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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 20
TH

 DECEMBER 2012 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J P Radford-Gaby (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams 

Mrs S M E Swift 

R J L Boase 

N J C Devenish  

K Reynolds 

D C Swift 

M H Thomas 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

  Mr J Birkett (Town Centre Manager) 

     

396. Apologies 
 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Mrs Boase.   

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Apology be received and accepted. 

 

397. Declarations of Interest  

 

 The Mayor declared an interest in Account No. 404 on the Schedule of Accounts 

(Agenda item 16). 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase informed Members that he had an interest in Min. Nos. 326, 328 

and 388/ 2012 of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee and advised that he would leave 

the meeting whilst they were received.  Councillor R J L Boase also declared an interest in 

Agenda item 14 as a member of the Helston Business Improvement Partnership (Helston BIP) 

and in Account Nos 402, 403, 404 and 406 on the Schedule of Accounts (Agenda item 16). 

 

 The Mayor and Councillor Mrs Swift declared an interest in Agenda item 14 as Directors 

of the Helston BIP but advised that they had taken legal advice and, as they did not have a 

business within the town, they did not have a pecuniary interest.   

 

 Councillor Williams declared an interest in Account No. 374 on the Schedule of 

Accounts (Agenda item 16). 

 

398. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Councillor Robertson advised that there had been some changes since the last time he 

had attended a Town Council meeting confirming that he was no longer Leader of Cornwall 

Council and thanked those involved for their messages of support.  He advised that he had been 

elected onto the Board of the Helston BIP the previous month and stated that he was very 

impressed by the professionalism and spirit of cooperation confirming that he was glad to be 

involved.  He further advised that all the Community Chest Grants had been allocated and also 

confirmed that he had attended the fundraiser in aid of White Wash Wall repairs together with 

Councillor Mrs Haycock advising that he was pleased to support people who supported 

themselves. 
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 Councillor Thomas thanked Councillor Robertson for his support with the initiatives in 

Carey Parc.  Councillor Reynolds thanked Councillor Robertson for his involvement with the 

Helston BIP. 

 

399. Police Matters 

  

 The Mayor extended a welcome to WPC Butcher who apologised for her late arrival then 

presented a detailed report which included recent crime figures.  The Mayor wished WPC 

Butcher and her colleagues a Merry Christmas. 

 

400. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors (Cont.) 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock apologised to Councillor Thomas for not attending the recent 

Play & Young People Committee meeting advising that she thought the invitation had been 

extended to the other Cornwall Council Division Members as she had attended the previous 

meeting.  Councillor Mrs Haycock then advised that she had only just heard that Councillor 

Robertson had been appointed as the Cornwall Council representative on the Helston BIP.  She 

confirmed that as the Cornwall Council Division Member for the town centre she was willing to 

work with the Helston BIP. 

 

 Councillor Thomas asked Councillor Mrs Haycock if she was in a position to update the 

Play & Young People Committee on the status of Section 106 funding for play areas.  

Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she would speak to Cornwall Council’s Legal Department 

and update Committee members in January. 

 

 Councillor Devenish referred to the Planning Committee’s concerns regarding damage to 

the white wash wall on Penhellaz Hill and advised that, despite raising the issue over several 

months, a temporary repair had only just been carried out.  He advised that the Planning 

Committee had been told that Cornwall Council was determining which department was 

responsible for the wall and this had delayed the repairs being carried out.  Councillor Devenish 

asked Councillor Mrs Haycock if Cornwall Council could carry out the repair and then 

determine which department was responsible.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that there were 

on-going issues with the white wash wall confirming that she had forwarded on several e-mails 

and advised that she would contact the relevant officer again.   

 

 b) Community Network Manager 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that apologies had been received from Mrs Chadwick. 

 

401. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public referred to recent rainfall and flooding issues to express the 

opinion that the Environment Agency had only installed an extra pump after the problems were 

experienced and had no contingency plans in place.  He advised that half of the water run-off 

from RNAS Culdrose went into Loe Pool and expressed the opinion that the Council should 

write to the Environment Agency to confirm what they were going to do to update the 

infrastructure.  Councillor Reynolds suggested that the Cornwall Council Division Member be 

contacted.    

