
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON

ON THURSDAY 19  TH   AUGUST 2010 AT 7.15 PM  

Councillors: R J L Boase (Town Mayor) in the Chair

R Williams 
Mrs S M E Swift
N J C Devenish 
K Reynolds

Mrs V J Matthew
Mrs F N E Boase
R R Pryor
M H Thomas

J P Radford-Gaby
Mrs W A Radford-Gaby

Officers: Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk)
Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk)

173. Prayers
The Meeting opened with Prayers  offered by the Mayor’s  Chaplain,  Canon David 

Miller.

174. Apologies
An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor D C Swift who was 

working.  

On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Pryor, it was

RESOLVED – that the Apology be received and accepted.

175. Declarations of Interest 
The Mayor and Councillor Mrs Boase declared an interest in item 14 of the Town 

Clerk’s Report (Agenda item 15) as members of the Helston and District Town Twinning 
Association.

Councillor Mrs Matthew declared a personal interest in Item 1 of the Town Clerk’s 
Report (Agenda item 15) as she had been involved in the organisation and fundraising for the 
youth project.  Councillor Mrs Matthew declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 
14 of the Town Clerk’s Report (Agenda item 15) as a member of the delegation participating 
in the twinning visit.

176. Police Matters
The  Town Clerk  advised  that  apologies  had  been  received  from the  Devon  and 

Cornwall Constabulary and read a report which included recent crime figures and those for 
the corresponding period from the year previous.

177. Public Participation
Mr Perry expressed concern regarding the weeds in Coinagehall Street and requested 

an update regarding a bus shelter.  The Mayor advised that there was an item on the Agenda 
to discuss weeds.  The Town Clerk advised that the Conservation Officer was confirming the 
style of a bus shelter he would prefer for the area and once that had been received quotations 
would be obtained.

Councillor Mrs Matthew spoke on the potential  Town Twinning with Plougasnou, 
France to confirm that a delegation had been invited to visit them in France to establish the 
respective benefits.
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178. Minutes 
On  the  proposition  of  Councillor  Mrs  Matthew,  seconded  by  Councillor  Mrs 

Radford-Gaby, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 15th July 2010 and 
the Special Full Council Meeting held on the 13th July 2010 be approved and signed as a true 
record.  

179. Minutes of the Harvest Fair Committee
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Harvest Fair Committee meeting held on the 8th July 
2010, be received.

180. Minutes of the Planning Committee
On the proposition of Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Thomas, 

it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 15th July 
and 5th August 2010, be received.

181. Minutes of the Amenities Committee
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Pryor, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 22nd July 
2010, be received.

182. Reports  from  Local  Cornwall  Councillors  and  the  Community  Network 
Manager

a) Local Cornwall Councillors
The Town Clerk advised that apologies had been received from Councillor Robertson 

and Councillor Wallis.

Councillor  Mrs  Haycock  circulated  copies  of  a  leaflet  that  had  been  dropped  to 
residents  regarding  their  refuse  and  then  gave  a  detailed  report  during  which  she  made 
particular  mention  to  the  taxi  rank in  Coinagehall  Street,  the  Beach  Dog Control  Order 
consultation and a Road Control Order existing in Cross Street.  Councillor Mrs Haycock 
further advised that she believed it would be beneficial for the public to have the details of 
their local Cornwall Council Ward Member included on the Helston Town Council planning 
letter and also added her support for the potential Town Twinning with Plougasnou, France.

Councillor Mrs Matthew queried how the Road Control Order would be enforced.  Councillor 
Mrs Haycock advised that the Police would enforce the Order and confirmed it did not affect 
vehicles making deliveries.  Councillor Devenish suggested the use of road signage similar to 
those in Hayle that advised delivery drivers to ignore their satellite navigation.

