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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21
ST

 APRIL 2016 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: M H Thomas (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

J Martin 

Mrs G A Geer 

A R Harrison   

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

P E Williams 

J P Radford-Gaby    

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

 

     

513. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Canon David Miller.   

 

514. Presentation of Young Citizen Award 

 

  The Mayor announced that Miss Tegenn Holloway was the recipient of the 2016 

Young Citizen of the Year Award.  Miss Holloway was presented with the shield by Miss 

Leanna Williams who was awarded the accolade in 2015. 

 

515. Apologies 
 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Mrs Roberts. 

  

516. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and Community Link Officer  

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

  

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock confirmed that all Flora Day greenery taken down 

by 8.30am the following day would be removed by Cornwall Council’s contractor and any 

left up would remain the responsibility of the individual.  She then requested that excess 

greenery not be placed in the town waste bins. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had agreed a location for a 

dropped kerb and white lining in Charles Bassett Close.  She also advised that the canon was 

due to be put back in place by Flora Day. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had nothing to report then invited 

questions. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Wallis complimented the Mayor on his Term of Office.  He then 

informed Members that there would be a new school crossing patrol located on Meneage 

Road – the start date was not yet know. 
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517. HMS Seahawk Freedom Parade 

 

 Commander Fitter informed Members that there were manpower issues during 2016, 

however, the Captain did not want to cancel the Freedom Parade.  Instead, it was hoped the 

event could be moved to September.  In response to a question, Commander Fitter confirmed 

that there was no intention to move from an annual parade, but it was a big commitment and 

one that Culdrose would wish to honour. 

 

 Members were in agreement with the change of date to September. The Mayor 

thanked Commander Fitter for attending. 

 

518. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the Helston in Bloom Committee addressed the Council to raise 

concerns about the fly-tipping at the Sithney Common Hill lay-by requesting that the question 

of land ownership be re-visited.  She further advised that volunteers were willing to assist 

clearing the site once permission had been obtained as the lay-by area would be a specific site 

visited by the Britain in Bloom judges. 

 

 A discussion ensued regarding the condition of the hedge and the potential to erect a 

fence to prevent further tipping. Cornwall Councillor Martin – Divisional Member, agreed to 

continue pursuing the question of land ownership but was of the opinion that a fence would 

not prevent further tipping and that educating the public about recycling centres would be a 

better course of action.  The Mayor suggested that the two Councils could work together to 

resolve this issue. 

 

 Another member of the public thanked the Mayor for his service to the town over the 

past two years. 

 

519. Minutes  
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 17
th

 March 2016 be 

approved and signed as a true record. 

 

520. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 17
th

 March 2016 

and 7
th

 April 2016, be received. 

 

521. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor R Williams, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 23
rd

 March 

2016, be received and the recommendations accepted. 
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522. Announcements  

 

 The Mayor advised that he had attended the following events:- 

 

 Decommissioning of 771 Squadron at RNAS Culdrose 

 Helston Bowling Club opening day 

 ‘Our House’ at the Epworth Hall 

 The Town Assembly 

 Memory cafe 

 

523. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

  

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer (TCRO) updated Members on his report 

(circulated prior to the meeting) and responded to questions.   

 

 The Mayor thanked the TCRO for his report. 

 

524. Twinning Visit  

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer (Mayor-elect) advised that there was little further to report.  She 

then informed Members that the Mayor of Plougasnou was unwell and so a representative 

may visit in July. 

 

525. The Queen’s 90
th

 Birthday 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer advised that the event would be held at the boating lake with the 

Old Cattle Market on standby if wet.  To date she knew of six 90-year olds.  Councillor Mrs 

Geer added that she was seeking non-commercial stalls and had booked the Town Band.  The 

Town Clerk confirmed that the commemorative medals had arrived. 

 

526. The Furry Café 

 

 The Mayor advised that he had nothing further to add to his report previously 

circulated. 

 

527. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (i) ‘Pop Up Sites’ Tender - Helston 
 

 This item was noted. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer declared an interest in the following item and took no part 

in the debate or voting thereon. 
 

(ii) Release of Budgets 

 

 On the proposion of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Harrison, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the 2016/17 budgets of £10,000 and £2,000 be released to the Christmas 

Lights Committee and Helston WW1 Heritage Project respectively. 

 

 (iii) Marketing & Events Coordinator 

 

 Councillor Grattan-Kane agreed to sit on the Interview Panel. 
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 (iv) Helston in Bloom 

 

 Councillors R Williams and R J L Boase volunteered to represent the Council on the 

Helston in Bloom Group. 

 

528. Authorisation of the payment of Accounts 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 1-67 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £43,828.05. 

 

529. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

530. Exclusion of the Press and Public      

 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

531. Grylls Monument and Bowling Green Public Realm - Tenders 

 

a) Detailed Design Tenders  
 

 Members received a presentation from Meiloci and 3HW Architecture & Design on 

the public realm project tender returns.  Meiloci and 3HW answered Members’ questions then 

left the meeting. 

 

 Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the 

Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Centre Regeneration Officer enter into negotiations with the 

two leading contractors prior to Full Council awarding the contract at its May meeting. 

 

b)  Lighting and CCTV 

 

The TCRO advised that revised quotations had not been received.  It was agreed that 

the item be deferred. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.42pm  

 

        Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

     

        Town Mayor 


