
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON

ON THURSDAY 18  TH   JUNE 2009 AT 7.15 PM  

Present: Councillor N.J.C. Devenish (Town Mayor) in the Chair

Councillors: 
R. Williams 
Mrs S.M.E. Swift
P. Phillips
R.J.L. Boase

K. Reynolds
Mrs V.J. Matthew
D.C. Swift
Mrs F.N.E. Boase

R.R. Pryor
M.H. Thomas

Officers: Mr C. Dawson (Town Clerk)
Miss P.J. Lavelle (Finance and Committee Assistant)

60. Prayers

The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by the Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Dorothy 
Noakes.

61. Police Matters

The Mayor extended a welcome to WPC Butcher who presented a detailed report  of 
police activities during the previous month which included recent crime figures.  

Councillor Mrs Swift advised that at a meeting she had recently attended it had been 
stated that Helston and the surrounding area would lose a PCSO for three months and enquired 
if  this  would be permanent.   WPC Butcher  advised that  a  PCSO from Camborne  had been 
seconded to the County Anti-Social Behaviour Unit and there was an advert for their post but it 
would depend if anyone expressed an interest in the position.

62. Public Participation

Mr D Harris requested the use of the speed gun on the Porthleven Road as he had serious 
concerns regarding the speed of vehicles  using the road.   WPC Butcher  confirmed that  her 
training had just been updated for the use of the speed gun and she intended to begin operations.

Mr B Hackland updated Members on the status of the Business Forum and the Loyalty 
Card Scheme.  Mr Hackland advised that it was initially intended to launch the Loyalty Card 
Scheme on 12th September but following Members’ comments he confirmed that the Scheme 
could  potentially  be  launched  by  the  end  of  July.   He  further  advised  that  he  would  ask 
businesses when they would prefer the launch.  

Mrs C Chadwick spoke regarding the Loyalty Card Scheme and explained the reasons 
for considering 12th September for the launch date.

63. Minutes 

It was proposed by Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor R.J.L. Boase, and

RESOLVED  –  that  Minute  No.  20/2009  be  amended  to  read  ‘It  was  agreed  that  no 
representative  be  appointed  to  the  St.  Johns  Regeneration  Group as  no  meetings  had  been 
notified.’
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On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Williams, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on the 19th May and 21st 

May 2009 be approved, subject to the above amendment, and signed as a true record.  

64. Minutes of the Planning Committee

On the proposition of Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 21st May and 
4th June 2009, be received.

65. Minutes of the Amenities Committee

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Phillips, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 28th May 2009, 
be received.

66. Minutes of the Harvest Fair Committee

On the proposition of Councillor R.J.L. Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 
was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Harvest Fair Committee meeting held on the 4th June 
2009, be received.

67. Announcements 

The Mayor welcomed Mrs C Chadwick, Community Network Manager (Helston & The 
Lizard), and expressed his pleasure that she would be full time.

68. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillor’s

The  Mayor  welcomed  the  Cornwall  Councillors’  and  congratulated  them  on  their 
election.

Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that it had been very busy with training sessions and 
workshops.  Councillor Mrs Haycock suggested that an item be included on the Agenda for the 
Helston and Lizard Community Network Manager.

Following  a  brief  debate  it  was  proposed  by  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  Councillor 
Reynolds, and

RESOLVED – that the Agenda item for Local Cornwall Councillors’ Reports be amended to 
include a report from the Community Network Manager.

Councillor Wallis gave a report which included an update on the algae problem at the 
Boating Lake and the Coronation Park Play Area.  

Councillor Reynolds expressed concern that Cornwall Council were rectifying the weed 
problem  in  the  boating  lake  which  he  understood  was  part  of  the  café  leaseholder’s 
responsibility.   Councillor Wallis advised that it was unreasonable for the leaseholder to carry 
out the work as the problem had developed over a number of years.  Mrs Chadwick advised that 
she was attending a meeting to investigate the Conditions of the lease.
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Councillor Reynolds gave apologies for the non-attendance of Councillor Robertson who 
was attending a meeting in Truro.

Councillor Reynolds then confirmed that he had visited the residents of Sanctuary Lane 
following a complaint regarding the demolition of a wall by a large vehicle, and advised that the 
residents suggested a length restriction on the road.  Councillor Mrs Haycock agreed to take the 
suggestion further.

69. Method of Appointing Members onto Committees, Working Parties
and Outside Bodies

The Mayor suggested that it would be beneficial to hold an informal meeting prior to the 
Annual  Meeting to decide who would be appointed onto Committee’s,  Working Parties and 
Outside Bodies.  Following a brief debate it was proposed the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 
Phillips, and

RESOLVED – that an informal meeting be held prior to the Annual meeting to decide who 
would be appointed onto Committee’s, Working Parties and Outside Bodies.