The Mayor advised that the lay-by in Clodgey Lane once had parking restriction signs 
and asked Councillor Mrs Haycock to investigate why they had been removed and requested 
that they be replaced.
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b) Community Network Manager
Mrs C Chadwick provided a detailed report (circulated prior to the meeting) which 

made particular mention to the Youth Café project, the Youth Event organised on behalf of 
Helston  Town  Council,  the  Helston  and  South  Kerrier  Loyalty  Card  Scheme  and  the 
‘Citizenship for Life’ programme.  Mrs Chadwick further advised that the People’s Millions 
Bid for funding for the Youth Café had been short listed and reminded Members that an event 
was to be held at Coronation Park the following Wednesday.  Mrs Chadwick then advised 
that the Youth Event she was organising on behalf of Helston Town Council was to be held 
on 22nd September 2010 and confirmed that the Methodist Church Hall had been booked.

Councillor  Reynolds  requested  an  update  of  the  Loyalty  Card  Scheme.   Mrs 
Chadwick advised that there was a meeting the following week with the interested businesses 
and a full report would be provided at the following Council meeting.

183. Discarded Smoking Materials
Councillor  J  P Radford-Gaby expressed his  concern at  the profusion of discarded 

cigarette ends outside a number of premises within the town centre and advised that he was of 
the opinion that it was inappropriate for the ratepayer to pay for the cleaning of  debris which 
should be the responsibility of the property owner or tennant.  Following a detailed debate it 
was  proposed  by  Councillor  J  P  Radford-Gaby,  seconded  by  Councillor  Thomas,  and 
unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Mayor write to the owners of the premises concerned requesting that 
they include the removal of smoking debris on the pavement outside their property in their 
daily cleaning schedule.

184. Weeding of the Town by the Community Payback Scheme
Councillor J P Radford-Gaby expressed concern regarding the quantity of weeds in 

the town and suggested that the Community Payback Scheme be asked to carry out a cyclical 
maintenance scheme to control the problem.  The Town Clerk advised that a representative 
from the Community Payback Scheme had met with the Assistant to the Town Clerk to view 
the specific areas that required attention and had confirmed that they were able to carry out 
the work within four weeks.  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor J P 
Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and

RESOLVED  –  that  the  Town  Council  seek  a  cyclical  maintenance  agreement  with  the 
Community Payback Scheme to weed the appropriate areas.

185. Report of the Town Clerk

(1) Young People’s Event
      During the debate it had been proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Swift, and

RESOLVED  –  that  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  to  allow  the  Community  Network 
Manager to answer a question.

The Community Network Manager confirmed the amount of funding that the Young People’s 
Event had received from Cornwall Councillors.

It was then proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and 

RESOLVED – that Standing Orders be resumed.
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Following a detailed debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, 
that Helston Town Council made a contribution towards the Young People’s Event.  This 
motion failed and it was

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council did not make a contribution towards the Young 
People’s Event.

      The Town Clerk advised that he would write to the organisation to provide them 
with details of the grants meeting.

(2) Sex Establishment Consultation  
      This item was noted.

(3) Grant Application Form and Procedure Notes
      Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Swift, and

RESOLVED – that the words ‘The Council would not normally agree to a grant towards a 
project which it had financially supported the previous year.’ be deleted from Item 5 of the 
draft Grant Application Guidance.

      It was further proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
Radford-Gaby, and

RESOLVED – that the words ‘Grant applicants are encouraged to attend the Helston Town 
Council meeting to verbally support the grant application.’ be added as item 11 in the Grant 
Application Guidance.

      On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, 
it was

RESOLVED  –  that  subject  to  the  above  amendments  the  Grant  Application  Form  and 
Procedure be adopted.

(4) Tourism Focus Group
      On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it 

was

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Swift be nominated as a member of the Tourism Focus 
Group.

(5) Town Plan Questionnaire
      Members considered the draft Town Plan Questionnaire and suggested several 

amendments.  This item was then noted.

(6) Planning Committee
     Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded 

by the Mayor, that the details of the Cornwall Council Local Ward Member be included on 
Helston Town Council’s Planning Application Letter.  This Motion failed and it was

RESOLVED – that the details of the Cornwall Council Local Ward Member would not be 
included on Helston Town Council’s Planning Application Letter.
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(7) Consultation on Proposals to Cap Town & Parish Councils
      During a detailed debate Members agreed responses to the questions posed in the 

consultation.   It  was  then  proposed by Councillor  Mrs  Boase,  seconded  by  Councillor 
J P Radford-Gaby, and

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council’s response to the consultation on proposals to cap 
Town & Parish Councils, as agreed by Members, be submitted to CALC.

