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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 17
TH 

SEPTEMBER 2015 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: M H Thomas (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

J P Radford-Gaby 

J Martin 

M Upton 

Mrs G A Geer 

M Knight 

Mrs N Roberts 

A R Harrison 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

174. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by the Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon David 

Miller. 

 

175. Police Matters 

  

 The Town Clerk read a report on behalf of the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary 

which included recent crime figures and those for the corresponding period from the year 

previous. 

 

176. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and  

 the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that Cornwall Councillor Martin had asked 

her to pass on his apologies.  Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock then advised that August had 

been very busy with planning applications, problems with the J D Wetherspoon Development 

in respect of congestion and noise, parking problems and enforcement issues.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock advised that Helston was going to be part of the mixed plastics recycling trial and 

outlined the project.  Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock then referred to the cannon advising 

there was some discussion as to who it belonged to but advised that it needed some immediate 

work to make it safe and would need further refurbishment in the long term.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock referred to the Helston Lizard Works Big Up Helston event which the Mayor was 

attending and expressed the hope that other Councillors would attend.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock then advised that she had funding available from her Community Chest Grant if any 

organisations wished to apply. 

 

 Councillor Knight expressed her thanks on behalf of the WWI Heritage Group to 

Cornwall Councillors Mrs Haycock, Martin and Wallis for jointly funding the WWI 

Memorial Seat. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that he had no further information to add to 

Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock’s report.  In response to a question from the Mayor, 

Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that he supported the removal of the Newquay Airport 

development fee which was a barrier to the growth of the airport as it discouraged operators. 
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 b) Community Network Manager 

 

 The Mayor referred to the report of the Community Network Manager (circulated 

prior to the meeting) to highlight the issue of leisure centres expressing the opinion that 

Cornwall Council would have to address the matter in the near future. 

 

177. Public Participation 
  

 Freeman Perry thanked the Council for bestowing the honour on him and read a letter 

of thanks.  He then expressed concern with parking problems in the town due to the J D 

Wetherspoon development and advised that he had also been asked to request additional 

disabled parking within the town in more suitable locations.  Councillor Upton outlined the 

parking arrangements for blue badge holders. 

 

178. Report from the Helston Business Improvement Partnership 
  

 The Mayor requested that this item be deferred until the following month as the 

Helston Business Improvement Partnership (HBIP) was at a critical point with the Business 

Improvement District. 

 

  Councillor Knight queried if Councillor Martin, as the Town Council’s representative 

on HBIP, could update Members on the group’s activities.  Councillor Martin advised that he 

could not update Members at present confirming that a statement was being issued by the 

HBIP. 

 

179. Minutes  
 

 The Town Clerk advised that the resolution for Min. No. 114 ii)/2015 should read    

‘... granting access’ not ‘... ranting access’. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16
th

 July 2015 and 

the Special Town Council meeting held on the 28
th

 July 2015 be approved subject to the 

above amendment and signed as a true record.   

 

180. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 16
th

 July,   

6
th

 August 2015 and 3
rd

 September 2015, be received. 

 

181. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 

meeting held on the 21
st
 July 2015 and the scheduled meeting held on 8

th
 September 2015, be 

received. 

 

 Councillor Upton requested that his abstention from the vote be recorded as he 

had not been present. 
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182. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 The Mayor reminded Members that the following recommendation was included in 

the Minutes: 

 

i) That the quotation from Evolution Limited for the demolition of the Drill Hall 

Yard shed be accepted at a cost of £2,050.00; and 

ii) Permission be sought from the South Kerrier Heritage Trust to temporarily store 

the bricks behind the lockable gate until the bricks could be disposed of. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 23
rd

 July 

2015, be received and the recommendation accepted. 

 

183. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor advised that he had attended the following events: 

 

 RNAS Culdrose Air Day 

 Phoenix Project barbeque  

 A visit with the Mayor of Spokane whilst on holiday. 

 

 The Mayor then congratulated the WWI Heritage Group on their successful funding 

bid and thanked all those involved for their hard work, particularly Councillor Knight.  The 

Mayor then thanked Councillor R J L Boase for standing in for him as a seagull at the recent 

seagull-proof bags promotional event.  The Mayor then advised that he would be representing 

Helston on a twinning visit to Plougasnou the following week. 

