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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21
ST

 FEBRUARY 2013 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J P Radford-Gaby (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

Mrs S M E Swift 

R J L Boase 

N J C Devenish  

K Reynolds 

D C Swift 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

M Upton 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

  Mr J Birkett (Town Centre Manager) 

 

 

 The Mayor welcomed Councillor Upton to his first meeting. 

     

498. Declarations of Interest  

 

 Councillor Williams declared an interest in Account No. 456 on the Schedule of 

Accounts for Payment (Agenda item 16). 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase declared an interest in items 1 iii), 3 and 5 of the 

Town Clerk’s Report (Agenda item 15) and Agenda item 20.  Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs 

Boase also declared an interest in Account No. 482 on the Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

(Agenda item 16). 

 

 Councillor Martin declared an interest in Account No. 482 on the Schedule of Accounts 

for Payment (Agenda item 16). 

 

 Councillor Upton requested clarification regarding Agenda item 20 after the conclusion 

of Agenda item 19. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Agenda item 6 - the presentation of Town Plaques, be brought forward as 

both recipients were present. 

 

499. Presentation of Town Plaques 
 

 The Mayor presented Mrs M Fitter with a Town Plaque in recognition of her work 

fundraising in Helston for Cancer Charities.  The Mayor then presented Mr R Williams with a 

Town Plaque in recognition of his involvement with Helston Christmas Lights and the twenty 

years served as Chairman of the Committee. 

 

500. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 The Mayor advised that apologies had been received from Councillor Robertson who 

was unwell. 
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 Councillor Mrs Haycock responded to Councillor Devenish’s enquiry regarding the ‘no 

satellite navigation devices’ signage to advise that the sign was not an approved sign and was  

unlikely to be used elsewhere.  Councillor Mrs Haycock then referred to Minute No. 486/2012 

from the Minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee meeting on 12
th

 February 

2013 to advise that she had not said she would support the immediate transfer of the Section 106 

Public Realm funding but that she would support the transfer subject to an agreement on 

monitoring.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had met with the representatives who 

organised the greenery collection after Flora Day to avoid the issues experienced previously and 

confirmed that there would be twelve large capacity wheelie bins located in the town for the 

event.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that there was a problem with the refuse and recycling 

collection which, for the first time, fell on the same day as Flora Day, confirming that the 

contractor hoped to collect prior to the road closure and notices would be circulated to inform 

the public. 

 

 Councillor Reynolds spoke as the Chair of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee 

to advise that he had specifically asked Councillor Mrs Haycock if she supported the immediate 

transfer of the Section 106 Public Realm funding to Helston Town Council with the provision of 

regular reports, and she had agreed.  Councillor Reynolds asked the other Committee Members 

if their recollection was the same and they agreed it was.  Councillor Mrs Haycock re-iterated 

that she had not said she supported the immediate transfer. 

 

 Councillor Devenish advised that he appreciated the sign regarding satellite navigation 

devices was not an approved sign but asked if they could have one in St. Ives why could Helston 

not have one as it would serve the same purpose.  Councillor Mrs Haycock read an e-mail from 

the Highways Network Manager for the West Area which stated the signage in St Ives advised 

traffic to follow parking signs which would not be appropriate in Helston and confirmed that any 

signage would have to indicate which traffic was affected and give alternative directions.  

 

 Councillor Devenish asked if Councillor Mrs Haycock had had the opportunity to look at 

the repairs on the Penhellaz Hill white wash wall advising that the hole seemed to have been 

neatly filled with concrete but the damaged sections further down the wall appeared untouched.  

Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that as far as Cornwall Council were concerned the repairs 

were satisfactory. 

 

 Councillor Wallis advised that he had received a draft report on the survey regarding the 

Boating Lake and would forward a copy of the final version to the Town Council when it was 

available.  He advised that the survey had indicated there were probably two cracks in the 

bottom of the lake and in some places the silt was 1.4m deep.  Councillor Wallis then advised 

that the proposals to reduce the speed limit on the Porthleven Road had been approved and it 

should be in place by the end of March.  Councillor Upton requested that the permitted 

temporary yellow signage be installed when the speed limit changed to avoid confusion. 