(8) Planning Application PA10/04084
     Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by 

the Mayor, that the Town Council recommended approval of Application PA10/04084.  This 
motion failed.

     The Mayor and Councillor Williams voted in favour of the motion.

     It was then proposed by Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor 
Devenish, and

RESOLVED – that the Town Council recommended refusal of Application PA10/04084: 
a) in the interest of pedestrian and highway safety; and 
b) as  there  had  been  no  material  change  to  warrant  the  amendment  to  the  planning 

Conditions.

     The Mayor and Councillor Williams voted against the Resolution.

(9) Money Saving Suggestions
     Councillors put forward suggestions and the Town Clerk requested that Members 

inform him of any further ideas.

(10) Local Government Pension Scheme
       This item was noted.

(11) CALC Larger Local Councils Conference
       On  the  proposition  of  Councillor  Reynolds,  seconded  by  Councillor  Mrs 

Matthew, it was

RESOLVED – that Councillors Mrs Swift and Pryor together with the Town Clerk attend the 
CALC Larger Local Councils Conference on Friday 17th September 2010.

(12) West Cornwall CCTV Upgrade Programme
        This item was noted.

(13) Beach Dog Control Orders
       It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Matthew, and

RESOLVED – that Members submit individual responses regarding the Beach Dog Control 
Orders.

Councillor Mrs Matthew declared a prejudicial interest in the following item and 
left the meeting at 9.33pm
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(14) Town Twinning
       It  was  proposed  by  Councillor  Mrs  Swift,  seconded  by  Councillor  Mrs 

Radford-Gaby, and

RESOLVED – that a Town Plaque be given as the gift to Plougasnou.

Councillor Mrs Matthew re-entered the meeting.

(15) Town Centre Manager
       Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded 

by Councillor Thomas, and

RESOLVED – that Policy, Finance and Resources Committee be given delegated authority to 
commence the appointment process.

      Councillors Williams and Reynolds voted against the Resolution.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, and 

RESOLVED – that the Schedule of Accounts and the Confidential items be brought forward 
on the agenda.

186. Schedule of Accounts for Payment
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 138-172 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 
these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £14,489.63.

(Councillor Williams declared an interest in Account No. 172.)

It  was  agreed  that  the  cheques  would  be  signed  by  Councillor  Mrs  Swift  and 
Councillor Reynolds the following day.

187. Exclusion of the Press and Public
On the proposition of Councillor Pryor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 
Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 
business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

188. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk

(1) Helston in Bloom – Shields and Engraving
      Members considered a report by the Town Clerk (previously circulated) regarding 

shields and engraving for Helston in Bloom.

On the proposition of Councillor R.J.L. Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 
was

RESOLVED – that the quotation from Key Express be accepted at a cost of £95.85.
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189. Helston Community Centre
Members  considered  correspondence  received  from  the  Helston  and  District 

Community Association.   At the conclusion of the debate it  was proposed by Councillor 
Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Devenish, and

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to the Helston and District Community Association 
to advise that:

(a) as  previously  indicated,  the  Council  would  consider  offers  in  the  region  of 
£275,000 to purchase the Community Centre building;

(b) the  deadline  for  receipt  of  a  firm offer,  based  on  £275,000,  be  extended  to 
Friday 10th September 2010; and

(c)  if an offer was not received by 10th September 2010 the Council would take 
appropriate alternative action regarding the future of the building.

190. Attendance at Meetings 
Councillor Mrs Swift advised that she would be meeting with the Leader and Chief 

Executive of Cornwall Council and requested that Members inform her of any issues they 
would like raised.

191. Items for the next Agenda

Councillor Devenish requested that an item be placed on the following Full Council 
Agenda to review Standing Order 1.27.

Meeting closed at 10.14pm 

Confirmed

Town Mayor
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