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow Councillor Mrs Haycock to 

respond to the member of public. 
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 Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had been involved in recent concerns regarding 

Loe Pool due to the potential of the River Cober backing up and flooding St Johns.  She advised 

that Loe Pool was at its lowest level to allow for high rainfall and an additional pump had been 

installed to maintain the water levels. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Williams, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Swift referred to a recent presentation that the Environment Agency had 

given to Members and advised that whilst they might not seem to be doing a lot they had many 

systems in place.  Councillor Williams confirmed that the National Trust had carried out work 

de-silting under bridges, monitoring the river bed and changing farming procedures.  He then 

expressed the opinion that if this had not been done the situation would have been much worse.  

The Mayor advised that the fact Helston had largely escaped from flooding at that point was a 

testimony to the work of all the Agencies involved. 

  

 Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest and left the meeting at 7.41pm. 

 

 A resident of Cross Street spoke on recent traffic issues experienced by the residents of 

that area and asked if Members were aware of a petition that had been presented to Councillor 

Mrs Haycock.  He advised that there were concerns with heavy traffic in Cross Street and further 

up the road near the school.  He asked if the subject could be raised for discussion with the 

Council to resolve the issue.   

 

 Councillor Reynolds confirmed that he had obtained a copy of the petition and had 

requested an item on the Agenda for the Full Council meeting in January. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 7.46pm. 
 

 A member of the public wished everyone present a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.  He thanked the Mayor and Mayoress for attending the Age Concern Luncheon and then 

advised that flooding had been occurring in the town for many years. 

 

402. Planning Applications referred from the Planning Committee 
  

 i) Review of the speed limit for the A394 (Helston Relief Road) 

 

 Members considered a review of the speed limit for the A394 which proposed to 

introduce a 50mph speed limit on a section of the Helston Relief Road.  Following a detailed 

debate it was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, that the 

Town Council did not wish for the speed limit to be increased and requested that the 40mph 

speed limit on the Helston Relief Road be maintained in the interests of highway safety for both 

vehicles and pedestrians crossing the road.  The vote was tied and on the second vote of the 

Mayor, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported the proposal to increase the speed limit to 

50mph on the section of the Helston Relief Road (A394) as indicated in document ref. 

EDG0124/SN_006. 

 

 Councillors Mrs Swift, R J L Boase, Devenish, D C Swift and Martin requested that 

their vote against the resolution be recorded. 
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403. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 15
th

 November 2012 

be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Miss Hornsby requested that her abstention be recorded as she had not 

been present. 

 

404. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 4
th

 December 2012, be received and the recommendation approved. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in the following items and left the 

meeting at 8.06pm. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 13
th

 November 2012, be received and the recommendation in respect of the Draft Budget 

2013/14 be deferred to the 17
th

 January 2013 Full Council meeting. 

 

 Councillors Miss Hornsby and Martin requested that their abstentions be recorded 

as they had not been present. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 11
th

 December 2012, be received and the recommendation approved. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 8.09pm. 

 

405. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Devenish, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 15
th

 November 

and 6
th

 December 2012, be received. 

 

406. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meetings held on the 22
nd

 

November 2012, be received. 

 

 Councillor Miss Hornsby requested that her abstention be recorded as she had not 

been present. 
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407. Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Devenish, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee meeting held on the 3
rd

 

December 2012, be received. 

 

 Councillor Miss Hornsby requested that her abstention be recorded as she had not 

been present. 

 

408. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor thanked everyone who had contributed to the Mayor’s Ball and advised that 

he had raised £1,500 for his charities. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that the Town Centre Manager’s Assistant had given her notice 

and had completed her final day of work that day.  The Town Clerk then gave his and the Town 

Centre Manager’s thanks for her assistance during her time with the Council.  The Mayor and 

Councillor Mrs Swift also expressed their best wishes. 

  

409. Report of the Town Centre Manager 

 

 The Town Centre Manager wished Members a Merry Christmas and thanked those 

Councillors, who had been able, for attending the informal meeting.  He advised that the 

Christmas evening events went well and all were very busy.  He then advised that he had been 

saddened to lose Tanya as his Assistant.  He confirmed that he had been in contact with a 

representative of the Homes & Communities Agency regarding Helston Business Park and 

would be meeting with him early in the New Year.  The Town Centre Manager then thanked all 

the businesses he had worked with advising that a lot of work had been involved in the project 

proposals and he hoped Members had all the information they required.   

 

 Councillor R J L Boase declared an interest in the following items and left the 

meeting at 8.19pm. 