70. Report of the Town Clerk

(1) Casual Vacancy – North Ward

      Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 
Councillor Mrs Matthew, that polling cards be issued.

As an Amendment it was proposed by Councillor Phillips, and seconded by Councillor 
Mrs Swift,  that  an advert  be placed in local  newspapers to confirm the area covered in the 
election.   The  amendment  was  carried  on  the  second  vote  of  the  Mayor  and  became  the 
Substantive Motion and it was

RESOLVED - that an advert be placed in local newspapers to confirm the area covered in the 
election.

The motion was carried on the second vote of the Mayor

Councillors R.J.L. Boase, Reynolds, Mrs Matthew, Mrs Boase and Thomas voted 
against the motion.

(2) Committee Membership  

      On the proposition of Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor R.J.L. Boase, it 
was

RESOLVED – that Councillor Thomas be appointed to the Harvest Fair Committee.

(3) Council Laptop

      Following a brief debate it  was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by 
Councillor Phillips, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that a new Acer Travelmate Notebook be purchased with 12 months warranty at 
a cost of £478.26.
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(4) CALC General Meeting

      This item was noted.

(5) Fly a Flag for our Armed Forces

      This item was noted.

(6) Town Plan Public Consultation

     It was agreed that either Councillor Phillips or Councillor Mrs Matthew attend the 
Darby & Joan Club meeting and the Mayor attend the Helston – Lizard Rotary Club meeting, if 
available, to talk about the Town Plan.

     Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
Swift, and

RESOLVED – that a second consultation week be held during week commencing 6th July with 
the same format  as previously and the geography students at  Helston College be invited  to 
provide general generic pictures for the display boards.

(7) Photo Board of Council Members

      On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it 
was

RESOLVED – that a photo board of Council Members be produced.

(8) Kennels

     This item was noted.

71. Report of the Town Warden

The Mayor asked the Cornwall Council Central Ward Member to investigate the removal 
of the railings from the bottom of Penrose Road and the condition of the railings around the 
Well Head in Five Wells Lane.  

Following a brief debate the report was noted.

The Mayor declared an interest in the following item.

The Deputy Mayor took the chair at 8.51pm

72. Schedule of Accounts for Payment

On the proposition of Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 77-108 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 
Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £14,541.04.

(The Mayor and Councillor Williams declared an interest in Account Nos. 91 and 108 
respectively.)

It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Williams and Councillor 
Mrs Swift.
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The Mayor resumed the Chair at 8.52pm

73. Attendances at Meetings 

Councillor Mrs Matthew had attended the Coastline Housing Neighbours Day.

Councillor Phillips had attended a South Kerrier Alliance meeting.

Councillor  Mrs Swift  had attended a Larger  Local  Council’s  Group meeting,  a West 
Cornwall Local Action Group meeting, a Cornwall Citizens Advice Bureau meeting, a CALC 
Executive Emergency meeting and a Welfare Trust meeting together with Councillors Williams 
and Phillips.

The Town Clerk had attended a meeting with a representative of the Phoenix Project 
together  with  Councillor  Mrs  Swift  and  a  meeting  with  the  newly  appointed  Community 
Network Manager.

74. Items for the next Agenda

The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 
the following Full Council Agenda.

75. Exclusion of the Press and Public

On the proposition of Councillor D.C. Swift, seconded by Councillor Williams, it was

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

76. Staffing

Members considered a report by the Town Clerk (previously circulated).  Following the 
debate it was proposed by Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor Pryor, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that:

a) Miss Lavelle’s job title (Post No. 3) be amended to ‘Assistant to the Town Clerk’ with 
her Job Description amended as set out in the Town Clerk’s report;

b) the Civic  Administrative  Assistant  (Post  No.  2)  is  re-named  ‘Mayor’s  Secretary and 
Administrative Assistant’ with the Job Description as set out in the Town Clerk’s report;

c) Post No. 2 be down-graded to LC1 Spinal Points 15 – 17; and

d) the  Mayor’s  Secretary  and  Administrative  Assistant  be  based  in  Reception  and  the 
central filing be relocated to the basement office.
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It was further proposed by Councillor Phillips, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, and 
unanimously

RESOLVED – that:

a) the appointment be delegated to the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee; and

b) the Town Clerk arrange recruitment training for Members prior to the interviews.

Meeting closed at 9.08pm 

Confirmed

Town Mayor
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