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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 18
TH

 APRIL 2013 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J P Radford-Gaby (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R J L Boase 

N J C Devenish  

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

J Martin 

M Upton 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

  Mr J Birkett (Town Centre Manager) 

     

614. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillor D C Swift who was in 

hospital and Councillor Mrs Swift who was with him.  Apologies for non-attendance were also 

received from Councillor Reynolds who was on holiday and Councillor Miss Hornsby who had 

a work commitment. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Devenish, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Apologies be received and accepted. 

 

615. Absent 
 

 Councillor Williams was absent without giving an apology. 

 

616. Presentation of Cheques to the Mayor’s Designated Charities 
 

 The Mayor advised that he had nominated Helston Age Concern and Helston Mustard 

Seed as his designated charities at the start of his Term.  He then presented the Chairman of 

Helston Age Concern with a cheque for £1,000 towards the continued maintenance of the 

Helston Age Concern Minibus and the Development Manager of Mustard Seed (SW) Ltd with a 

cheque for £1,000 towards the supported living scheme.  The Chairman of Helston Age Concern 

thanked the Mayor for the donation advising that it would benefit a number of organisations who 

also had use of the minibus.  The Development Manager of Mustard Seed (SW) Ltd thanked the 

Mayor for his support advising that it was not just the donation but the awareness that made a 

huge difference. 

 

617. Police Matters 

 

 Apologies were received from the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary. 

 

618. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 Councillor Robertson thanked Councillors for the way they had worked with him for the 

last four years advising that both Members and Officers had been helpful working for the benefit 

of Helston. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock gave a brief report in which she made particular mention to the 

refuse and recycling arrangements for Flora Day, the greenery collection after Flora Day and a 

number of issues with incorrect yellow lines following the resurfacing of Coinagehall Street. 
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 In response to questions Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she would ask a Cornwall 

Council Officer to confirm whether the signage plates were correct in relation to the single 

yellow lines in Coinagehall Street.  She confirmed that she would also re-iterate her request that 

the hatching near St. Michaels Church be re-marked.  Councillor Mrs Haycock suggested that it 

would be beneficial for whoever was elected to the Helston South Division to hold a walk 

through with the Highways Officer to resolve the issues with the yellow lines and signage. 

 

 Councillor Wallis thanked Members and Officers for their during his term of office help 

advising that whilst they had not always agreed it had never been personal.  He advised that he 

hoped Members would agree that he had given Helston as much of his time as Porthleven as he 

had promised at the beginning of his Term. 

 

 b) Community Network Manager 

 Mrs Chadwick apologised that she had not been able to produce a written report as she 

had been on leave and then gave a detailed report during which she made particular mention to 

the Coronation Park Centenary Plus One Event, the Citizenship 4 Life programme and the 

Youth Cafe. 

 

 In response to a question Mrs Chadwick advised that the feedback from the Hellysardh 

Street Festival Committee indicated that they were considering combining with the Centenary 

Plus One event although a firm decision had not been made. 

 

 In response to a further question Mrs Chadwick advised that she was trying to confirm 

why the Helston Food Bank had been missed off the leaflet circulated with the Council Tax bills 

and advised that whilst she had not received any enquiries personally she understood that 

Helston Food Bank was going well. 

 

619. Public Participation 
 

 The Chairman of Helston Age Concern praised the workers who were resurfacing 

Coinagehall Street for the special arrangements they had made to allow the minibus to transport 

senior citizens to and from the Age Concern Luncheon. 

 

 A member of the public informed Cornwall Councillor Wallis that new fencing was 

being installed at Coronation Park.  Councillor Wallis advised that he was aware the work was 

being carried out. 

 

 The Development Manager from Mustard Seed (SW) Ltd advised that he was willing to 

answer any questions regarding the Helston Food Bank confirming that the requirement was 

increasing. 

 

620. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 21
st
 March 2013 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council meeting held on the 2
nd

 April 2013 

be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Thomas requested that his abstention from the vote be recorded as he 

had not been present at the meeting. 
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621. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 21
st
 March and 

4
th

 April 2013, be received. 

 

622. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 9
th

 April 2013 and the Special Committee meeting held on the 25
th

 March 2013, be received. 

 

623. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Devenish, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 27
th

 March 

2013, be received. 

 

624. Announcements  
 

 The Town Clerk reminded Members that if they were interested in having a copy of the 

Council Photograph they needed to let him know by the following day.  The Town Clerk then 

requested that Members return their information folders at the earliest opportunity for updating. 

  

 The Mayor advised that, as it was the last Full Council meeting prior to the election, he 

wished to pay tribute to the service of a number of Members who were not standing again giving 

details of the length of service for Councillors Mrs Swift, Reynolds and D C Swift.  The Mayor 

thanked Members for their service to the Council advising that he appreciated their support.  He 

then thanked all the Officers, the Macebearers, Beadle, Flag Flyer, the Cornwall Councillors and 

Community Network Manager, the Police and members of the public. 

 

625. Social Media 
 

 Councillor Upton expressed the opinion that Helston Town Council should have a 

Facebook page.  A detailed debate ensued during which Members considered the benefits and 

potential issues with having a Facebook page.  At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed 

by Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, that the Town Council open an 

information only Facebook page. 

 

 An amendment was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Thomas, 

that the subject of Facebook and Social Media be referred to the earliest available Policy, 

Finance and Resources Committee meeting for consideration.  The amendment was carried and 

became the Substantive Motion and it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the subject of Facebook and Social Media be referred to the earliest 

available Policy, Finance and Resources Committee meeting for consideration. 

 

 Councillor Upton requested that his vote against the Amendment be recorded. 
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626. Recruitment procedures 
 

 The Mayor expressed the opinion that for future recruitment junior and non-line 

management positions should be recruited by the Town Clerk and the Line Manager having 

direct responsibility for that position.  A detailed debate ensued during which it was agreed that 

it was not appropriate to make the decision shortly before the election.  The Mayor advised that 

he withdrew his Motion and would bring the issue back to the Agenda if he was re-elected. 

 

627. Report of the Town Centre Manager 

 

 The Town Centre Manager advised that it had been a very busy couple of months and 

briefly outlined the activities of the Helston Business Improvement Partnership (HBIP) making 

particular mention to the work involved in the Town Tidy.  The Town Centre Manager advised 

that he would be leaving in June and that it had been an honour to work for Helston, giving his 

personal thanks for the Council’s support particularly thanking the Mayor and Councillors Mrs 

Swift and Martin as representatives on the HBIP Board. 

 

 The Mayor expressed his thanks for the work carried out by the volunteers expressing 

the opinion that it was fantastic to see what the Town Tidy had achieved. 

 

628. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Training 
 

      This item was noted.     

 

(2) Cancelled Meetings and New Councillor Training 

 

       Councillor Upton suggested that the Town Clerk notify all election candidates of the 

training date.  The Town Clerk agreed to do so.  This item was noted. 

 

 (3) Signatories 
 

       On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Boase and Councillor Miss Hornsby be made signatories on 

all the Council’s bank accounts. 

 

629. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 530-534 with the exception of Account No. 532, as listed and 

set out as an Appendix to these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £2,616.02. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 1-37 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £30,875.48. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase and Upton declared an interest in the following 

item and left the meeting at 8.34pm. 
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 On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account No. 532 be certified for payment in the total sum of £17,400.00. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase and Upton returned to the meeting at 8.35pm. 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Williams and Councillor 

Devenish. 

 

630. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members if elected contact the Town Clerk’s office to place 

items on the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

631.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

632. Staffing Matter 

 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by the 

Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that this item be deferred until the May Full Council meeting. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.01pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