 

 Councillor Reynolds queried if the Helston BIP’s Financial Governance Policy had been 

amended.  The Town Centre Manager confirmed that they had and copies had been passed to the 

Mayor and Town Clerk.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the amended copy of the Financial 

Governance Policy had been circulated to Members by e-mail. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council accepted the Financial Governance Policy for the Helston 

Business Improvement Partnership as presented by the Town Centre Manager. 

 

 Members then considered a number of Helston BIP project proposals. Each project was 

individually considered in detail and the Town Centre Manager responded to Members’ 

questions.   

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that £35,000 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Marketing project. 
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 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that £4,400 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Markets project. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, and 

 

RESOLVED – that £3,500 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Business Support and Communication projects. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that £5,000 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Flower Power II project. 

 

 It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow a member of the Town 

Aesthetics group to respond to Members’ questions. 

 

 A member of the Town Aesthetics group responded to Members queries regarding the 

Town Aesthetics projects. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that £6,250 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Signage projects. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that £5,000 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Town Tidy project. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, and 

 

RESOLVED – that £3,000 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Landlord Register and Empty Shops project. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that £7,500 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Roundabout Refurbishment project. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, that the 

decision on funding for the shop refurbishment project be deferred to allow the Helston Business 

Improvement Partnership to research the feasibility of ‘Soft Loans’.  An amendment was 

proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Martin, that £5,000 be paid to the 

Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect of the Shop refurbishment and revamp 

project.  The Amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was 

 

RESOLVED – that £5,000 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Shop refurbishment and revamp project. 
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 On the proposition of Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that £6,500 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Shop front improvement grant project. 

 

 It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, and  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor D C Swift, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that £2,500 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Parking projects. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor D C Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that £1,000 be paid to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership in respect 

of the Healthy Helston Defibrillator and Training project. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 9.33pm. 

 

410. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Casual Vacancy – North Ward 
 

       It was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Thomas, that the 

Town Council advertised to fill the vacancy by co-option. 

 

       An amendment was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Swift, that the Town Council advertise once to fill the vacancy by co-option and if no 

applications were received the matter be brought back to Full Council.  The Amendment was 

carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council advertise once to fill the vacancy by co-option and if no 

applications were received the matter be brought back to Full Council. 

 

(2) 2013/14 Budget 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

 (3) Code of Conduct 
 

       Councillor Mrs Swift queried if all Members had attended the Code of Conduct 

Training as CALC was interested in the training requirements.  The Town Clerk confirmed that 

Councillor Devenish had not been able to attend the training.  This item was then noted. 

 

 (4) SLCC Practitioners’ Conference 
 

       On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to attend the SLCC Practitioners’ Conference 

at a cost of £300 plus travel expenses. 
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411. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 Councillor Boase declared an interest and left the meeting at 9.43pm. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 361-406 as listed (with the exception of Account No. 405) and 

set out as an Appendix to these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £42,998.90. 

 

 The Mayor declared an interest and left the meeting at 9.50pm. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account No. 405 be certified for payment in the total sum of £500.00. 

 

 The Mayor and Councillor R J L Boase returned to the meeting at 9.52pm. 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Williams and Councillor 

Devenish. 

 

412. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 Councillor Devenish advised that at the previous meeting the Mayor had stated that he 

would provide a written report as one of the Town Council’s Representatives on the Helston BIP 

and asked why a report had not been provided.  The Mayor advised that he was of the opinion 

that the presentations from members of Helston BIP at the informal meeting had given more 

information than either he himself or Councillor Mrs Swift would have been able to include in a 

written report.  Councillor Mrs Swift advised that she had started writing a report but had just 

been re-iterating the information given at the informal meeting.   

 

413. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office a minimum of ten 

days prior to the next meeting to place items on the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

414.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

415. Report of the Town Centre Manager 

 

 Members considered the confidential report of the Town Centre Manager regarding 

staffing.  A detail debate ensued during which the Town Centre Manager responded to 

Members’ questions. 
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 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.28 be suspended to complete the consideration of the 

current item only with the remaining Agenda item being deferred to the Full Council meeting on 

17
th

 January 2013. 

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by 

Councillor D C Swift, and 

 

RESOLVED – that two Apprentices be recruited by Helston Town Council to assist with 

Marketing & Communication and Markets & Events at a total cost of £10,000 plus £1,000 for 

recruitment and training. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.18pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


