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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16
TH

 MARCH 2017 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

J Martin 

Mrs N Roberts 

A R Harrison 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

P E Williams 

Rev. D P Reed 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

424. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Councillor Reverend Reed.   

     

425. Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 
 

        Councillor Thomas advised that his travel expenses were included on the 

Schedule of Accounts for Payment and confirmed that he would not take part in the vote. 

 

b) Requests from Members for Dispensations 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 

 

426. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock raised concern with taxis parking in front of the 

Monument.  The Town Clerk expressed the opinion that this issue was a matter for Cornwall 

Council’s Licensing and Highway’s Departments.  Councillor Mrs Haycock further advised 

that she had investigated the situation regarding Flora Gardens and confirmed that the 

Developer still had works outstanding before Cornwall Council would be in a position to 

adopt the road.  Councillor Mrs Haycock then confirmed that Cornwall Council was intending 

to trial measures to alleviate the traffic problems in Cross Street and briefly outlined the 

proposals.  Several Members expressed their concerns with the proposed temporary traffic 

schemes.  Councillor Mrs Haycock re-iterated that the proposals were only being trialled so 

that the impact on traffic flow could be properly assessed.   

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he was still working on the provision of a 

fence at the Sithney Common Hill Layby to prevent fly-tipping.  In response to a question 

Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he was not aware of reports on Facebook that an 

incident of fly tipping had been witnessed and asked that the persons involved be encouraged 

to report the details to Cornwall Council.   

 

 Councillor R Williams praised the condition of the Helston Household Waste and 

Recycling Centre expressing the opinion that staff did an excellent job and were a credit to the 

town.  Councillor R Williams expressed the opinion that the Cornwall Council Local Division 

Members and the Mayor should contact the company involved and the staff themselves to 

thank them for the way they operated. 
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 Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that the Local Division Members had campaigned 

to retain services within Helston and confirmed that the Library, One Stop Shop and Job 

Centre would all be based in the existing Library Building.  Councillor Wallis advised that 

Cornwall Council had agreed £181,000 of investment in the library building.  In response to a 

question Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that there were no plans to include a 

Tourist Information Office in the building and there would only be access to leaflets and 

facilities as at present in the One Stop Shop.  Councillor Mrs Haycock further advised that the 

new combined facility would be known as an Information Service rather than a One Stop 

Shop.  Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that the library would not close but be temporarily 

relocated to the One Stop Shop building whilst the refurbishment works were carried out.  

Councillor J Martin queried if the police might have an office at the library building.  

Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that discussions were ongoing. 

 

 In response to a question Cornwall Councillor Wallis updated Members on the status 

of the proposed rebuild at Helston Community College to advise that the plans had not yet 

been approved but the Department of Education still intended to start work in September.  

Councillor Wallis advised that the rebuild was a Department of Education and Education 

Funding Authority project and they had quoted the time frame. 

 

 Councillor Thomas asked Cornwall Councillor Wallis if he could explain the 

conditions imposed on the Coastline development adjacent to Nansloe Academy and whether 

any hope could be offered to the nearby residents who were concerned regarding overlook.  

Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that he had been surprised that there had only been 27 

objectors to this application with only eight of these from Bulwark.  He advised that he had 

spoken with the school and their concerns had been addressed.  Councillor Wallis advised that 

the Section 106 Agreement had been signed off and the housing was available to Helstonians 

only in the first instance.  He advised that if it was not possible to fill the housing from 

Helston residents, which he believed unlikely, then the housing would be opened out to 

residents of Cornwall.  Councillor Wallis expressed the opinion that supporters of planning 

applications rarely commented but as a Councillor these also had to be taken into account.  He 

advised that he had received many queries from people seeking housing and asking how to 

apply for these properties.  Councillor Wallis advised that people had had an opportunity to 

comment on the Application prior to the decision being taken and the Application had now 

been approved. 

