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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 15
TH

 MARCH 2012 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: R J L Boase (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

Mrs S M E Swift 

N J C Devenish  

K Reynolds 

D C Swift 

Mrs F N E Boase 

R R Pryor 

M H Thomas 

J P Radford-Gaby 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

     

591. Declarations of Interest  

 Councillor Williams declared an interest in item 5 of the Town Clerk’s Report (Agenda 

item 15) as his wife was the Public Convenience Warden. 

 

592. Police Matters 

 The Mayor extended a welcome to WPC Butcher who presented a report which included 

recent crime figures and those for the corresponding period from the year previous. 

 

 Councillor D C Swift advised that he had visited Coronation Park over the weekend and 

had concerns regarding the anti-social behaviour of several groups of youth’s which was quite 

intimidating.  He then expressed the opinion that the area would benefit from a random Police 

presence.  WPC Butcher advised that she would pass on the concerns and arrange for patrols in 

the area. 

 

593. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that apologies had been received from Councillor Robertson. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock referred to the Section 106 public realm funding from the 

Supermarkets advising that there were three years remaining for the funding to be spent and 

expressed concern that the finance could be lost if the work was not carried out.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock also suggested that the Town Centre Manager might be able to locate additional 

funding for the projects.  Councillor Mrs Haycock then advised that she would like to see the 

Guildhall toilets in the centre of town kept open and suggested that the problem concerning 

disabled access could be resolved.  Councillor Mrs Haycock further advised that the season 

ticket for the Castle Green Car Park cost £200.00 and confirmed that the parking issues at Parc 

Eglos School were improving expressing her thanks to PCSO’s Pascoe and Whitford for their 

assistance. 

 

 Councillor Devenish advised that some time previously Helston Town Council’s Play 

and Young People Committee had requested that the Section 106 funding from the Willows 

development be transferred over to the Town Council to be used as seed funding for play areas, 

such as Carey Parc and Manor Way, which did not have any play equipment.  Councillor 

Devenish then expressed his disappointment that the Town Council and the Play and Young 

People Committee had not been consulted on the intended use of the funding.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock advised that she was not aware that Helston Town Council had been given the 

impression it would receive the Section 106 funding from the Willows development, confirming 

that the funding was for Cornwall Council to spend in consultation with the local Division 
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Members.  Councillor Mrs Haycock further advised that the funding had to be spent in the 

vicinity of the development with Coronation Park being the closest play area and it required 

equipment for younger children. 

 

 Councillors Reynolds, Thomas and Radford-Gaby all expressed concern that the Town 

Council had not been consulted on where the Section 106 funding from the Willows 

development would be spent.  Councillor Thomas expressed the opinion that he would like to 

see all play areas fully functioning advising that it was disappointing to see empty play areas.  

Councillor Thomas confirmed that Members understood the protocols for the Section 106 

funding but suggested that a consultation would have given Members an opportunity for an 

input into the decision. 

 

 Councillor Wallis advised that Councillor Mrs Haycock had fully consulted with him 

confirming that the local Cornwall Councillors did not work in isolation but worked together for 

the benefit of Helston.  Councillor Wallis advised that the Section 106 funding would not go 

very far in terms of play equipment and the Cornwall Councillors had looked at where it could 

best be spent for all of Helston.  Councillor Wallis then confirmed that he had fully supported 

Councillor Mrs Haycock in her endeavours. 

 

 Councillor Wallis then advised that the Bulwark Group had been awarded £30,000 

funding in addition to the £7,000 from their own fundraising and he expressed his 

congratulations on their efforts.  Councillor Wallis further advised that there were nine trees 

being removed from the Boating Lake area confirming that he was looking at replacements.  He 

then confirmed that he had held a meeting regarding the centenary of the Coronation Lake and 

advised that he would be approaching the Town Council for funding.  Councillor Wallis then 

informed Members that the car parking charges had been changed to £1 for two hours from that 

day. 

 

 Councillor D C Swift expressed concern that the sides of the Boating Lake were 

crumbling and falling away in approximately four locations.  Councillor Wallis confirmed that 

he was aware of the problems advising that he was seeking funding.  Councillor D C Swift 

enquired if either a temporary repair could be made or warning signs installed as the surface was 

very pitted and he was concerned with public safety particularly with the increase in expected 

visitors over the forthcoming Easter weekend.  Councillor Wallis confirmed he would pass the 

concerns on. 

 

 Councillor Devenish advised that the superb result for the Bulwark Group demonstrated 

that with a small amount raised they were able to attract further funding which Helston Town 

Council would have also been able to do if they had been given the Section 106 funding from 

the Willows development.  Councillor Devenish then expressed the opinion that there could 

have been improvements to more play areas than just the one at Coronation Park. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock enquired if the Town Council had obtained seed funding for the 

other play areas it had refurbished in the Town.  The Town Clerk confirmed that they had 

obtained funding from approximately six sources for both play areas. 

 

 b) Community Network Manager 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that apologies had been received from Mrs C Chadwick for 

personal reasons. 
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594. Public Participation 
 A member of the public advised that he had received his Council Tax bill and whilst the 

majority related to Cornwall Council he did not have a problem with this as he could see what 

services they provided.  He then enquired what Helston Town Council provided for their portion 

of the bill.  The member of the public then advised that he had seen the article in a local 

newspaper regarding Councillors attending training in Cardiff and confirmed that he could not 

see the benefit.  He expressed the opinion that the town needed Public Conveniences and 

suggested that the Town Council take on the toilets advising that the Council was supposed to be 

giving a service to the Town which he believed they were failing to do.  The Mayor advised that 

part of the increase in the Precept was to have funding available to allow the Town Council to 

take over services from Cornwall Council.  The Member of the public advised that he could not 

equate the funding to the Town Council’s role, noting that most of the staff were white collar 

and enquired what they did.  

 

 Councillor D C Swift advised that it was better to invest in training than for it to cost 

large sums of money in a tribunal. 

 

 Another member of the public asked whether Cornwall Council owned Isaac House and, 

following confirmation from the Cornwall Councillors that Cornwall Council leased the 

building, he asked if they could arrange for the frontage to be cleaned.  He further advised that a 

member of the public was regularly feeding swans on the piazza at Coronation Park which was 

encouraging them back every day and was making the area very messy and requested that 

appropriate signage be installed to discourage feeding in that area.  The member of the public 

then advised that he hoped that Mr J Mitchell would be mentioned at the opening of the new 

Cattle Market Building as he had been instrumental in starting the project.  Cornwall Councillor 

Wallis advised that he would urge anyone feeding the swans to do so lakeside not near the café 

and advised that he would raise the concerns with Environmental Management. 

 

 A further member of the public confirmed that Helston Town Council employed eight 

people and queried why four Councillors and the Town Clerk were attending training when she 

believed the information could be obtained from County Hall. 

 

 A member of the public queried why appendices for agendas were not included on the 

Town Council’s website so that the public could be aware of what was being discussed in 

advance.  She also observed that a set of Sub-Committee Minutes had not been uploaded.  The 

Town Clerk confirmed that he had taken note of the comment regarding appendices and if it was 

Members’ wish he would ensure they were included.  He further advised that the Full Council 

Minutes and all Committee Minutes were available on the website confirming that the Staffing 

Sub-Committee was the only Sub-Committee in existence and it was an oversight that they had 

not been uploaded on the website. 

 

 A member of the public advised that he was very concerned regarding a proposed 

development between Lowertown and Gwarth an Drae and further potential development on the 

remaining land between Helston and Lowertown and asked the Councillors on the Helston 

Framework Steering Group if they could be aware of the concerns. 

 

 A further member of the public asked that the time allowed for public participation under 

Standing Order 1.6 be extended and advised that whilst he understood the Minutes were a précis 

could Councillor Reynolds comments that there would be no more expense on the public purse 

for 3 Penrose Road be recorded in the Minutes.  Councillor Reynolds advised that he recalled 

making that statement at the previous meeting and confirmed that there would be no further 

public expense for security, fencing, insurance and utilities advising that a payment had been 

received from the purchaser that day.  The member of the public then asked when the results 

from the Town Plan questionnaire would be available.  The Town Clerk confirmed that he had 

not heard from the company and advised that he would make enquiries into its progress. 
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 Councillor Thomas referred to the presentation on Sarcoma Cancer at the previous 

meeting and recent news coverage and asked if the letters from the Town Council had been sent.  

The Town Clerk confirmed that letters had been sent to Royal Cornwall Hospitals NHS Trust, 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Primary Care Trust, the Leader of Cornwall Council and Mr 

Andrew George MP. 

 

 A further member of the public spoke to query how disabled people were supposed to 

use a toilet when they were all locked and was also of the opinion that additional disabled 

parking spaces were required at the Old Cattle Market Building. He then reminded Members of 

the need for a bus shelter in Coinagehall Street suggesting that the Council seek sponsorship 

from the retail outlets.  The Mayor advised that there were disabled toilets located at the 

Monument and the bottom of Trengrouse Way which could be accessed using a radar key which 

any registered disabled person could apply for.  The Town Clerk advised that he had spent many 

hours investigating the possibility of a bus shelter in Coinagehall Street including several 

meetings with the Conservation Officer and advised that the only design that the Conservation 

Officer would accept cost approximately £20,000. 

 

 Councillor Reynolds referred to the comments regarding the training and advised that 

whilst the Council only had a few members of staff the Councillors were required to act just as 

responsibly and professionally towards them outlining details of potential compensation awards 

for complaints. 

 

595. Minutes 
 Councillor Mrs Boase advised that on page two of the Minutes for the 16

th
 February 

2012 meeting ‘Park Eglos School’ should read ‘Parc Eglos School’ 

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Pryor, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16
th

 February 2012 be 

approved, subject to the above amendment, and signed as a true record.   

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Pryor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council meeting held on the 8
th

 February 

2012 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

 Councillor J P Radford-Gaby abstained from the vote as he had not been present. 

 

 It was then proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Pryor, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council meeting held on the 8
th

 February 

2012 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

596. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 14
th

 February 2012, be received. 

 

 Councillor Thomas abstained from the vote. 
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597. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 16
th

 February 

and 1
st
 March 2012, be received. 

 

598. Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee meeting held on the 5
th

 

March 2012, be received. 

 

599. Announcements  
 The Mayor expressed his congratulations to the Bulwark Road Group for obtaining 

funding and asked Councillor Mrs Boase to pass on his congratulations at their next meeting. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that he had been elected Chair of the Cornwall Branch of the 

Society of Local Council Clerks and confirmed that this would not affect his work for the 

Council. 

 

600. Displays on Roundabouts 

 Councillor Thomas advised that the issue had been brought to his attention by a member 

of the public that the roundabout entrances to Helston were ‘pretty bare’ compared to many 

other Cornish towns.  Councillor Thomas advised that he had contacted Cornwall Council to 

research the issue outlining the information received and requested that the Town Council 

contact Cornwall Council to request their permission to invite sponsorship and place 

horticultural/ flower displays on the five roundabouts in the town.  Following a detailed debate it 

was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Devenish, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) Helston Town Council approach Cornwall Council for permission to invite 

organisations and community groups to bid to sponsor and place horticultural/ 

flower displays on the five roundabouts in the town; and 

b) the Town Centre Manager be asked to take responsibility for seeking sponsorship for 

the roundabouts.  

  

601. Public Realm Section 106 funding 

 Councillor Devenish spoke regarding the Public Realm Section 106 funding and advised 

that the Town Council needed to have a discussion to agree a way forward prior to further 

discussion with Cornwall Council.  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor 

Devenish, seconded by Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, that the Town Council hold a Special Full 

Council meeting open to the public, but without public participation, to discuss proposed uses of 

the Public Realm Section 106 funding and then to arrange a meeting with the Cornwall 

Councillors to discuss the suggestions.   

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow Councillor Mrs Haycock to 

speak. 

 

 In response to a question Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that the funding had to be 

actually spent, not just allocated, five years after it was received which was in March 2010 for 

one supermarket and November 2010 for the other store.  Councillor Mrs Haycock then 
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suggested that Mr M Broomhead be invited to attend the meeting to advise Members on what 

the funding could be used for. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

 An amendment was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, that: 

 

a) the Town Council hold a Special Full Council meeting open to the public, but 

without public participation, to discuss proposed uses of the Public Realm Section 

106 funding; 

b) the appropriate Cornwall Council Officer be invited to attend the meeting; and  

c) following the Special Full Council meeting a further meeting be arranged with the 

Cornwall Councillors to discuss the suggestions.   

 

 The amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Town Council hold a Special Full Council meeting open to the public, but 

without public participation, to discuss proposed uses of the Public Realm Section 

106 funding; 

b) the appropriate Cornwall Council Officer be invited to attend the meeting; and  

c) following the Special Full Council meeting a further meeting be arranged with the 

Cornwall Councillors to discuss the suggestions.   

 

602. Report of the Town Centre Manager 

 The Town Clerk advised that the Town Centre Manager had given his apologies due to 

an appointment arranged prior to joining the Council.  On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, 

seconded by Councillor Pryor, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Centre Manager’s report be received. 

 

603. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Training 
       This item was noted. 

 

 (2) Scheme of Financial Delegation 

       A detailed debate ensued during which it was clarified that normal financial 

procedures would be followed and that the Town Clerk would ensure and regularly report that 

expenditure remained within individual project budgets.  Members were reminded that the 

Council’s full support had been given to the Town Centre Manager’s proposals detailed in his 

‘The Way Forward’ document presented to them on 12
th

 March 2012 and the purpose of the 

delegated authority was to enable the Town Centre Manager to proceed with projects in a timely 

manner.   At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor D C Swift, seconded by 

Councillor Miss Hornsby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Town Centre Management Support Group be given delegated authority to 

authorise expenditure up to £5,000 per project from the Section 106 funding held by 

the Town Council; and 

b) details of any decisions be circulated to all Members. 
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 (3) Play and Young People Committee 
       The Town Clerk advised that in addition to Councillor Pryor, Councillor D C Swift 

had also tendered his resignation from the Play and Young People Committee.  Councillor 

Thomas thanked Councillors D C Swift and Pryor for their efforts.  This item was noted. 

 

 (4) Code of Conduct 
       This item was noted. 

 

 (5) Public Conveniences Review 

       This item was noted. 

 

 The Mayor declared an interest in the following item. 

 

 The Deputy Mayor took the Chair at 9.43pm. 

 

604. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 On the proposition of Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 494-545 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £25,161.25. 

 

 (The Mayor declared an interest in Account Nos. 505, 517, 518, 519 and 520.  

Councillors Williams and Reynolds declared an interest in Account Nos. 544 and 533 

respectively.  Councillor Mrs Boase declared an interest in Account Nos. 505, 517, 519 and 

520.) 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Williams and Councillor 

Mrs Swift the following day. 

 

 The Mayor resumed the Chair at 9.46 pm. 

