362. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Pryor, it was

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

363. CONFIDENTIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

(1) Asbestos Incident
      This item was noted.

Meeting closed at 8.26pm 

Confirmed

Town Mayor
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