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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 29
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Councillors: R J L Boase (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

Mrs S M E Swift 

N J C Devenish  

Mrs V J Matthew 

D C Swift 

Mrs F N E Boase 

R R Pryor 

M H Thomas 

J P Radford-Gaby 

Mrs W A Radford-Gaby 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

 

 

288. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Williams who was working and 

Councillor Reynolds for personal reasons. 

 

289. Public Participation 

 

 The Mayor announced that, with the support of Members, he would like to suspend Standing 

Order 1.14 as there was no item for public participation on the agenda.  It was then proposed by the 

Mayor, seconded by Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, and  

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended. 

 

 Mr M Upton enquired whether the Council had received an offer of £1,000 for 3 Penrose Road.  

The Town Clerk responded advising that three expressions of interest had been received since the 

auction. 

 

 Mr M Upton then enquired if it was the Council’s intention to return the building to auction.  

The Mayor advised that the decision had not been made. 

 

 Mr M Jay questioned why the Council considered so many items in confidential session.  The 

Mayor advised that the Council could not discuss staffing matters, legal advice and some financial 

matters such as tenders, in open session and the Council was following proper protocol. 

 

 Mr M Jay then stated that he understood the Council had received legal advice that it could sell 

the building donated by Passmore Edwards, but the High Court might have a different opinion. 

 

 Mr R Clotworthy and Mr D Rowe stated that they agreed with Mr Jay. 

 

 Ms V Filbey enquired if any other Passmore Edwards buildings had been sold and was 

informed that they had. 

 

 Mr M Upton asked whether the public would have a further opportunity to speak during the 

meeting.  The Mayor replied that it was normal practice for the public to speak during Public 

Participation but at no other time in a meeting and this would be the case.  

 

 It was then proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Mrs Matthew, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 
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290. 3 Penrose Road 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that the Mayor had called the Special Meeting as 3 Penrose Road had 

not sold at the auction on 23
rd

 September 2011.  He then informed Members that the Auctioneers had 

advised that prospective bidders might be more willing to bid at a reduced Guide Price and the Council 

could enter the building in the following auction on 4
th

 November 2011 in Redruth and also give 

consideration to offers received prior to the auction date.  He further informed Members that the 

discounted fee to re-enter the auction would be £250 + VAT.  The Town Clerk then advised that, since 

the auction, three expressions of interest had been received by the Auctioneer and Estate Agent.  

 

 Councillor J P Radford-Gaby expressed concern regarding the potential deterioration of the 

building with the approach of winter.  In response to a question, the Town Clerk confirmed that the 

expressions of interest were being followed-up.  Councillor J P Radford-Gaby also reminded Members 

that the cost to the Council of obtaining planning permission for the building out-weighed the benefits. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor D C Swift, seconded by Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that 3 Penrose Road be entered into the auction on 4
th

 November 2011 and  expressions 

of interest be vigorously followed-up. 

 

     

291.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Pryor, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, 

the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by reason of the 

confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 

292. 3 Penrose Road 

 

 The Town Clerk informed Members of an offer that had been made through the Auctioneer.  It 

was proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the offer received by the Auctioneer be turned down. 

 

 Members then considered the security of the building and following the debate it was proposed 

by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor D C Swift, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council continued with the current level of security. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor J P Radford-Gaby, 

and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk seek the Insurance Company’s views on alternative security 

options. 

 

 A debate then ensued regarding the Guide Price for the auction at the conclusion of which it 

was proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded by Councillor Pryor, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk seek the Auctioneer’s advice on a Guide Price and circulate it the 

following day. 
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293. Staffing  
  

 Members gave consideration to a staffing matter at the conclusion of which it was proposed by 

Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Pryor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that no action be taken at this moment in time.   

 

 

   

Meeting closed at 8.28pm       

 

      

        Confirmed 

         

 

 

 

        Town Mayor 


