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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16
TH

 JANUARY 2014 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J P Radford-Gaby (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

M Upton 

 

Mrs G A Geer 

M Knight 

Mrs N Roberts 

 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

 

     

430. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillor R J L Boase due to a work 

commitment.   

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Apology be received and accepted. 

 

431. Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 
        Councillor Martin advised that he had been mentioned in one of the grant 

applications (Item 1 of the Town Clerk’s Report, Agenda item 14) and requested advice.  The 

Town Clerk advised that it was a personal decision on whether to declare an interest.  Councillor 

Martin advised that he was not involved in the application and chose not to declare an interest. 

 

        The Mayor declared an interest in item 1/ xiv of the Town Clerk’s Report as a 

Governor at Parc Eglos School. 

 

        Councillor Mrs Boase declared an interest in items 1/ i and 1/ viii of the Town 

Clerk’s Report (Agenda item 16) as a member of the respective committees. 

 

       Councillor Miss Hornsby declared an interest in item 1/ xiii of the Town Clerk’s 

Report (Agenda item 16) as a Governor at St. Michael’s School. 

 

        Councillor Upton advised that he held a Dispensation that allowed him to be present 

during the discussions regarding item 1/ xii of the Town Clerk’s Report (Agenda item 16). 

 

b) Requests from Members for Dispensations 
 No requests for dispensations had been received. 

 

432. Police Matters 

  

 The Mayor extended a welcome to WPC Butcher who presented a detailed report which 

included recent crime figures and those for the corresponding period from the year previous.  

WPC Butcher further advised that the Police had been carrying out checks on the Falmouth 

Road and Meneage Road in respect of speeding.  She advised that most drivers were unaware of 
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the speed limit change and suggested that more repeater signs would assist.  Councillor Thomas 

advised that this issue had been raised by Members several times and they had been informed 

that it was not possible to have repeater signs.  WPC Butcher suggested that the speed limit be 

painted on the road as an alternative.  Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock confirmed that repeater 

signs had been discussed previously and she had been informed that it was illegal to have 30mph 

repeaters.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she would investigate the possibility of painting 

the speed limit on the road. 

 

 Councillor Upton thanked WPC Butcher and her colleagues for their assistance at the 

Christmas events.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by 

Councillor Miss Hornsby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a vote of thanks be taken for the attendance and good work of the Police at 

the Switch On and Christmas events. 

 

433. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had been busy with Cabinet issues as 

the Health and Adult Care Cabinet Member but had also been involved in problems with a 

Planning Application in Lady Street and an issue with the drains in Cades Parc.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock reminded Members that there was funding available from the Community Chest and 

thanked Members for the invitation to the flooding public meeting.  Councillor Mrs Haycock 

then queried why there were no details of the grant requests available.  The Town Clerk advised 

that this was due to the quantity of documents and the amount of paper required to copy the 

documents for everyone.  He confirmed that the paperwork had been copied for all the 

Councillors and copies could be requested by anyone who was interested. 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that there had been a seven day licence for the former Figs 

premises confirming that he welcomed more trade but queried why the Town Council had not 

been given the opportunity to comment on the License application.  Councillor Mrs Haycock 

advised that she was not involved in licensing. 

 

 Councillor Knight queried whether applications for the Community Chest had to be for 

projects completed in the current financial year.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that there was 

a small amount of flexibility on the completion date but it was best to discuss the specific details 

with the Community Network Manager.  She further advised that there would be a Community 

Chest Fund available in the following financial year. 

 

 The Mayor advised that Cornwall Councillor Martin had given apologies for late 

attendance for the previous Planning Committee meeting. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that the road closure between Helston and 

Porthleven was not causing traffic problems and in respect to the question regarding licensing, 

the legislation had changed a year ago and the Town Council was included as a Consultee.  He 

advised that Consultees were not notified but the Application was advertised outside the 

property or in the local paper.  The Town Clerk advised that he received a prompt to view the 

list of licensing applications each week and he had not seen an application for Helston for 

several months.  Councillor Wallis advised that he was no longer a member of the Licensing 

Committee, but confirmed that he would investigate.  Councillor Wallis advised that he had no 

further information to report regarding ‘C’ block at Helston Community College. 
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 b) Community Network Manager 

 The Town Clerk advised that a report had not been received from the Community 

Network Manager, but he had spoken with her and she was providing him with the balances for 

the Community Chest Grants.  The Town Clerk further advised that he was having a routine 

meeting with Mrs Hardy the following week. 

 

434. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public spoke to express his disappointment and concern that Cornwall 

Councillor Martin had not attended the Planning Committee meeting earlier to discuss a 

planning application.  The Mayor advised that Cornwall Councillor Martin had offered 

apologies for potential lateness. 