 

184. Decoration of the Mayor’s Parlour 
 

 The Mayor expressed the opinion that the decoration of the Mayor’s Parlour should be 

given priority advising that he felt embarrassed to have anyone come into a room with a hole 

in the ceiling.  He expressed the opinion that the Council needed to allow the Guildhall 

Working Party a sum of money to enable them to resolve the problem.  The Mayor advised 

that the Parlour was not his room it was the Mayor’s room and he wanted to leave it in a 

suitable condition for the next Mayor.  A detailed debate ensued during which comments for 

and against the Motion were presented.  At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by 

the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Mayor’s Parlour be decorated as a priority with a maximum budget of 

£5,000 with delegated authority being given to the Guildhall Working Party. 

 

185. Update regarding the Furry Café 

 

 The Mayor updated Members on the Furry Café advising that he would provide a 

written report for the October Full Council meeting.  The Mayor advised that he had met with 

the three other Directors and briefly outlined the situation.  He then encouraged any 

Councillors with an interest to become involved. 
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186. Committee Membership 
 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk regarding the selection of Committee 

membership (circulated prior to the meeting).  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by 

Councillor Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Option 2, to allow more Members than the minimum number to form the 

Committee if they expressed an interest, be adopted. 

 

187. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer updated Members on his report (circulated 

prior to the meeting) and responded to Members’ questions. 

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by the 

Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council authorised the painting of the street light for ‘Peacock’s 

Lane’ at a cost of £30 and the installation of a control node at a cost of £130. 

 

188. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Grants 
 

       a) Determination of whether a grant be awarded 

 

 i) Andrew Oliver Big Heart Fund 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant be awarded to the Andrew Oliver Big Heart Fund. 

 

 ii) Cornubian Arts and Science Trust 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Knight, that a 

grant not be awarded to the Cornubian Arts and Science Trust.  The Motion failed and it was 

therefore 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant be awarded to the Cornubian Arts and Science Trust. 

 

 iii) CHICKS 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant not be awarded to CHICKS. 

 

 iv) Cornwall Deaf Centre 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Williams, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant not be awarded to the Cornwall Deaf Centre. 
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 v) Helston Cricket Club 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant be awarded to the Helston Cricket Club. 

 

 vi) Helston Flora Day Association 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant be awarded to the Helston Flora Day Association. 

 

     The Mayor declared an interest in the following item as the Mayoress was the 

Honorary President of the Helston Friendship Club. 

 

 vii) Helston Friendship Club 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Knight, and  

 

RESOLVED – that a grant be awarded to the Helston Friendship Club. 

 

 viii) Helston Town Band  

 

      It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Upton, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant be awarded to Helston Town Band. 

 

     Councillors Boase and Mrs Boase requested that their abstention from the vote 

be recorded. 

 

 ix) iSight Cornwall 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant not be awarded to iSight Cornwall. 

 

 x) One and All Judo Club 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Roberts, seconded by Councillor Knight, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant be awarded to the One and All Judo Club. 

 

b) Determination of amount of grant funding awarded 

 

 i) Andrew Oliver Big Heart Fund 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Mayor, that the Andrew 

Oliver Big Heart Fund be awarded a grant of £1000.00.  

 

 An Amendment was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor 

Radford-Gaby, that the Andrew Oliver Big Heart Fund be awarded a grant of £500.00.  The 

Amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was  
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RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £500.00 in 

respect of the placement of 24 hour public access defibrillators in and around Helston town 

centre. 

 

 ii) Cornubian Arts and Science Trust 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Knight, and 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £500.00 in 

respect of support for CAST’s public programmes. 

 

 iii) Helston Cricket Club 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Knight, that 

the Helston Cricket Club be awarded a grant of £500.00 

 

     An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor 

Upton, that Helston Cricket Club be awarded a grant of £200.00.  The Amendment was 

carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was  

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 19 of the Local 

Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and being of the opinion that the 

expenditure satisfies the requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the 

sum of £200.00 in respect of the insulation of the club house roof. 

 

     An Amendment had been proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Boase, that Helston Cricket Club be awarded a grant of £100.  This Amendment failed. 

 

 iv) Helston Flora Day Association 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Upton, that Helston 

Flora Day Association be awarded a grant of £500.00 

 

     An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Mayor, 

that Helston Flora Day Association be awarded a grant of £1000.00.  The Amendment was 

carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was  

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £1000.00 in 

respect of replacement flags. 

 

    Councillor Williams requested that his abstention from the vote be recorded. 

 

 v) Helston Friendship Club 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Knight, and  

 

 

 



 

 7 

 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £400.00 in 

respect of the provision of entertainment and speakers. 

