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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21
ST

 JANUARY 2016 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: M H Thomas (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

J P Radford-Gaby 

J Martin 

Mrs G A Geer 

Mrs N Roberts 

A R Harrison 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

P E Williams 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

 

 The Mayor welcomed Councillor P E Williams to his first Council meeting. 

 

356. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Reverend Jane Bradbury.  The Mayor 

wished Reverend Bradbury well in her new Parish. 

 

357. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors  

  

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock enquired if the Town Clerk had received a 

response from Bert Biscoe CC (Portfolio Holder for Transport) regarding Bank Holiday on-

street parking.  The Town Clerk confirmed he had received it the previous day.  Cllr Mrs 

Haycock advised that the expense of numerous Road Traffic Orders and new signage made a 

change in the policy prohibitive. She then advised that she was meeting with the Highways 

Manager the following day to discuss the collapsed wall on Godolphin Road and to consider a 

more permanent footpath diversion.  Councillor Mrs Haycock was also pleased that the 

wheelie bins on the footpath outside of Domino’s had been removed. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had nothing to report then invited 

questions.  In response to a question, Councillor Martin advised that he was in continual talks 

with officers regarding the fly-tipping adjacent to the Sithney Common Hill layby.  

Responding to a comment concerning charges at the recycling centre, Councillor Martin 

advised that only specific items were chargeable to recover the costs of disposal by Cornwall 

Council. 

 

 Councillor R Williams suggested part of the problem of fly-tipping was the Recycling 

Centre’s closing time of 4.00pm all year round and requested that the Cornwall Councillors 

consider extending the hours. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Wallis advised there was a lot of information regarding fly-

tipping and the cost of recycling on the Cornwall Council website.  In response to a question, 

Councillor Wallis advised that decisions regarding Helston Community College whole or part 

re-build were still awaited from the Education Funding Agency (EFA).  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock added that the EFA was accessing the site and Derek Thomas MP was arranging a 

meeting so that the town could have an input to the site development.   
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358. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public spoke regarding the upcoming referendum on membership of 

the European Union and in particular, the consequences to Helston of a ‘No’ vote to continual 

membership.  He then suggested that the Council examines the impact of a ‘No’ vote on the 

economic welfare of the town and the Council uses its good offices to make those 

consequences known to the people of Helston before the vote was held. 

 

 Another member of the public questioned Cornwall Councillor Bert Biscoe’s vision of 

re-linking Helston to the national rail network.  Cornwall Councillor Wallis was of the 

opinion that everyone should concentrate on improving the road network which was realistic. 

 

 A Director of the Helston Railway Preservation Society advised that in Victorian 

times an Act of Parliament had been passed to establish connections with Helston to Gwinear 

Road and Helston to Penryn confirming that the latter had not been progressed due to the 

costs involved.  He further advised that since the Act of Parliament the land for the proposed 

line was in various ownership and expressed the opinion that it would be very costly to 

recoup.  He confirmed that Helston Railway Preservation Society would lend support to a 

campaign for a new rail link to Helston and offered his assistance if he could provide any 

further information. 

 

 The Chairman of the Helston Business Improvement Partnership (HBIP) referred to 

Agenda Item 14 and invited questions.  There were no questions from Members. 

 

359. Minutes  
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 17
th

 December 

2015 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council Meeting held on 10
th

 December 

2015 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Harrison, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council Meeting held on 7
th

 January 

2016 be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

360. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

  

 In relation to Min. No. 332(1)/2015, Councillor R J L Boase enquired how CCTV 

footage could be retrieved.  The Town Clerk advised that footage was being recorded 24/7 

and could be retrieved from the recorder in the Guildhall up to 30 days after the event.  He 

added that by the end of the month the images would be transmitted to a CCTV Monitoring 

Station within the Fire Station at Tolvaddon.  The Mayor advised that he had questioned 

holding images for 30 days and was of the opinion that it should be longer and the matter 

would be discussed by the West Cornwall CCTV Group. 
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361. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                 

17
th

 December 2015 and 7
th

 January 2016, be received. 

 

362. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 5
th

 January 2016, be received. 

 

363. Announcements  
  

 The Town Clerk informed Members that Councillor P E Williams had joined the 

Amenities Committee. 

 

 The Mayor advised that he had attended the following events:- 

 

 A meeting with the Lizard CHILD Trust; 

 Christmas visits to three residential homes and Helston Community Hospital; 

 Marazion Civic Service with the Deputy Mayor; 

 Helston Rugby Club to present a cheque from the Mayor’s Fund; and 

 A meeting with Derek Thomas MP and Divisional Cornwall Councillors. 

  

364. HBIP Proposal regarding Town Centre Management 

 

 This Agenda Item followed an informal Full Council meeting with representatives of 

the Helston Business Improvement Partnership (HBIP) the previous Tuesday.  Information 

considered at that meeting had been circulated to the Members unable to attend. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that there were three options: do nothing; the HBIP create a 

Community Interest Company that would require an officer funded by the Town Council; or 

the Town Council employ an Events Co-ordinator either full-time or part-time. 

