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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16
TH

 FEBUARY 2017 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

 

M H Thomas  

J Martin 

A R Harrison 

 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

Rev. D P Reed 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Miss R Cook (Administrative Assistant) 

 

     

380. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Councillor Reverend Reed.   

     

381. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Mrs Roberts and           

P E Williams.   

 

382. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Link Officer 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that over the past month she had been 

involved with the car parking consultation and assisted with planning matters and a noise 

issue. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Wallis thanked the Town Council for reconsidering the road 

closure for Flora Day and agreeing to close the Porthleven Road.  He also expressed his 

thanks to the fairground operator for their contribution of £500 towards the costs of the road 

closure.  Councillor Wallis further advised that the repairs to the surfacing in the Fair Ground 

Car Park had now been carried out and confirmed that it would remain a free car park.  The 

Mayor expressed concern that the issue was caused by lorries who parked overnight when 

they turned their vehicles although she appreciated that the lorries would need an area to park.  

Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that the issue was being investigated further. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock spoke on behalf of Cornwall Councillor Martin to 

advise that, at a recent meeting held to discuss fly-tipping at the Sithney Common Hill lay-by, 

it had been thought that a fence would be the solution but from estimates the cost was too 

high.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that cameras had been installed at the site so anyone 

tipping there could now be prosecuted. 

 

 b) Community Link Officer 

 

 The Community Link Officer’s report (circulated prior to the meeting) was noted. 
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383. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public congratulated Councillor Reverend Reed on his appointment 

and wished him well with his term of office.  He then expressed concern regarding the 

condition of the National Health Service but was of the opinion that this was a nationwide 

problem.  He also queried if the Police still submitted a report if they were unable to attend 

the meeting.  The Mayor advised that the Police were not able to attend meetings or provide 

reports as frequently as they had done in the past due to operational commitments but had 

confirmed that if they were needed on a specific subject they would attend. 

 

 Two nearby residents spoke in support of the request for funding from Cornubian Arts 

& Science Trust (CAST) (Agenda item 15) expressing the opinion that Helston was privileged 

to have a facility such as CAST within the town and outlining some activities which had been 

held at the premises.  A representative of CAST expressed her gratitude for the members of 

the public who were attending the meeting to show their support for the funding request and 

introduced each person in turn outlining their involvement with CAST.  She then advised that 

the request was not for immediate funding but for a pledge to show the Town Council’s 

support which would assist their funding application to the Arts Council.  

 

 A representative from RNAS Culdrose informed Members that they would not be 

holding Air Day in the current year due to operational commitments but confirmed that they 

would be exercising the Freedom of the Town in June.  He reassured the Council that the 

future for RNAS Culdrose was very secure.  In answer to a question, he advised that he could 

not comment on whether Air Day would be held in future years as a decision had not yet been 

made regarding a combined event. 

 

384. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Harrison, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 19
th

 January 2017  

be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

385. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                

19
th

 January and 2
nd

 February 2017, be received. 

 

386. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, 

it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 26
th

 January 

2017, be received. 
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387. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor advised that marshal training had been held the previous Saturday but not 

many people had attended.  She expressed concern that people may have felt they would not 

be able to participate in Flora Day if they were needed to assist with road closures.  The 

Mayor asked those present to encourage people they knew to take part when another training 

day was organised advising that manning road closures was a large part of the cost for events 

and if enough people were trained they would only need to man the road closure for a short 

period of time. 

 

 The Mayor confirmed that she was holding her Mayor’s Charity Ball on 25
th

 March 

and encouraged people to attend.  She then encouraged those present to persuade people they 

knew to stand as Councillors at the forthcoming election.  The Mayor further advised that she 

had attended a Cober Valley Rotary event for the launch of a time capsule.  She advised that 

an envelope could be purchased for £10 and the filled envelope would be placed in the time 

capsule which would be buried in Penrose and opened in 50 years. 

 

388. Helston Kennels 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that the Planning Committee had been dealing with 

several issues regarding the kennels and whilst at a recent West Sub-Area Planning 

Committee meeting he had become aware that Leedstown was a World Heritage Site and he 

felt this status could offer protection to the kennels.  He advised that he was only suggesting 

that the Town Clerk’s office investigate the possibility of the kennel system being placed on 

the World Heritage list.  On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor   

R J L Boase, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk’s office explore the possibility of having Helston’s kennel 

system placed on the World Heritage list. 

 

389. Cornubian Arts and Science Trust 

 

 Members considered a request for a pledge of grant funding from the Cornubian Arts 

and Science Trust (CAST) circulated prior to the meeting.  The Town Clerk advised that 

twelve letters of support had been received from members of the public and circulated to 

Members prior to the meeting. 

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Reverend Reed, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported the request from the Cornubian Arts and 

Science Trust and made a pledge of £5,000 with £2,500 to be included in the budget for 

2018/19 and £2,500 to be included in the budget for 2019/20. 

 

390. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer (TCRO) had submitted an apology for non-

attendance.  Members considered the report of the TCRO circulated prior to the meeting.  

This item was noted. 
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391. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 586-638 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £32,564.19. 

 

392. Reports on Attendance at Meetings 

 

 Members considered a report submitted by Councillor Martin regarding the Public 

Realm Board and noted that the Board had held its final meeting.  On the proposition of the 

Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that a vote of thanks be recorded to Councillor Mrs Boase for chairing the 

Public Realm Board and the staff involved for their assistance. 

 

 Members also gave consideration to the Minutes of the CCTV Group meeting 

circulated by the Town Clerk.  In response to a question the Town Clerk advised that the Fire 

Officer had offered to attend a meeting once a quarter to update Members on the use of the 

CCTV system. 

 

 Councillor R Williams advised that he had attended the Helston in Bloom group 

meeting and suggested that it would be beneficial to invite them to a meeting.  The Mayor 

suggested that an informal meeting would be the best option. 

 

393. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

394.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

395. Confidential Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 
 

 i) Monument Walk and Bowling Green Scheme 

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members on the Castle Green Landscaping scheme.  

Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Meiloci draft amended plans for the area, to be put out to tender with a 

short lead time and then the matter be re-discussed.  
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 ii) Granite Bollards and Talking Post 

 

 Members considered the confidential report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

circulated prior to the meeting that contained a quotation to replace two of the granite bollards 

in front of the Grylls Monument.  Consideration was also given to a report by the TCRO 

regarding the installation of the talking post adjacent to the Grylls Monument, circulated prior 

to the meeting.  The Town Clerk advised Members of a further quotation that had been 

received.  Following the discussion it was proposed by Councillor R Williams, seconded by 

the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that D A Giles be appointed to replace two of the granite bollards in the front 

of the Grylls Monument and to install the talking post adjacent to the Grylls Monument with 

the works funded from the Town Centre Management Section 106 funding and Grylls 

Monument Refurbishment fund respectively. 

 

 Councillor Harrison requested that his vote against the Motion be recorded. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.57pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