 

605. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the written reports submitted by Councillors Mrs Swift, Reynolds, D C Swift 

and Mrs Boase be received. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.50pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 
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Town Council Meeting 15th March, 2012

Month March

Nett Cheque

Voucher Payee Description Amount VAT Total Number

Urgent Payments  

494 CNX Solutions Technology Laptop for Town Centre Manager 874.99 175.00 1,049.99 109926

Barclaycard  

495 Fast.co.uk Broadband 19.92 3.91 23.83 C/Card

497 The Trainline.com Travel Expenses 270.05 270.05 C/Card

 

Direct Debits

498 British Telecom 565761 19.19 3.83 23.02 D/D

499 Siemens Financial Services Ltd Fire Alarm lease 121.20 24.24 145.44 D/D

Routine Payments

500 ACAS Training 800.00 160.00 960.00 109927

501 Angove, F G Honorarium 25.00 25.00 109928

502 Barry's Office Warehouse Office Furniture for TCM's Office 375.00 375.00 109929

503 Birkett, J Salary 109930

504 Birkett, J Travel Expenses 127.30 127.30 109931

505 Boase, Cllr. R J L Mayor's Allowance 500.00 500.00 109932

506 Bowcutt, C M Salary 109933

507 Bowden, W Cleaning Materials, etc. 30.52 6.11 36.63 109934

508 Carleen Community Church Care Centre Grant 300.00 300.00 109935

509 CNX Solutions Technology IT Maintenance 70.00 14.00 84.00 109936

510 Cooke, P J Honorarium 25.00 25.00 109937

511 Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust Grant 100.00 100.00 109938

512 Cornwall Council Superannuation 109939

513 Dawson, C Salary 109940

514 Dawson, C Travel Expenses 22.39 22.39 109941

515 Goss, Mrs S Salary 109942

516 Helston Bowling Club Grant 200.00 200.00 109943

517 Helston & District Town Twinning Assoc. Grant 100.00 100.00 109944

518 Helston Flora Day Association Grant 63.00 63.00 109945

519 Helston Harvest Fair Association Grant 400.00 400.00 109946

520 Helston Harvest Fair Association Transfer of donations for Helston in Bloom 50.00 50.00 109947

521 HM Revenue & Customs Income Tax & National Insurance 109948

522 Jewson Ltd Marker Paint, Cement etc. 73.35 14.67 88.02 109949

523 Johns, Mrs J Salary 109950

524 Lavelle, Miss P J Salary 109951

525 Martin Luck Group Stationery 17.75 3.55 21.30 109952

526 Mole, S.C.C. Street Stall Superintendent 100.00 100.00 109953

527 Moran, J Honorarium 25.00 25.00 109954

528 Mustard Seed (SW) Ltd Grant 250.00 250.00 109955

529 Newsquest Media Group Advertisements 39.00 7.80 46.80 109956

530 Petty Cash Postages etc 98.00 1.33 99.33 109957

531 Price, Mrs S Salary 109958

532 Pro-tect Safety Signs Amber lights 37.22 7.44 44.66 109959

533 Reynolds, Cllr. K Travel Expenses 88.40 88.40 109960

534 Round the Clock Security Ltd Security Services 3,080.00 3,080.00 109961

535 RTS (Garden Services) Ltd Grass cutting Bosnoweth & ERDF Maintenance 1,149.37 229.87 1,379.24 109962

536 South Kerrier Alliance CIC Grant 75.00 75.00 109963

537 Steve Dingle Cleaning Ltd Window Cleaning 120.00 24.00 144.00 109964

538 Technical Electrical Engineering Ltd Annual Fire Alarm & Emergency Lights Tests 226.00 45.20 271.20 109965

539 Temporary Fencing Solutions Ltd Security Fencing 124.29 24.86 149.15 109966

540 The Sunlight Service Group Ltd Mat hire 24.64 4.93 29.57 109967

541 Upperton, P Honorarium 25.00 25.00 109968

542 Victim Support Cornwall Grant 200.00 200.00 109969

543 Wicksteed  Leisure Ltd Annual Inspection of Hellis Wartha Play Area 45.00 9.00 54.00 109970

544 Williams, Mrs D Salary 109971

545 E.on Gas 508.55 101.71 610.26 109972

Salary related expenses 13,499.67 13,499.67

24,299.80 861.45 25,161.25

 