 

 Councillor Wallis advised that planning for the Coronation Park Centenary Plus One 

event was commencing and invited one representative from Helston Town Council to join the 

Organising Committee. 

 

 Councillor Devenish advised that a local radio station had reported the temporary traffic 

lights on the A394 were to be in place until July and queried the issue asking if this was correct.  

Councillor Wallis advised that a very old bridge underneath the road had collapsed and required 

extensive work which had been scheduled in. 
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 b) Community Network Manager 

 

 Mrs Chadwick updated Members on her report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

regarding the Citizenship for Life Programme to advise that the launch day would take place on 

25
th

 April 2013 at RNAS Culdrose and that £46,000 of external funding had been obtained to 

run the programme for the next two years.  Mrs Chadwick advised that the Community 

Resilience Plan and methods to reinvigorate the Community Network Panel had been discussed 

at the last Community Network Meeting.  Mrs Chadwick advised that a date for the next 

meeting had been set but this would need to be rescheduled, confirming she would liaise with 

the Town Clerk regarding a suitable date. 

 

 Councillor Upton queried if the venues listed under the Cornwall Council Emergency 

Plan, including the Guildhall and Epworth Hall, would be included in the Community Resilience 

Plan.  Mrs Chadwick advised that the Community Resilience Plan would include as many 

venues as possible in the Town.  Councillor Mrs Swift advised that the Environment Agency 

was working with her and Councillor Martin to develop a Flood Plan which would go to all 

relevant Agencies for comment. 

 

501. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public spoke on behalf of the Pollen Count grant application to advise 

that a live art and storytelling event was being held on the 30
th

 March 2013 and the grant would 

be used to produce photographic prints for the subsequent exhibition to ensure a significant 

show of work. 

 

 A member of the public informed Members that he had left the last meeting early as he 

felt Members were mistaken when they had voted to move a third of the funds from the sale of 3 

Penrose Road away from the proposed new community building.  He expressed the opinion the 

Members only thought of the old town stating there were no facilities at the top of town and he 

could not understand why Members did not do something about it.  The Mayor advised that the 

funding could still be used for a community building as the decision was for use on Community 

Projects.  Councillor Mrs Swift advised that she and others had argued the need for a new 

community building and made the point that there was nothing at the top of the town, with no 

centre for the elderly and no youth centre. 

 

 A member of the public requested an update on the Carey Park Play Area.  Councillor 

Thomas responded as Chair of the Play and Young People Committee to advise that the 

Committee had agreed a design and funding applications had been submitted.  He further 

advised that Members were now waiting to hear the outcome of the funding applications. 

 

 A representative of Sithney Cornish Wrestling spoke in support of its grant application to 

advise that they had had a good year with five County champions, which was more than any 

other club, and was thanks to the Council’s donation in 2009 which had funded the progress.  He 

advised that the organisation catered for children all over the west with most coming from 

Helston and Porthleven. 

 

 A member of the public advised that the Culdrose Community Centre served the east of 

Helston.  She further advised that the Community Centre Co-ordinator was coming to the end of 

her term and she would ensure a copy of a report she was drafting was forwarded to the Town 

Council. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock spoke as a member of the public on behalf of the South Kerrier 

Heritage Trust to advise that a large number of people had attended its recent event.  She 

advised that Minutes from the previous meeting, when she had mentioned the event, had not 

stated that it was in relation to the Museum. 
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502. Minutes  
 

 Councillor Mrs Boase referred to Councillor Mrs Haycock’s comments as a member of 

the public at the previous meeting (Min. No. 444/ 2012), to advise that the organisation’s name 

was ‘South Kerrier Heritage Trust’ not ‘Heritage Trust’ and the meeting was held at the museum 

in the afternoon not the evening.  On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by 

Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 17
th

 January 2013 and 

the Special Full Council meeting held on the 21
st
 January 2013 be approved subject to the above 

amendments and signed as a true record.   

 

503. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 17
th

 January 

and 7
th

 February 2013, be received. 

 

504. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 24
th

 January 

2013, be received. 

 

505. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 12
th

 February 2013, be received. 

 

506. Report of the Town Centre Manager 

 

 The Town Centre Manager advised that there was a significant amount of activity taking 

place with the projects moving forward rapidly.  He advised that he hoped that a significant 

amount of activity would be visible by the beginning of March.  The Town Centre Manager 

advised that the Independent Business Guide was being printed and would be available by the 

following meeting.  He then thanked Councillor Martin for his assistance with the photographs 

for the guide. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Swift referred to the great work being carried out by the Healthy Helston 

Project Group.  The Town Centre Manager advised that the scale of the Heartstart project in 

such a short time was unprecedented.  He advised that the Healthy Helston Group aimed to train 

as many people in CPR as possible with the first training session having thirty two attendees 

from which six became trainers.  He advised the Group hoped to get one thousand people trained 

in the first year and have the safest and healthiest town.  The Town Centre Manager advised that 

it was hoped the initiative would be picked up by the national Press and the credit for the project 

went to the Chair of the Healthy Helston Project Group.   
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 Councillor Thomas queried if the defibrillators would be available at night.  The Town 

Centre Manager advised that consideration was being given to a number of locations, one of 

which being The Angel Hotel, due to its long opening hours.  He further advised that he could 

take no credit for the project as it was something the business people had decided to do for the 

community.  

 

507. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Grants 
 

 i) Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust 

 

  It was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £100.00 in respect 

of flying costs for the Cornwall Air Ambulance. 

 

           ii) Cornwall Blind Association 

 

  It was proposed by Councillor D C Swift, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £200.00 in respect 

of the volunteer transport service. 

 

  An amendment was proposed by Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Boase, that a grant of £100.00 be awarded to the Cornwall Blind Association.  The 

amendment failed. 

 

 iii) Cornwall International Male Choral Festival 
 

  It was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, and 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 145 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £150.00 in respect 

of the Regional Concert in Helston. 

 

  An amendment was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by the Mayor, 

that a grant of £50.00 be awarded to the Cornwall International Male Choral Festival.  The 

amendment failed. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase declared an interest in the following item 

and left the meeting at 8.43pm. 
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 iv) Helston & District Town Twinning Association 

 

  It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Upton, that a grant 

of £400.00 be awarded to the Helston & District Town Twinning Association. 

 

  An amendment was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor 

Williams, that a grant of £100.00 be awarded to the Helston & District Town Twinning 

Association.  The amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £100.00 in respect 

of the Helston & District Town Twinning Association. 

 

 The Mayor and Councillors Thomas and Martin requested that their vote against 

the Motion be recorded. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase returned to the meeting at 8.50pm. 

 

 The Mayor declared an interest in the following item and left the meeting at 

8.50pm. 

 

 The Deputy Mayor took the Chair at 8.50pm. 

 

 v) Helston Flora Day Association 

 

  It was proposed by Councillor D C Swift, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £100.00 in respect 

of the Helston Flora Day Association. 

 

 The Mayor returned to the meeting and took the Chair at 8.54pm. 

 

 vi) Sithney Cornish Wrestling Club 

 

  It was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, and 

 

RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 19 of the Local 

Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and being of the opinion that the expenditure 

satisfies the requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of 

£400.00 in respect of the 2013 Helston Cornish Wrestling Tournament and for promotion of the 

sport locally. 

 

 vii) The Pollen Count 
 

  It was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, that a 

grant of £50.00 be awarded to the Pollen Count. 

 

  An amendment was proposed by Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, that a grant of £100.00 be awarded to the Pollen Count.  The amendment was carried 

and became the Substantive Motion and it was 
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RESOLVED – that, in pursuance of the powers conferred by Section 145 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the 

requirements of that Section, the Council approves expenditure in the sum of £100.00 in respect 

of photographic prints for the Pollen Count Exhibition. 

 

(2) Flora Day – St John Ambulance Service 

 

       On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that part funding for the provision of St John Ambulance Cover on Flora Day be 

authorised at a cost of £296.48. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase declared an interest in the following item 

and left the meeting at 9.02pm. 

 

 (3) Cross Street/Penhellaz Hill 
 

       Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by 

Councillor Thomas, that the Town Council write again to Cornwall Council to re-iterate the 

earlier request to hold a public meeting with the residents of Cross Street and the Cornwall 

Council Officers attend. 

 

       An amendment was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor 

Upton, that a letter be sent to Cornwall Council to thank them for the e-mail and to advise that 

the Town Council wished to hold a public meeting between Members, the residents of Cross 

Street and Officers of Cornwall Council and request dates they would be available to attend.  

The amendment was carried. 

 

       A further amendment was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor 

D C Swift, that: 

 

a) a letter be sent to Cornwall Council to thank them for the e-mail and to advise that the 

Town Council wished to hold a public meeting between Members, the residents of Cross 

Street and Officers of Cornwall Council and request dates they would be available to 

attend; and 

b) a letter also be sent to the Cornwall Council Local Division Members to request that they 

use their good offices to put pressure on the Cornwall Council Officers to attend at the 

soonest possible opportunity. 

 

 The amendment was carried and became the Substantive Motion and it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) a letter be sent to Cornwall Council to thank them for the e-mail and to advise that 

the Town Council wished to hold a public meeting between Members, the residents 

of Cross Street and Officers of Cornwall Council and request dates they would be 

available to attend; and 

b) a letter also be sent to the Cornwall Council Local Division Members to request that 

they use their good offices to put pressure on the Cornwall Council Officers to 

attend at the soonest possible opportunity. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase returned to the meeting at 9.20pm. 

 

 

 



 

 8 

 

 

 (4) Community Building 
 

       At the conclusion of a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Devenish, 

seconded by Councillor D C Swift, and  

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Town Council ask the Assets Working Party and the Town Clerk to investigate a 

new purpose-built community building for Helston; and 

b) the Community Projects ring-fenced fund be fully allocated to the new community 

building budget. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase, Thomas and Upton requested that their vote 

against the Motion be recorded. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase declared an interest in the following item 

and left the meeting at 9.53pm. 

 

 (5) Helston Country Market 

 

      It was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Members considered the Helston Country Market to be a commercial 

organisation and the daily commercial rate continue to be charged. 

 

 Councillor Upton requested that his vote against the Motion be recorded. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase returned to the meeting at 9.58pm. 

 

 (6) Personnel and Health & Safety Services 
 

       This item was noted. 

 

508. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 447-481 as listed and set out as an Appendix to these Minutes, 

be certified for payment in the total sum of £18,404.00. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase and Martin declared an interest in the 

following item and left the meeting at 10.04pm. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account No. 482 be certified for payment in the total sum of £24.00. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase and Martin returned to the meeting at 

10.06pm. 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Mrs Swift and Councillor 

Devenish. 



 

 9 

 

 

509. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the written report submitted by the Mayor and the copy of the Minutes from 

the Community Network Meeting submitted by Councillor Devenish be received. 

 

510. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

511.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 Councillor Upton raised a query regarding interests with the Town Clerk. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase and Upton declared an interest in the following 

item and left the meeting at 10.09pm. 

 

512. Confidential Report of the Town Centre Manager 

 

 Members considered a confidential report of the Town Centre Manager regarding market 

stall purchase (circulated prior to the meeting).   

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.28 be suspended to allow the meeting to continue past 

three hours. 

 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by 

Councillor Miss Hornsby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that £14,400 for the purchase of stalls and £3,000 for storage of the stalls be 

transferred to the Helston Business Improvement Partnership subject to a condition that the 

surplus funding be ring-fenced for use on the Markets project. 

 

Meeting closed at 10.23pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