 

 Councillor Grattan-Kane advised that he had received information that the ambulance 

car currently based at Helston Ambulance Station was to be relocated elsewhere from June 

leaving only one ambulance to serve the Helston and Lizard area before services were called 

in from further afield.  Councillor Grattan-Kane asked if anything could be done to get them 

to reconsider.  Cornwall Councillor Wallis suggested that the CEO of the Ambulance Service 

be contacted to query if there had been a change and if so why there had not been any 

consultation.  Councillor Wallis advised that he had sent an e-mail as soon as he heard of the 

change to express his concern.  Councillor Wallis expressed the opinion that the service 

provided by the ambulance car was vital and the time for a vehicle to come from further afield 

could put lives at risk. 

 

427. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16
th

 February 2017 

and the Special Full Council meeting held on 23
rd

 February 2017 be approved and signed as a 

true record.   
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428. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                

16
th

 February and 2
nd

 March 2017, be received. 

 

429. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 The Town Clerk reminded Members that the Minutes contained the following 

recommendations: 

 

a) the 4
th

 May 2017 Planning Committee meeting be re-scheduled to 3
rd

 May 2017. 

 

b) the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting scheduled for 9
th

 May 2017 

be postponed to Tuesday 6
th

 June 2017 and the Planning Committee meeting due 

on 18
th

 May 2017 be cancelled. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor R Williams, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 7
th

 March 2017, be received and the recommendations approved. 

 

430. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor advised that her Mayor’s Charity Ball had been cancelled and she hoped to 

be in a position to organise a low key event in the summer.   

 

 The Mayor then advised that the Town Band needed a road closure to process around 

the town at 7am and 7pm on 1
st
 May.  She advised that stewards were needed to assist with 

the road closures and requested that volunteers contact her. 

 

 The Mayor advised that the Town Clerk and a representative from Inclusion Cornwall 

had been invited to London to speak to an all Party Parliamentary Group on local democracy 

about the work of the Helston & Lizard Works Project.  The Mayor advised that Derek 

Thomas MP had offered to organise a tour of the Houses of Parliament and take the group for 

a meal if this was acceptable to Members.  Members had no objections. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that he had received an e-mail from the Secretary of the 

Helston & District Town Twinning Association thanking the Council for allowing them free 

use of the building from 1
st
 April. 

  

431. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer advised that he had nothing to add to his 

report (circulated prior to the meeting) and offered to answer Members’ questions. 

 

 Councillor Martin advised that he would be taping the recording for the Monument 

Talking Post the following week. 
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432. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Helston Library and One Stop Shop 
 

       This item was noted. 

 

(2) WWI Flower Festival 

       On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Boase attend the meeting to be held on 24
th

 April 2017 

regarding the WWI Flower Festival in July. 

 

 (3) The Cober Capsule 
 

      It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council purchase an envelope for the Rotary Club of Cober 

Valley’s fifty year time capsule with the Councillors individually contributing to the cost of 

the envelope. 

 

 (4) Helston & the Lizard Works Project 
 

       This item was noted. 

 

433. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 639-700 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £42,319.26. 

 

 Councillor Thomas abstained from the vote. 

 

434. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

435.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Reverend 

Reed, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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436. Confidential Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 
  

 (1) Castle Green Landscaping  

 

      Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Boase, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council accepted the quotation of £14,000 exclusive of vat received 

from Kernoweth Homes Ltd for the Castle Green landscaping works subject to receiving 

suitable written assurances confirming that there would not be an additional charge for any 

unforeseen works required to the underground kennel and subject to a 12 month defects 

period. 

 

 (2) Monument Walk Shelter 

 

      Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council accepted the quotation received from MeiLoci Ltd for 

converting the artwork into CAD drawings and making adjustments to the design as necessary 

to comply with Health and Safety legislation, to be funded from the existing £5,000 budget 

for the public art element of the shelter. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.13pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