 

     The Mayor and Councillor Upton requested that their abstention from the vote 

be recorded. 

 

 vi) Helston Town Band 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Knight, that 

Helston Town Band be awarded a grant of £500.00 

 

     An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Radford-Gaby, seconded by the 

Mayor, that Helston Town Band be awarded a grant of £1,000.00.  The Amendment was 

carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was  

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 145 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £1,000.00 in 

respect of the band’s annual Solo and Quartet contest. 

 

    Councillor Mrs Boase requested that her abstention from the vote be recorded. 
 

 vii) One and All Judo Club  

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Roberts, seconded by Councillor Martin, that 

the One and All Judo Club be awarded a grant of £1,000.00 

 

     An Amendment was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Knight, that 

the One and All Judo Club be awarded a grant of £500.00.  The Amendment was carried and 

became the Substantive Motion and it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 19 of the Local 

Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and being of the opinion that the 

expenditure satisfies the requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the 

sum of £500.00 in respect of the purchase of equipment. 

 

(2) Casual Vacancy – West Ward 

 

       The Mayor expressed his gratitude to Miss Hornsby for her service and 

particularly her support with the youth engagement events, expressing the opinion that she 

had contributed to the life of the town in a big way.  On the proposition of Councillor Mrs 

Geer, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Mayor write a letter of thanks on behalf of the Town Council to Miss 

Hornsby. 

 

      The Town Clerk then confirmed that there would be a by-election for the vacancy 

and requested confirmation of whether Members wished to provide polling cards at a cost of 

£500.  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by the 

Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that polling cards be provided for the West Ward by-election. 
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 (3) Council Representative 
 

       Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Geer be appointed as the Town Council’s representative 

on the Helston Business Improvement Partnership. 

 

        It was further proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Martin be appointed as the Town Council’s representative on 

the Public Realm Project Board. 

 

       It was agreed that the Youth Engagement Working Party was open to all who 

wished to attend. 

 

 (4) Bank Signatories 
 

       It was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Geer be appointed as a bank signatory. 

 

 (5) Youth Engagement Working Party 

 

       On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Youth Engagement Working Party meetings be scheduled for the first 

Monday of every month commencing at 7.00pm in the Mayor’s Parlour. 

 

 (6) Policy, Finance & Resources Committee – Meeting Dates 
 

      It was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Orders be amended to state ‘that meetings of the Policy, Finance 

and Resources Committee shall be held on the Tuesday of the week preceding Full Council in 

July, September, November, January, March and May with a Special budget meeting in 

October unless otherwise indicated by the Council’. 

 

 (7) Twinning Gift 
 

       On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the purchase of a twinning gift at a cost of £55.00 and the purchase of a 

wreath for the Mayor to lay, be authorised. 

 

 (8) Framing of Twinning Agreements 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Harrison, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the two unframed Town Twinning Agreements be framed locally at a total 

cost of £77.40. 
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 (9) Helston WW1 Heritage Project 
 

      This item was noted. 

 

 (10) Cornwall Council Localism Summit 
 

      The Mayor advised that he would attend the Cornwall Council Localism Summit 

on 30
th

 September 2015. 

 

189. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 273 to 323 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £28,941.10. 

 

190.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

191. Confidential Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Council accepted the quotation received from Combined Tree Services for tree 

management works to trees on the wooded embankment below the bowling green 

at the sum of £800 exclusive of VAT to be funded from the Section 106 Public 

Realm Fund; and 

 

b) the Council accepted the lowest quotation from D A Giles Ltd for the 

reinstatement of the Guildhall planting bed with cobbles to be funded from the 

Section 106 Public Realm Fund. 

 

 Members confirmed that proper fixing materials must be used for the reinstatement of 

cobbles in the Guildhall planting bed to match the existing as close as possible. 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk and the Town Centre Regeneration Officer left the 

meeting at 9.58pm 
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192. Confidential Staffing Report of the Town Clerk 
 

 Members considered the Confidential Staffing Report of the Town Clerk (circulated 

prior to the meeting) and a detailed debate ensued.  On the proposition of Councillor Upton, 

seconded by Councillor Knight, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.28 be suspended to allow the meeting to continue. 

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by 

Councillor Knight, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Centre Regeneration Officer’s Contract of Employment be 

extended to 31
st
 March 2017. 

 

 It was agreed to defer making a decision on the source of funding until a later meeting. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.27pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 
 


