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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21
ST

 DECEMBER 2017 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

J Martin  

Mrs N Roberts 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

Rev D P Reed 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

 

246. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Councillor Reverend Reed.   

 

247. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Thomas and 

Kenchington. 

 

248. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that planning applications PA17/08808 and 

PA17/08982 had been considered by the West Sub-Area Planning Committee who had agreed 

to hold two site meetings. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin also advised that Cornwall Council had been considering 

the 2018/19 budget which would be finalised in February. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas submitted a written report read by the Town Clerk.  

Councillor Thomas advised that he had been involved in Divisional case work and had 

attended various Cornwall Council meetings. 

 

 Along with Cornwall Councillor Martin, Councillor Thomas had attended the re-

opening of the refurbished Library incorporating the Information Centre (former One Stop 

Shop) and soon to host the Jobcentre Plus. 

 

 Councillor Thomas had met with Geoff Brown CC – Portfolio Holder for Transport to 

discuss Helston’s transport issues including the lack of connectivity to Network Rail and poor 

road links to the A30 and nearby towns. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Wallis informed Members that it was no longer possible for him 

to attend all Full Council meetings due to his other commitments.  He then advised that he 

had been engaged with residents of Bulwark over planning applications and confirmed that 

the Appeal regarding planning application PA16/07813 had been dismissed by the Inspector 

and, weather permitting, Coastline Housing would begin the development in January.  

Cornwall Councillor Wallis then confirmed that the housing would be allocated to local 

people in the first instance. 

 

 Councillor Wallis assured Members that the devolution of the Coronation Park and 

Boating Lake was progressing and should conclude early in the New Year. 
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249. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public thanked the Members for representing Helston especially 

considering the amount of extra work being transferred to Town and Parish Councils.  He 

then suggested that Members should receive a remuneration to cover their expenses. 

 

 Another member of the public expressed concern that the Police was considering 

budget cuts and also suggested that Cornwall Council should increase its budget for social 

care. 

 

250. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16
th

 November 

2017 be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

251. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                

16
th

 November and 4
th

 December 2017, be received. 

 

252. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, 

it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the                

23
rd

 November 2017, be received and the recommendation approved. 

 

253. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor thanked those that had worn a Christmas jumper to the meeting and for 

contributing to the collection for Save the Children.  She then thanked the Town Clerk and 

officers for their hard work and wished everyone a restful break and to return invigorated for 

a busy 2018. 

 

254. Helston Rail Link 

 

 In the absence of Councillor Thomas, it was proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, 

seconded by Councillor Potter, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council supported the principle of reconnecting Helston to 

Network Rail and would work with all interested parties to substantiate Helston’s case for this 

to occur. 

  

255. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer (TCRO) advised that the planting at the 

bottom of Castle Hill steps had been completed and the wall-mounted lamp was due to be re-

connected on 3
rd

 January. 
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 He then informed Members that the Monument Walk Shelter funding application to 

Awards for All had been successful and therefore work could commence on fabricating the 

shelter. 

 

 In response to a question, the TCRO confirmed that Cormac Contracting Limited 

would be returning to re-align the Monument up-lighters. 

 

 Responding to a further question, the Mayor advised that approximately £6,000 had 

been raised towards an area of granite paving, but the estimate for the supply of granite was 

£11,000. 

 

256. 2018/19 Budget 

 

 The Council considered a report by the Town Clerk (circulated prior to the meeting) 

together with the final draft budget for the Financial Year ending 31
st
 March 2019.  The Town 

Clerk confirmed that every year Full Council had to agree the budget and the Precept request 

for the following financial year.  He further advised that the Policy, Finance and Resources 

Committee had scrutinised the budget in great detail, made some amendments and was 

recommending the budget to Full Council. He further advised that the Referendum Principles 

would not apply to Town and Parish Councils in 2018/19 or the two years following. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, and  

 

RESOLVED – that:  

 

a) the draft budget be approved;  

 

b) the Precept for 2018/19 be set at £363,890; and 

 

  c)   the 2018/19 Schedule of Fees and Charges be approved as set out. 

  

257. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) 50
th

 Anniversary Twinning Visit – Sasso Marconi 
 

        Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Councillor Potter, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council fund the Mayor’s travel expenses to Sasso Marconi in 

October 2018 to commemorate the 50
th

 Anniversary of the twinning Agreement. 

 

(2) Cornwall Armed Forces Day 2018 

 

       On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council participate in Armed Forces Day. 

 

 (3) CALC Training 2017/18 
 

       This item was noted. 

  

258. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it 

was unanimously 
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RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 432-480 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £26,034.47. 

 

259. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the written reports submitted by the Town Clerk in respect of Town 

Twinning and CCTV and Councillor R J L Boase regarding Helston in Bloom, be received. 

 

260. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

 Prior to her leaving the meeting, Councillor Williams thanked Mrs Ferguson (Helston 

Packet) for the way she had presented the Town Council in the Press over the past year. 

 

261.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

262. Proceeds of Sale – 3 Penrose Road 

 

 Councillor Potter thanked the Town Clerk for circulating information and 

correspondence relating to the proceeds of sale of 3 Penrose Road.   

 

 Following the discussion it was proposed by Councillor Potter, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Boase, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the use of the proceeds of sale be considered by the Policy, Finance & 

Resources Committee and a report of options brought back to Full Council. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Martin, 

and  

 

RESOLVED – that a letter be sent to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 

Local Government to request his assistance. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.35pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