 

435. Minutes  
 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 19
th

 December 2013 

be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

436. Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee meeting held on the 

12
th

 December 2013, be received. 

 

437. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 19
th

 December 

2013 and 2
nd

 January 2014, be received. 

 

438. Announcements  
 The Town Clerk reminded Members that their Declaration of Interest forms would need 

to be updated if circumstances changed in respect of declarable interests. 

  

439. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors (Cont.) 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had nothing to report to Members and 

expressed the opinion that it might not be wise to report to the Town Council.  Councillor Upton 

expressed concern with Cornwall Councillor Martin’s comment regarding reporting to the Town 

Council and requested clarification.  Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had been led 

into saying something regarding Helston School at a previous meeting but he had not been 

contacted by a reporter and was just quoted in the local paper.  He then queried whether there 

was an interest on the part of the questioner.  Councillor Thomas confirmed that he had a 

Dispensation to speak and vote on matters relating to Helston Community College.  Councillor 

Thomas advised that he had only asked Cornwall Councillor Martin what he had done in his role 

as Division Member.  He advised that he had not wished to embarrass Councillor Martin just to 

give him an opportunity to say what he had been doing for Helston.  Cornwall Councillor Martin 

advised he had not been embarrassed and was always willing to talk and felt that Members of 

both Authorities should work together. 
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 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow members of the public to speak. 

 

 A member of the public advised that a number of residents from the north of the town 

had attended the Planning Committee meeting regarding the fish and chip shop application 

(PA13/09889) because Cornwall Councillor Martin had been invited to speak.  The member of 

the public then expressed concern that he had not attended the meeting and had not been there 

on previous occasions when the application had been discussed. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin objected to the member of the public’s comments and 

confirmed that he had attended a meeting when the application had been discussed.  He advised 

that he had visited the objectors as the Division Member and briefly outlined the reasons for the 

decision. 

 

 The Mayor advised that he did not want to begin a discussion regarding the reasons for 

the decision as there had been a number of public present at the Planning Committee meeting 

and he wanted them to have an opportunity to be present when it was discussed. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

440. Items referred from the World War One Working Party 

 

 Councillor Upton advised that the World War One Working Party had met the previous 

Monday during which the Flower Festival and the copse of Silver Birch had been further 

discussed.  He confirmed that the Civic Service had also been discussed and the date had been 

changed to 20
th

 July 2014. 

 

 This item was noted. 

 

441. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior 

to the meeting) to advise that the resident questionnaires were ready for dispatch by the free 

Packet or by hand.  He advised that he had some volunteers for the hand delivery but more were 

welcome.  He confirmed that a date had been set for a public meeting regarding the results of the 

questionnaire in the Corn Exchange on 25
th

 February and informed Members that he was 

arranging two further public meetings at Helston Community College and the Culdrose 

Community Centre.  The Town Centre Regeneration Officer further advised that he was waiting 

for feedback from the Helston Business Improvement Partnership (HBIP) and sample businesses 

regarding the draft business questionnaire but once received, he was ready to begin distribution. 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer advised that he was seeking an additional five 

members for the Project Board to broaden the partnership.  He then confirmed that there was 

nothing further to report in respect of Peacocks Lane. 

 

 Councillor Upton commended the Town Centre Regeneration Officer on his work to 

date.  Councillor Thomas echoed the sentiments and expressed his thanks.  The Mayor thanked 

the Town Centre Regeneration Officer for his report. 

 

 

 

 



 

 5 

442. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Allocation of Grants from the Sale Proceeds of 3 Penrose Road 
 

       The Town Clerk confirmed that the Council had sought advice but as it had not been 

received, Members would have to defer consideration of the grant requests as they had resolved 

to take the advice.  The Mayor informed Members that, due to the volume of requests received, 

many of whom would wish to speak in support of their applications, he intended to call a Special 

Full Council meeting when the legal advice had been received.   

 

 Councillor Upton expressed the opinion that, whilst the applications could not be 

discussed, Members could determine whether the Application from the Helston & District 

Twinning Association could be considered as it had been received after the 31
st
 December 2013 

deadline. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase declared an interest and left the meeting at 8.04pm. 

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor 

Upton, that the Town Council not consider the application from the Helston & District Town 

Twinning Association as the application had not been received before the deadline.  This Motion 

failed and it was therefore agreed that the application from the Helston & District Town 

Twinning Association be considered. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase returned to the meeting at 8.08pm. 

 

 It was then proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, due to the requested legal advice not being received, this item was deferred 

and a Special Full Council meeting be called when the advice was obtained. 

 

(2) Casual Vacancy – North Ward 

 

       The Town Clerk confirmed that the by-election would be held on 6
th

 March and 

candidates would have to contact the Elections Officer at Cornwall Council to obtain a 

nomination pack. 