 

 It was agreed that Helston was fortunate to have a number of voluntary groups 

arranging events, however, a Co-ordinator could assist the groups, prevent duplication of 

effort, organise new events to create a year-long calendar and promote the activities. 

 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by 

Councillor Radford-Gaby, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Helston Business Improvement Partnership be asked to investigate 

becoming a Community Interest Company, with the South Kerrier Alliance or independently, 

within the current contract of its officer. 
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 It was also proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk investigate an Events Co-ordinator part-time post within 

the Council’s jurisdiction. 

 

 An Amendment had been proposed by Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor 

Martin, that the Council do something with regards the promotion of the town and investigate 

an Events Co-ordinator.  The Amendment failed. 

 

 In response to a question, Councillor Mrs Geer advised that the dual approach should 

ensure the town would not be left with nothing. 

 

 It had further been proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor        

R Williams, that the Business Improvement District (BID) budget of £9,865 be returned to the 

Town Council’s Section 106 fund.  The Motion failed.  

 

365. Transport Matters 

  

 Members considered the Notes of a meeting between Town Councillors, local 

Cornwall Councillors and Cornwall Councillor Bert Biscoe – Portfolio Holder for Transport 

(circulated prior to the meeting).  The Mayor informed Members that neighbouring parish 

councils had been made aware of this agenda item. 

 

(a) B3297 Helston – Redruth Road 

 

 The Mayor expressed the opinion that the road could easily be improved by widening 

the pinch-points. 

 

During the discussion Members made the following points:- 

 

 Large vehicles caused long tail-backs – it should be an A road; 

 There should be a vehicle size limit imposed; 

 Rocks fall out of the hedges – dangerous to cyclists; 

 This was a main route that Sat Navs used to guide motorists to the A30; and 

 Support was needed to include the road on Cornwall Council’s priority 

improvements list. 

 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to local parishes for support of the need for 

Cornwall Council to recognise the B3297 was getting busier and needed investment. 

 

Councillor R Williams requested that his vote against the Motion be recorded. 

 

(b) Town Centre Buses 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase explained that large buses were used in town because they 

serviced the schools and could not be left redundant during the day if smaller buses were 

brought in. 

 

 Councillor Martin advised that local buses had an average of 2.2 passengers and was 

of the opinion that there was no need for large buses. 

 

 The Mayor requested that the Press publish an article inviting the public to submit 

comments and ideas to the Town Clerk. 
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(c) Taxis 

 

During the discussion Members made the following points:- 

 

 There should only be a maximum of six taxis in Coinagehall Street with others 

parked elsewhere and called in when those on the rank pulled off; 

 Taxi rank could be moved across the street; 

 Residents should report concerns regarding taxi parking to Cornwall Council 

Licensing quoting the plate number if possible; 

 A meeting could be arranged with taxi operators to discuss a method of 

reducing the number of taxis in Coinagehall Street; 

 The issues should be discussed with Cornwall Councillor Martin as a Helston 

Divisional Member and a member of the Licensing Committee; and 

 There needs to be effective stewarding of the taxis with regular enforcement by 

the Police and Licensing officers. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to Cornwall Councillor Martin and the Police 

regarding taxi parking issues in Coinagehall Street. 

 

(d) Bank Holiday On-Street Parking 

 

 As advised by Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock earlier in the meeting, the Town 

Clerk confirmed that Cornwall Council had rejected the Town Council’s petition, supported 

by 32 other town & parish councils, to amend Cornwall Council’s policy on Bank Holiday 

on-street parking. 

 

(e) Rail Link  

 

 The Mayor expressed the opinion that a rail link would be desirable and requested that 

the Press share Cornwall Councillor Bert Biscoe’s vision with the public. 

 

 At the discretion of the Mayor, Agenda Item 18 was brought forward. 

 

366. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

  

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer updated Members on his report (circulated 

prior to the meeting) and answered questions.  This item was noted. 

 

367. Family Engagement Day 

  

 The Mayor advised that he had been contacted by the Lizard CHILD Trust with a view 

to arranging a Family Engagement Day.  The event would be similar to the youth engagement 

events previously held.  In response to a question, the Mayor advised that many local people 

were unaware what the Town Council did and this event would explain the role of the 

Council, councillors and officers to a small group. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer was of the opinion that an Open Day would be a more 

appropriate event. 

 

 



 

 6 

 

 

 Following a positive call for volunteers to assist, it was proposed by the Mayor, 

seconded by Councillor Martin, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council proceed with a Family Engagement Day. 

 

368. Furry Café 

  

 The Mayor advised that he had no update to report. 

 

369. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 500 - 548 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £32,319.07. 

 

370. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the written report submitted by Councillor Martin be received. 

 

371. Items for the next Agenda 

  

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.01pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


