
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON

ON WEDNESDAY 23  RD   MARCH 2011 AT 7.00 PM  

Councillors: R J L Boase (Town Mayor) in the Chair

R Williams 
Mrs S M E Swift
N J C Devenish 
K Reynolds

Mrs V J Matthew
D C Swift
Mrs F N E Boase
R R Pryor

M H Thomas
J P Radford-Gaby
Mrs W A Radford-Gaby

Officers: Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk)
Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk)

550. Declarations of Interest

Councillor Mrs Swift declared a personal interest as Councillor D C Swift was a candidate.

Councillor Mrs Radford-Gaby declared a personal interest as Councillor J P Radford-Gaby was 
a candidate.

Councillor D C Swift declared a personal interest as a candidate.

Councillor J P Radford-Gaby declared a personal interest as a candidate.

The Mayor (Councillor R J L Boase) declared a prejudicial interest as a candidate.

Councillor Mrs Boase declared a prejudicial interest as the Mayor (Councillor R J L Boase) 
was a candidate.

Councillor Pryor also declared a personal interest.

551. Public Participation

The Mayor (Councillor R J L Boase) advised that he was standing for the post of Mayor and 
advised that he was willing to answer questions from the public.

Mr M Upton asked if the candidates could declare which positions they wished to stand for. 
The Mayor (Councillor R J L Boase) advised that he wished to be nominated for the post of Mayor. 
Councillors D C Swift and J P Radford-Gaby both advised that they wished to be nominated for the 
post of Deputy Mayor.

Mr S Abraham advised that he was an ex-Town Councillor and gave Members a brief history 
of previous disputes within the Council.  Mr Abraham advised that he thought the current situation 
should never have been allowed to happen and would like to see the Council return to the previous 
system where the Mayor was elected every year.  

Mrs D Childs confirmed that she was also an ex-Town Councillor and advised that whilst she 
did  not  know the  finer  details  she  was  amazed  at  the  reports  she  had  read  in  the  papers  as  the 
nomination for a second year was normally a formality.  Mrs Childs advised that the Councillors were 
elected  to  serve  Helston  to  the  best  of  their  abilities  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  internal 
wrangling and personal prejudice appeared to be put before their duties.  Mrs Childs advised that the 
present situation brought the town into disrepute and believed that Councillor R J L Boase had served 
the town well.
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Mr D Harris advised that he continued to believe that the Council was political.

Mr I  Perry advised that  he was disturbed by the present situation and the upheaval  it  had 
brought to the town.

Mr M Upton asked the Mayor to explain the difference between the system when the public 
could elect both the Councillors and the positions of office and the system where the public elected the 
Councillors and the Councillors elected the positions of office.  The Mayor confirmed that Mr Upton 
had  explained  the  two  systems  correctly  and  in  the  Town Council’s  case  the  public  elected  the 
Councillors and the Councillors elected the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

Councillor Reynolds confirmed that the meeting was to consider nominations for Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor with the election of both positions taking place at the Annual Meeting in May.

Mr Abrahams  advised that  Mr D Johns,  a  former  assistant  caretaker  at  the  Guildhall,  had 
passed away.  The Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon David Miller offered prayers for Mr Johns.

Mrs T Browne queried when the public could vote on the position of Mayor.   The Mayor 
advised  that  this  was  not  possible  and confirmed  that  the  public  elected  the  Councillors  and  the 
Councillors  elect  the  Mayor.   Councillor  Reynolds  advised  that  the  democratic  process  had  been 
opened up to the public to allow them to view the nominations and to prevent rumours circulating.

Mr M Upton enquired if  the nominations  would be closed after  the meeting.   The Mayor 
advised  that  it  was  possible  for  a  candidate  to  be  nominated  for  Mayor  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 
Councillor Devenish advised that the nominations were made in advance of the meeting to allow the 
office to make the appropriate arrangements for the Mayor Choosing ceremony.

Mr Abrahams asked Councillor Devenish why he had accepted the nomination for the position 
of Mayor considering the current situation.  Councillor Devenish advised that he had only accepted the 
nomination after being approached by fellow councillors and it had become apparent that the Mayor 
(Councillor R J L Boase) did not have the support of the majority of the Council.

552. Nomination of Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the civic year 2011/12 

For the benefit  of  the members  of the public  present  the Town Clerk read the Resolution 
regarding the procedure for the nominations that had been agreed at  the Full  Council  meeting the 
previous week.

(1) Proposals for Nominations

The Mayor invited nominations for the Office of Town Mayor for the year 2011/12 and it was 
proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor Thomas, “That Councillor R J L Boase be 
nominated for the position of Town Mayor for the year 2011/12”.

It  was  further  proposed  by  Councillor  Pryor,  seconded  by  Councillor  Reynolds,  “That 
Councillor N J C Devenish be nominated for the position of Town Mayor for the year 2011/12”.

The  Mayor  then  invited  nominations  for  the  Office  of  Deputy  Town Mayor  for  the  year 
2011/12 and it was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor Pryor, “That Councillor 
D C Swift be nominated for the position of Deputy Town Mayor for the year 2011/12”.

It was further proposed by Councillor Reynolds,  seconded by the Mayor,  “That Councillor 
J P Radford-Gaby be nominated for the position of Deputy Town Mayor for the year 2011/12”.
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(2) Presentation from candidates

The Mayor (Councillor R J L Boase), Councillor N J C Devenish, Councillor D C Swift and 
Councillor J P Radford-Gaby each gave a brief presentation in support of their nominations. 

(3) Questions to candidates

Each Nominee answered questions from Members of the Council. 

(4) Voting on Nominations

The Mayor and Councillor Mrs Boase declared a prejudicial interest and left the meeting 
at 8.02pm

Councillor Mrs Matthew took the Chair at 8.02pm

It  was  proposed  by  Councillor  Mrs  Matthew,  seconded  by  Councillor  Thomas,  and 
unanimously 

RESOLVED – that the voting on the nomination for Town Mayor be by a show of hands.

It  was  also  proposed  by  Councillor  Mrs  Matthew,  seconded  by  Councillor  Thomas,  and 
unanimously 

RESOLVED – that the voting on the nomination for Deputy Town Mayor be by a show of hands.

Members voted on the nomination for Town Mayor, and on the second vote of the Deputy 
Mayor (in the Chair), it was

RESOLVED – that Councillor R J L Boase be nominated as Town Mayor for the civic year 2011/12.

The Mayor and Councillor Mrs Boase returned to the meeting at 8.08pm.

The Mayor resumed the Chair at 8.08pm

Members then voted on the nomination for Deputy Town Mayor, and it was

RESOLVED – that Councillor J P Radford-Gaby be nominated as Deputy Town Mayor for the civic 
year 2011/12.

Councillor  D  C  Swift  congratulated  Councillor  J  P  Radford-Gaby  on  his  nomination  and 
advised that he was pleased the system worked and was open to the public.

At the conclusion of the voting the Mayor announced that he had been nominated as Town 
Mayor and Councillor J P Radford-Gaby had been nominated as Deputy Town Mayor for the civic 
year 2011/2012.

Meeting closed at 8.11pm 
Confirmed

Town Mayor
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