
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON

ON THURSDAY 19  TH   FEBRUARY 2009 AT 7.15 P.M.  

Present: Councillor N.J.C. Devenish (Town Mayor) in the Chair

Councillors: 
R. Williams 
Mrs S.M.E. Swift
N.C. Martin

P. Phillips
R.J.L. Boase
K. Reynolds

Mrs V.J. Matthew
Mrs F.N.E. Boase
R. R. Pryor

Officers: Mr C. Dawson (Town Clerk)
Miss P. J. Lavelle (Finance and Committee Assistant)

378. PRAYERS

The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by the Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Dorothy 
Noakes.

379. APOLOGIES

An apology  for  non-attendance  was  received  from Councillor  D.C.  Swift  who  was 
working.  

On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was

RESOLVED – that the Apology be received and accepted.

380. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor  Mrs  Swift  declared  an  interest  in  item 1(e)  of  the  Town Clerk’s  Report 
(Agenda item 14) as a Director on the Citizens Advice Bureau Board.

The Mayor declared an interest in item 1(d) of the Town Clerk’s Report (Agenda item 
14) as he was involved with the Youth Rugby.

381. POLICE MATTERS

The Mayor  extended a  welcome to PC Cook who presented  a  detailed  report  which 
included recent crime figures and those for the corresponding period from the year previous.  

Councillor Mrs Swift expressed concern regarding the dangers faced by pedestrians who 
did not use the footpath in Kellaway Parc when going to and from the schools, and requested 
that PC Cook or the PCSO’s attempt to highlight the danger to them.
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382. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr I Perry thanked the Mayoress for attending the Age Concern meeting and expressed 
his pleasure to see Councillor Williams back at the meeting.   Mr Perry advised that he had 
noticed a lot of people taking risks when crossing the road in front of vehicles and queried if the 
plan to relieve Police Officers from office work by the employment of civilians would affect the 
number of Officers on the beat.  PC Cook confirmed that this was a program that was being 
rolled out over a length of time.  Mr Perry further advised that lots of people were throwing their 
cigarette butts into the kennels and suggested the use of cigarette stubbers, and then referred to a 
letter from the Old Cornwall Society regarding the kennels.

Mr M Upton spoke on behalf of the Helston Musical Theatre Company, of which he was 
a committee member,  and raised questions regarding the relocation of user groups from the 
Penrose Road Community Centre, the site for and progress with a new community centre, the 
viability of a new community centre and a time scale to build a new community centre.  The 
Mayor responded to the questions raised.

Mr A Craig, Deputy Head of Parc Eglos School, spoke in support of the School’s grant 
application and advised that if the project did not go ahead it was possible that the swimming 
pool could face closure.

383. MINUTES 

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Pryor, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 15th January 2009 be 
approved and signed as a true record.  

384. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 8th January and 
5th February 2009, be received.

385. MINUTES OF THE HARVEST FAIR COMMITTEE

On the proposition of Councillor R.J.L. Boase, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Harvest Fair Committee meetings held on the 8th January 
and 5th February 2009, be received.

386. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor reported that at a private meeting of Members, held immediately prior to the 
Council Meeting, he had been proposed as Mayor and Councillor R.J.L. Boase as Deputy Mayor 
for the civic year 2009/2010.
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387. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT

a) Local District Councillors

Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that the Scrutiny A Committee had met to discuss the 
provision of a Tourist Information Centre in Helston and had recommended this as a priority. 
She also expressed her concern with the damaged granite posts at an entrance to Coronation 
Park.  The Town Clerk advised that he had been in contact with the Area Surveyor at Cornwall 
County Council regarding their replacement.  Councillor Mrs Haycock then spoke on the subject 
of cigarette butts and advised that she had visited the Public Houses and suggested that they put 
a butt bin by their entrances, but they had expressed the opinion that the cigarette butts were not 
generated by their customers.  She further advised that Fixed Penalty Notices could be issued for 
littering if necessary.

Following  a  brief  debate  it  was  proposed  by  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  Councillor 
Reynolds, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to the Public Houses to request their assistance with 
the problem of cigarette butts. 

Councillor Mrs Swift advised that, as Chair of the Audit Committee at Kerrier District 
Council, she was still attending the Finance groups at County Hall and informed Members that 
the Chair’s had been invited to be part of the interim Audit Committee.  Councillor Mrs Swift 
advised that she had also had a meeting with Kevin Lavery, the Chief Executive of Cornwall 
Council  and a meeting with Gill  Steward who was the Corporate Director of Communities. 
Councillor Mrs Swift further advised that there was currently no Community Network Manager 
for Helston, and when the appointment was made the post would be shared with Hayle and St. 
Ives.  Councillor Mrs Swift also advised that she had attended the Mentoring Passing Out Parade 
for the Phoenix Project.

b) One Cornwall Local Member

Councillor Clayton advised that the elections were due to take place on 4th June 2009 and 
would  be  based  on  the  December  draft  boundary  recommendation  of  123  elected 
representatives.  Councillor Clayton further advised that he would remain on the Implementation 
Executive until 4 days after the election.  Councillor Clayton then explained the planning system 
confirming that there would be three divisions for the County with a total of 36 Members which 
would be politically balanced.
 

The Mayor expressed grave concerns that the Community Network Manager was not full 
time and would only be available  for 2½ days  a week.  Following a detailed debate it  was 
proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that a letter be sent to Gill Steward to re-iterate the Town Council’s concerns.

It was then proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, and

RESOLVED  –  that  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  to  allow  Councillor  Mrs  Haycock  and 
Councillor Clayton to provide further information.

Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that Helston was not the only area that would have to 
share a Network Manager and the changes were due to budgetary constraints.

Councillor Clayton advised that Council Tax had been set and would mean an annual 
increase on Band D of £4.00 for the Kerrier District and £51.00 for the Penwith District.
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It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, and

RESOLVED – that Standing Orders be resumed.

The Mayor thanked the County and District Councillors and One Cornwall Member for 
attending.

388. TOWN PLAN

Following  a  detailed  debate  it  was  proposed  by  Councillor  Pryor,  seconded  by  the 
Mayor, that the Town Council produce a Town Plan and hold a Special Full Council meeting to 
discuss the Plan further.

An amendment was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor R.J.L. 
Boase that  the  Town Council  produce  a  Community  Plan  and hold  a  Special  Full  Council 
meeting to discuss the Plan further.  The amendment was carried and became the Substantive 
Motion and it was

RESOLVED – that  the  Town Council  produce a  Community Plan and hold a  Special  Full 
Council meeting to discuss the Plan further.

389. REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

(1) Grants
      
     The Town Clerk advised that a further application for financial support had been 

received (item 17 of the Supplemental Report) and should be considered along with this item. 
Seven grant applications were individually considered. 

(a) 1st Helston Scout Group

On the proposition of Councillor R.J.L. Boase, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, 
it was unanimously

RESOLVED  -  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  137  of  the  Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 
requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £200.00 in respect 
of 1st Helston Scout Group.

(b) Parc Eglos School

On the  proposition  of  Councillor  Mrs  Matthew,  seconded by Councillor  Mrs 
Swift, it was unanimously

RESOLVED – that:
a) in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  19  of  the  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the 
expenditure  satisfies  the  requirements  of  that  Section,  the  Council  approves 
expenditure in the sum of £550.00 in respect of the swimming pool at Parc Eglos 
School; and

b) the Town Clerk write a letter of support for the project.
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Councillor R.J.L. Boase took the Chair at 8.25pm.

(c) Helston Rugby Football Club

            It was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, 
and

RESOLVED  -  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  19  of  the  Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 (as amended) and being of the opinion that 
the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in 
the sum of £250.00 in respect of training area drainage works.

The Mayor declared an interest in this item and took no part in the debate or voting 
thereon.

The Mayor resumed the Chair at 8.27pm.

(d) Kerrier District Citizens Advice Bureau

It was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, and

RESOLVED  -  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  by  section  142  of  the  Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 
requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £200.00 in respect 
of the Kerrier District Citizens Advice Bureau.

Councillor Mrs Swift declared an interest in this item and took no part in the debate or 
voting thereon.

(e) Cornwall Blind Association

It  was  proposed  by  Councillor  Reynolds  and  seconded  by  Councillor  R.J.L. 
Boase that a grant of £75.00 be given to the Cornwall Blind Association.

An amendment was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor 
Pryor that a grant of £200.00 be given to the Cornwall Blind Association.  The amendment was 
carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was

RESOLVED  -  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  137  of  the  Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 
requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £200.00 in respect 
of the Cornwall Blind Association transport service.

(f) Cornwall International Male Voice Choral Festival

and

(g) Shelter

       It was proposed by Councillor Mayor, seconded by Councillor Pryor, and

RESOLVED – that  as  there  was  no  current  budget  left  available  that  no  further  grants  be 
awarded.
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(2) Allotments  

      Members requested that the Town Clerk contact the landowner to establish the cost 
of the allotments at Sladden Bottoms, Porthleven.  This item was then noted.

(3) Fire Procedures

      This item was noted.

(4) Member Community Grant Scheme

      This item was noted.

(5) Annual Minerals and Monitoring Report 2007/08

      This item was noted.

(6) Casual Vacancy

     Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by 
Councillor Mrs Matthew, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk ascertain the cost of polling cards and contact Members for 
their decision.

(7) Searching of an MP’s Parliamentary Office

      On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by the Mayor, it was

RESOLVED  –  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  Mr  Chris  Bryant,  Deputy  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  thank  him  for  his  explanation  and  to  request  confirmation  that  appropriate 
safeguards were in place.

(8) Cornwall Countryside Access Forum

     This item was noted.

(9) Licensing

     This item was noted.

(10) Use of the Road Sweeper in Helston

        This item was noted.

(11) Community Safety Partnership

        This item was noted.

(12) Helston Footpath 19

        This item was noted.
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(13) Street Lighting – Bosnoweth

     It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and

RESOLVED – that a letter be sent to Cornwall County Council to request that they consider the 
installation of street lighting along the footpath between Bosnoweth and Kellaway Parc.

(14) CALC - Planning Focus Group

     It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Pryor, and

RESOLVED – that Councillor R.J.L. Boase be nominated to represent Helston Town Council 
on the Planning Focus Group. 

(15) Cornwall Council – Planning Validation List

        This item was noted.

(16) West Cornwall Healthwatch AGM

        It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, and

RESOLVED – that Councillor Phillips be nominated for the 2009-2010 Committee.

390. REPORT OF THE TOWN WARDEN

The  Town  Clerk  advised  that  the  date  for  the  South  West  Neighbourhood  Warden 
Network meeting had changed and the Town Warden was no longer able to attend as he was on 
Annual Leave.  This item was then noted.

391. SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

On the proposition of Councillor R.J.L. Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 
was

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 368-409 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 
these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £20,176.24.

(Councillor Williams declared an interest in Account No. 407)

It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Williams and Councillor 
Mrs Swift.

392. ATTENDANCES AT MEETINGS 

Councillor Pryor advised that he had attended the CALC Conference.

Councillor Mrs Swift had attended the CALC Conference, a Larger Councils meeting of 
CALC and two Citizens Advice Bureau Board Meetings.  Councillor Mrs Swift further advised 
that she had met Sergeant David Aynsley of the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary at a meeting 
and had requested that he provide statistics on deprivation and child poverty for the Helston area 
for Members’ information.
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The Mayor had attended an informal meeting with the local manager for Jobcentre Plus 
and advised that the Helston Branch would shortly be open one extra day a week with extra staff 
and facilities also being available.  He further advised that the situation would remain under a 
constant review and opening hours could alter dependent on the level of demand.

The Town Clerk advised that he had attended meetings with the Council’s Architect and 
Solicitor regarding the Community Centre building.

393. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 
the following Full Council Agenda.

394. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

On the proposition of Councillor Pryor, seconded by Councillor R.J.L. Boase, it was

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

395. COMMUNITY CENTRE

Members considered correspondence received from the Council’s solicitor and a member 
of the public (circulated prior to the meeting).  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by 
Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be given delegated authority to authorise the 
appointment of a Quantity Surveyor.

It  was  further  proposed  by  the  Mayor,  seconded  by  Councillor  Mrs  Boase,  and 
unanimously

RESOLVED – that a letter be sent, as drafted, in response to the member of the public.

Meeting closed at 9.41pm 

Confirmed

Town Mayor
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