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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21
ST

 MARCH 2013 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J P Radford-Gaby (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

Mrs S M E Swift 

R J L Boase 

N J C Devenish  

K Reynolds 

D C Swift 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

M Upton 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

     

554. Apologies 
 Apologies for non-attendance were received from the Town Centre Manager who was on 

leave.   

 

555. Declarations of Interest  

 The Mayor declared an interest in Account Nos. 521 and 522 on the Schedule of 

Accounts for Payment (Agenda item 17). 

 

 Councillor Williams declared an interest in Account No. 493 on the Schedule of 

Accounts for Payment (Agenda item 17). 

 

 Councillors Mrs Swift and D C Swift declared an interest in Account No. 523 on the 

Schedule of Accounts for Payment (Agenda item 17). 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase and Mrs Boase declared an interest in Account Nos. 524 and 

525 on the Schedule of Accounts for Payment (Agenda item 17). 

 

 Councillor Martin declared an interest in Account No. 525 on the Schedule of Accounts 

for Payment (Agenda item 17). 

 

556. Police Matters 

  

 The Town Clerk advised that apologies had been received from the Devon and Cornwall 

Constabulary and read a report on their behalf which included recent crime figures and those for 

the corresponding period from the year previous.   

 

557. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and the Community Network Manager 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 Councillor Robertson gave a report on his activities in which he made particular mention 

to the reversal of the increase in the Cornwall Councillors’ Allowance, the Helston Community 

College ‘C’ Block Scheme and the Planning Application at the former Hill Top Garage. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock gave a detailed report in which she mentioned the resurfacing 

works for Coinagehall Street, the refuse and greenery collections for Flora Day and the Planning 

Application at the former Hill Top Garage. 

 

 In response to questions, Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had made 

every effort to advise the businesses of the restrictions during the resurfacing work and 

confirmed that the road outside the Guildhall was being planed so when the Street was 

resurfaced the road level would not be higher than the pavement.  In response to a further 
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question Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that the road markings at the Taxi Rank had 

to remain as detailed in the Traffic Order. 

 

 Councillor Wallis gave a report during which he referred to the completion of the 

Seagull-proof bags trial in Porthleven and the availability of Seagull-proof bags for other areas. 

 

 In response to a question Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that he had forwarded to 

Councillor Reynolds the links for all the information regarding outsourcing of Council Services.  

He advised that the reports were too large to e-mail but all the information was available to view 

on the Cornwall Council website. 

 

 Councillor Reynolds queried the Cornwall Council’s 2013/14 Expenditure budget with 

Councillors Wallis and Mrs Haycock.  In response Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised that he 

did not have the information to hand but confirmed that if Councillor Reynolds put his request in 

writing he would provide him with a detailed answer.  Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock 

advised she would have to look-up the information, but believed the increase was due to 

additional requirements placed upon Cornwall Council by Central Government. Cornwall 

Councillor Robertson confirmed that he agreed with Councillor Mrs Haycock’s explanation 

advising one issue was Housing Support Benefit. 

 

 In response to a question, Cornwall Councillor Wallis informed Members of the potential 

effect of the budget cuts on the Localism Department advising that he would fight hard against 

any reduction of the Library, One Stop Shop or the Community Network services for this area. 

 

 b) Community Network Manager 

 The Town Clerk advised that apologies had been received from Mrs Chadwick who had 

been unable to attend the meeting due a flood in the road and confirmed that she would be 

willing to answer any questions if Members contacted her.  

 

558. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public queried why, on some occasions, not all the Councillors 

indicated whether they were voting for, against or abstaining from the Motion.  She expressed 

the opinion that it was little to ask for Members to put their hand up and asked if this could be 

tightened up on.  The Mayor advised that he agreed with the member of the public confirming 

that at times it could be difficult for the public to determine Members’ votes and asked Members 

to clearly put their hand up when voting.  The member of the public then expressed the opinion 

that it would be nice for the electorate if Members only submitted a nomination for one Ward, 

even though the rules allowed Members to submit nominations for all Wards, as this would 

show commitment and strength of character.  Councillor Upton advised that he concurred with 

the comments stating that he personally preferred to stand in the Ward where he lived. 