 

 (3) Training and Conferences 
 

       On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor Upton, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) Mrs Chambers be given permission to enrol onto the SLCC Introduction to Local 

Council Administration course at a cost of £145; and 

 

b) the Town Clerk be authorised to attend the SLCC South West Regional 

Conference to be held at the Eden Project on Thursday 13
th

 February 2014 at a 

cost of £69.00 plus travel expenses. 

 

 (4) Public Meeting – Flood Resilience 
 

       This item was noted. 
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443. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 407-451 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £20,900.66. 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Mrs Boase and Councillor 

Miss Hornsby the following day. 

 

444. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 Councillor Miss Hornsby apologised that her report on attendance at meetings had only 

been circulated that evening as she had been waiting for some information included in the 

report.  On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the written reports submitted by Councillors Thomas and Miss Hornsby be 

received. 

 

445. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office 10 days prior to the 

next meeting to place items on the following Full Council Agenda.  The Mayor then reminded 

Members to retain the applications for grant funding from the sale proceeds of 3 Penrose Road 

for consideration at a Special Full Council meeting when called. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.35pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 
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Appendix  G - Revised

09/01/2014 Helston Town Council Page No  1

At : 14:01

List of Payments made between  01/01/2014 and 31/01/2014

Voucher No. Date Paid Payee Name Cheque Ref Amount Paid Transaction Detail

407 - 417

15/11/2013 Salary Related Expenses 110746 - 

110756

15,698.84 Salary Related Expenses

418 01/01/2014 Cornw all Council Std Ord 762.00 Non Domestic Rates

419 01/01/2014 Cornw all Council Std Ord 99.00 Rates - Monument Road Pub Conv

420 01/01/2014 Cornw all Council Std Ord 232.00 Rates - Guildhall Public Conv

421 22/01/2014 Siemens Financial Services Ltd Std Ord 145.44 Fire Alarm Lease

422 24/12/2013 Francotyp Postalia Ltd DD10 80.00 Postage

423 16/01/2014 British Telecom DD1 163.14 572063

424 16/01/2014 British Telecom DD2 22.03 565761

425 16/01/2014 Berendsen UK Ltd -Formerly Sun DD3 50.52 Cleaning Materials

426 16/01/2014 BNP Paribas Leasing Solutions DD4 311.76 Photocopier

427 16/01/2014 O2 DD5 59.53 TCRO Mobile

428 16/01/2014 Fast.co.uk C/CARD 1 23.48 Broadband

429 16/01/2014 Assoc. of Tow n Centre Manageme 110757 594.00 Annual Membership

430 16/01/2014 Bow dens Hardw are 110758 57.42 Cleaning Mat & Misc Bolts etc

431 16/01/2014 Coastline Services Ltd 110759 427.50 ERDF Maint. Qtr to 31/12

432 16/01/2014 Helston New s & Advertiser 110760 24.00 Advertising

433 16/01/2014 Information Commissioner 110761 35.00 Data Protection Registration

434 16/01/2014 Jew son Ltd 110762 27.74 Fixing Bolts

435 16/01/2014 Martin Luck Group Ltd 110763 456.82 Stationery

436 16/01/2014 Primary PC Solutions Ltd 110764 42.00 Remote Server Monitoring

437 16/01/2014 Viridor Waste Management Limit 110765 28.56 Waste Management

438 16/01/2014 Mr Z Harvey t/a Zenith Enterpr 110766 429.00 Installation of benches

439 16/01/2014 Helston Methodist Church 110767 15.00 Hire of Hall 30/10/13

440 16/01/2014 Petty Cash 110768 12.00 Subsistance & Office Expenses

441 16/01/2014 British Telecom DD6 112.33 558881

442 16/01/2014 British Gas DD7 106.17 Electric - Monument Pub Cons

443 16/01/2014 British Gas DD8 20.90 Electric - Guildhall Pub Cons

16/01/2014 Void 110769 0.00 Void

444 16/01/2014 Concorde 1 Ltd 110770 129.57 Photocoping

445 16/01/2014 Hudson Accounting Ltd 110771 300.00 Interim Internal Audit

446 16/01/2014 Senate Electrical 110772 34.95 Batteries & Fluorescent Tubes

447 16/01/2014 WPS Insurance Brokers & RiskSe 110773 10.00 Admin Fee for Engineering Insp

448 16/01/2014 Allianz 110774 300.00 Stairlif t Inspection

449 16/01/2014 Bow cutt, Mr C 110775 35.00 Re-imbursement for uniform

450 16/01/2014 Amazon C/CARD2 32.97 Handheld vacuum cleaner

451 16/01/2014 KD and Jay C/CARD3 21.99 3 Step Ladder

Total Payments 20,900.66

Signatures of Councillors that signed the cheques:


