
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON

ON THURSDAY 20  TH   JANUARY 2011 AT 7.15 PM  

Councillors: R J L Boase (Town Mayor) in the Chair

R Williams 
Mrs S M E Swift
N J C Devenish 

K Reynolds
Mrs V J Matthew
D C Swift

Mrs F N E Boase
M H Thomas
J P Radford-Gaby

Officers: Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk)
Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk)

412. Prayers
The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by the Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon David Miller.

413. Apologies
Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillor Pryor who was recovering 

from an operation and Councillor Mrs Radford-Gaby who was attending a family funeral.  

On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was

RESOLVED – that the Apologies be received and accepted and Members best wishes be sent to 
Councillor Pryor.

414. Police Matters
The Town Clerk read a report on behalf of WPC Butcher which included crime figures 

for the previous month.

415. Public Participation
Mr  I  Perry  wished  Members  a  Happy  New  Year  and  then  expressed  his  concern 

regarding the closure of Helston Police Station.  Mr Perry also expressed concern regarding the 
crossing on the Porthleven Road and suggested that there should be signage to give an earlier 
warning of the 30mph speed limit.  Mr Perry then requested additional disabled car parking for 
the new building on the former Cattle Market site.

Mr M Hardy for the National Trust advised that he would like to update Members on the 
work of the National Trust and the progress of the Loe Pool Management Forum and confirmed 
that he was willing to attend meetings to speak to the appropriate Committees on a regular basis. 
Mr  Hardy  then  advised  that  from  the  14th February  the  National  Trust  were  commencing 
improvements to the footpath surface in Penrose and confirmed that a sign-posted diversionary 
route would be provided.  Councillor Mrs Swift extended an invitation to Mr Hardy to attend the 
Amenities Committee meeting on 27th January 2011.

Cornwall  Councillor  Robertson  queried  the  current  procedure  for  the  Cornwall 
Councillors reports.  The Mayor advised that the submission of written reports was required to 
enable sufficient notice to be given on the Agenda to allow Members to discuss an issue if 
required.   The Mayor further  advised that  Cornwall  Councillors  could then speak to update 
Members on items contained in their report.  Councillor Robertson expressed his concerns with 
the procedure and suggested that an early meeting with Members would be beneficial.   The 
Cornwall Councillors then left the meeting.

Mr Perry expressed his disappointment that  he had not received a response from the 
Cornwall Council Division Member in respect of his earlier comments.
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416. Minutes 
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16th December 2010 
be approved and signed as a true record.  

417. Minutes of the Harvest Fair Committee
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was

RESOLVED  –  that  the  Minutes  of  the  Harvest  Fair  Committee  meeting  held  on  the  8th 

December 2010, be received.

418. Minutes of the Planning Committee
On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 16th December 
2010 and 2nd January 2011, be received.

419. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee
On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 
the 11th January 2011, be received.

420. Announcements
The Mayor advised Members that item 21 on the agenda had been withdrawn.

Councillor Mrs Swift queried if the Mayor intended to make an announcement regarding 
the reduced charge being offered by First to concessionary bus pass holders travelling during 
peak hours.  The Mayor thanked Councillor Mrs Swift for mentioning the issue.
 
421. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager

The Town Clerk confirmed that a written report had been received from the Community 
Network Manager and advised that Mrs Chadwick had given her apologies as she was attending 
the Cornwall Council Chairman’s Charity Evening.

Councillor Devenish queried if a Helston Town Council representative was invited to 
attend the Regional Growth Fund meeting detailed in Mrs Chadwick’s report.  Councillor Mrs 
Swift  agreed  that  it  was  important  for  Helston Town Council  to  have  representation  at  the 
meeting.  The Town Clerk replied that an invitation had not been received and he would request 
permission to attend.

Councillor Reynolds queried the role of Cornwall Councillor Wallis regarding parking. 
The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Wallis was the Chair of the Parking Policy Advisory 
Panel and Councillor Hicks was the Portfolio Holder for Transportation and Highways, which 
included parking.
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422. Questions from Members pursuant to Standing Order 8.1
The  Town  Clerk  confirmed  that  four  questions  had  been  received  from  Councillor 

Devenish:-  

(i) “Could the Town Clerk update the Council regarding the Active Partnering bid 
we are putting together?  I noticed at a recent meeting your report quoted some of 
the sort of figures we had requested from Cornwall Council via the Community 
Network Manager  and was wondering if  you had received  a  reply and if  the 
drafting had commenced”.

The Town Clerk advised that he had not yet received the figures requested and 
read  an  e-mail  from  Mr  M  Barton  –  Area  Community  Network  Manager,  
advising  that  it  was  taking  longer  to  identify  the  costs  than  previously  
anticipated.   The Town Clerk further advised that  Mr Barton had confirmed  
Cornwall Council also wished to move the Active Partnering forward and would 
contact the Council as soon as the required information was available.

(ii) “Has the Town Council had any replies regarding the request to be involved in 
any new arrangement or organisation replacing the Rural Development Agency 
as discussed at the meeting held on 17th June 2010, Minute No. 79/ 2010?  

The  Town  Clerk  confirmed  he  had  been  asked  to  write  to  the  Cornwall  
Development Company and read their response advising that the demise of the 
Regional  Development  Agency  (RDA)  was  likely  to  take  some  time  and  
confirming that the Business Park remained an RDA asset.  The Town Clerk  
advised  that  no  further  contact  had  been  made  since  the  meeting  with  
representatives of the South West Regional Development Agency in September.  
He  then  informed  Members  that,  at  the  Community  Network  Meeting  the  
previous  evening,  Dr  S  Rothwell  -  Head  of  Economic  Development,  had  
informed the meeting that RDA assets were being discussed at a national level.

(iii) “Following on from the discussions at the recent Policy, Finance and Resources 
meeting,  has the Mayor made a decision regarding whether or not he would  
utilise the Mayors Blog?”  

The Town Clerk advised that the Mayor had agreed to utilise the Mayors Blog 
and confirmed that a Blog had been uploaded onto the website that day.

(iv) “Is the Mayor planning a Special meeting regarding the Town Plan? We were  
waiting for the Network Panel Meeting on transport (held the previous evening) 
so we can press forward with this important issue”. 

The Town Clerk advised that the Local Economy & Transport Working Party had 
been waiting for the response from the Network Panel Meeting to draft its 
questions for the Town Plan Questionnaire.  The Clerk confirmed that once the 
questions  had  been  received  to  complete  the  draft  Questionnaire,  he  would  
approach the Mayor regarding a meeting.
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423. Publication of Expenditure
Councillor J P Radford-Gaby expressed the opinion that, in the interest of transparency, 

it was appropriate for Helston Town Council to publish details of all expenditure on the Town 
Council  website.   Councillor  J  P  Radford-Gaby stated  the  need  for  transparency had  to  be 
balanced with an individual’s privacy clarifying that he did not propose for individual salaries to 
be disclosed but a total figure for salaries be included.  The Town Clerk advised that guidance 
on what information should be included and the format it should take was not yet available but 
was  expected  to  be  published  in  the  following few weeks.   After  a  detailed  debate  it  was 
proposed by Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Reynolds that Helston Town 
Council publish on the website all expenditure (including that under £500) of public funds.

An amendment was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Thomas, 
that the item be deferred for two months to allow proper investigation by the Town Clerk.  The 
amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was 

RESOLVED – that the item be deferred for two months to allow proper investigation by the 
Town Clerk.

424. Mayoral Chain of Office

The  Mayor  advised  that  he  had  been  invited  to  be  the  Principal  Guest  at  the  125th 

Anniversary Dinner of the London Cornish Association and requested permission to wear the 
Mayor’s Chain of Office at the event in London.    A debate ensued including discussion on the 
principle  of  taking  the  Chain  out  of  Cornwall  and  security.   Following  the  debate  it  was 
proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, that the Mayor be authorised to wear 
the  Mayoral  Chain  of  Office  on  the  occasion  of  the  London  Cornish  Association  125th 

Anniversary Dinner.  

An  amendment  was  proposed  by  Councillor  Mrs  Matthew,  seconded  by  Councillor 
Reynolds,  that  this  item  be  deferred  to  the  following  meeting  and  the  Town  Clerk  seek 
quotations for the cost of transporting the Mayoral Chain of Office via secure courier.  The 
amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was

RESOLVED – that this item be deferred to the following meeting and the Town Clerk seek 
quotations for the cost of transporting the Mayoral Chain of Office via secure courier.

425. Report of the Town Clerk

(1) Helston in Bloom
      The Town Clerk reminded Members that at their previous meeting it was agreed not 

to budget for a Helston in Bloom competition in 2011. In response to a question, the Town Clerk 
advised that there were six perpetual trophies that were normally each engraved with the year 
and  winner’s  name.   Following  the  discussion  and  on  the  proposition  of  Councillor  J  P 
Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was

RESOLVED – that the Helston in Bloom competition be retained for at least another year at no 
cost to the Council.

(2) Pavements – Meneage Street and Coinagehall Street  
      This item was noted.
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(3) Conferences

      i) SLCC Practitioners’ Conference
It was proposed by Councillor D C Swift, seconded by Councillor Devenish, and 

unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be authorised to attend the SLCC Practitioners’ Conference 
on Friday 25th and Saturday 26th February 2011.

      ii) SLCC Regional Conference
On  the  proposition  of  Councillor  D  C  Swift,  seconded  by  Councillor  Mrs 

Matthew, it was

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk and any interested Members be authorised to attend the 
SLCC Regional Conference on 9th February 2011.

Councillor Mrs Swift indicated that she wished to attend.

      iii) CALC 7  th   Annual Conference and AGM  
It was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, and 

unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk and any interested Members be authorised to attend the 
CALC 7th Annual Conference and AGM on 19th February 2011.

Councillors  Mrs  Swift,  Mrs  Matthew,  D  C  Swift,  Pryor,  Thomas, 
J P Radford-Gaby and Mrs Radford-Gaby indicated that they wished to attend.

The Town Clerk requested that if any additional Members wished to attend the 
above events that they let him know by Monday 24th January 2011.

(4) South West Wardens Regional Network Meeting
      On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it 

was 

RESOLVED – that the Town Warden be authorised to attend the South West Wardens Regional 
Network Meeting in Weston Super Mare on 25th March 2011.

(5) Councillor Training
      Councillor  Mrs Boase indicated  that  she wished to attend  ‘The Council  as  an 

Employer’ training event on Thursday 10th February 2011.

      Councillors Devenish and Mrs Boase indicated they wished to attend the ‘Finance, 
Accounts & Preparing for Audit’ training event on Monday 28th February 2011.

      The  Mayor  and  Councillors  Mrs  Matthew,  Thomas,  J  P  Radford-Gaby  and 
Mrs Radford-Gaby indicated that they wished to attend the ‘Good Councillor Skills Day’ on 
Saturday 19th March 2011.

       The Town Clerk requested that if any other Members wished to attend the above 
training that they inform him by Monday 24th January 2011.

(6) Coinagehall Street – Pedestrian Crossing
      This item was noted.
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426. Schedule of Accounts for Payment
On the proposition of Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, 

it was

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 342-373 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 
these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £17,964.10.

(The Mayor and Councillor Williams declared an interest in Account Nos. 371 and 372 
respectively.)

It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Mrs Swift and Councillor 
Reynolds the following day.

427. Attendance at Meetings 
No written reports had been received.  For information, Councillor Devenish gave a brief 

verbal report on the Helston & Lizard Community Network meeting held the previous evening.

428. Items for the next Agenda
The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda.

429. Exclusion of the Press and Public
On the proposition of Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it 

was

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

430. Helston & District Community Association
Members considered correspondence from the Town Council’s Solicitor, the Helston & 

District Community Association and its solicitor (circulated prior to the meeting).  

Following a  detailed  debate  it  was  proposed  by the  Mayor,  seconded by Councillor 
Thomas, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Town Council would be prepared to settle the matter on condition that:

a) the Helston & District Community Association gave clean and vacant possession of 
the  Community  Centre,  free  of  surplus  goods  and rubbish,  by the  28th February 
2011;

b) by the 14th March 2011 the parties jointly apply to the Court for an Order by consent 
that the Helston & District Community Association’s claim be withdrawn; and

c) prior to vacant possession, representatives of Helston Town Council and the Helston 
& District Community Association meet on site to discuss an orderly hand over.

Meeting closed at 9.35pm 
Confirmed

Town Mayor
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