 

 A second member of the public referred to the Helston Business Improvement 

Partnership’s efforts to improve shop fronts and to try and contact the owners of certain 

premises, with one property in particular being the subject of a campaign within the local Press.  

She advised that some work had been carried out on this premises and praised all those who had 

worked to put pressure on the appropriate people to improve the shop fronts and personally 

thanked the local Press for their assistance. 

 

 A further member of the public expressed the opinion that the Independent Business 

Guide was good at showing what the town had.  He then raised concerns regarding the 

resurfacing of Coinagehall Street and queried the change in location of the taxi rank.  The Mayor 

advised that he could give no information on the taxi rank as Members had not yet discussed this 

item.   
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A member of the public advised that there were only two thousand of the Independent 

Business Guides left, but added there would be a digital version available on the Helston website 

when it was completed. 

 

559. Minutes  
 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 21
st
 February 2013 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Upton requested that his vote against the Motion be recorded. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council meeting held on the 28
th

 February 

2013 be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

560. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 21
st
 February 

and 7
th

 March 2013, be received. 

 

561. Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it was 

  

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Play & Young People Committee meeting held on the 4
th

 

March 2013, be received and the recommendation accepted. 

 

562. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 On the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 12
th

 March 2013 and the Special Committee meeting held on 25
th

 February 2013, be 

received and the recommendations accepted. 

 

563. Announcements  
 The Mayor advised that, as Councillor Reynolds had given his apologies for the 

following Full Council meeting, this would be his last meeting as he had indicated he did not 

intend to stand at the forthcoming election.  The Mayor thanked Councillor Reynolds for his 

long and distinguished service to the Council.  Councillor Reynolds responded to advise that it 

had been an honour and a privilege to serve the electors of the town and wished the Council the 

best for the future. 

 

564. Report of the Town Centre Manager 

 This item was noted. 

 

565. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Coronation Park Centenary Plus One 
       On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Thomas be nominated to represent the Town Council on the 

Coronation Park Centenary Plus One Organising Committee and Councillor Miss Hornsby be 

nominated as Deputy. 
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(2) Taxi Rank 

       Following a detailed debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Swift, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council did not support an extension of the taxi rank. 

 

     An Amendment was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor 

Williams, that the Town Council did not support an extension of the taxi rank and requested that 

the taxi rank be relocated to the end of the parking bays.  The Amendment failed. 

 

 (3) Opening of Police Stations to the Public 
       Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Reynolds, seconded by 

Councillor Upton, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a letter be sent to the Police Commissioner to request that Helston Police 

Station be open at set times of the day. 

 

566. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 483-529, with the exception of Account Nos. 521-525, as 

listed and set out as an Appendix to these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of 

£30,233.98. 

 

 The Mayor and Councillors Mrs Swift, R J L Boase, D C Swift, Mrs Boase and 

Martin declared an interest and left the meeting at 8.31pm. 

 

 The Deputy Mayor took the Chair at 8.31pm. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Miss Hornsby, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 521-525 be certified for payment in the total sum of £761.80. 

 

 The Mayor and Councillors Mrs Swift, R J L Boase, D C Swift, Mrs Boase and 

Martin returned to the meeting at 8.33pm. 

 

 The Mayor resumed the Chair at 8.33pm. 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Williams and Councillor 

Devenish. 

 

567. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 Councillor Mrs Swift responded to questions on her report regarding the Helston 

Business Improvement Partnership (HBIP) meeting.  On the proposition of Councillor Upton, 

seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow the Chairman of the HBIP 

Marketing Group to respond to a question. 

 

 The Chairman of the Marketing Group advised that it intended for the Independent 

Business Guide to be self-sustaining and outline possible methods. 
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 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Upton, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Reynolds, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the written report submitted by Councillor Mrs Swift be received. 

 

568. Items for the next Agenda 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office a minimum of ten 

days prior to the next meeting to place items on the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

 Councillor Upton requested that the issue of Social Media be included on the Agenda for 

the next meeting. 

 

569.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

570. Personnel and Health & Safety Services  
 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk on Personnel and Health & Safety 

Services (circulated prior to the meeting).  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by 

Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the quotation from Ellis Whittam be accepted for Personnel and Health & 

Safety Services including online training for the Town Clerk plus additional online training for 

the Assistant to the Town Clerk on a 3-year contract from 1
st
 April 2013. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.58pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


