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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 18
TH

 JANUARY 2018 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

J Martin 

T E Grattan-Kane 

Rev. D P Reed 

R F Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

 

 

287. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Councillor Reverend Reed.   

 

288. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillor Williams and Councillor 

Mrs Roberts. 

 

289. Absent 
 

 Councillor Potter was absent without apologies. 

 

290. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had been dealing with planning, parking 

and highways issues within his Division.  He advised that he had attended several West Sub 

Area Planning Committee meetings, one of which had refused applications from Coastline 

Housing to develop two garage sites within Helston.  He confirmed that he supported 

Coastline’s intention to build homes for those in need but expressed the opinion that there 

were more appropriate areas.  Councillor Martin advised that he had chaired two Licensing 

Sub Committee meetings and also confirmed that the Boundary Commission consultation was 

continuing, advising that the Cornwall Council proposal for the Helston and Lizard 

Community Network Area was close to being agreed.  He further advised that at the following 

weeks Full Council meeting he would be seconding a motion to encourage Cornwall Council 

to fund research into sponsorship opportunities for the Tour of Britain cycle race to come to 

Cornwall in 2020 expressing the opinion that it was an opportunity to promote Cornwall as a 

destination for visitors around the world.  Councillor Martin confirmed that, together with 

Councillor Thomas, he had met with Cornwall Council Transport officers to discuss concerns 

and ideas across the two Divisions. 

 

 In response to a question from Councillor Kenchington, Cornwall Councillor Martin 

advised that Flora Gardens had been adopted and he had been investigating when the yellow 

linage and grass cutting would be taking place. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase queried when the signage directing people to the One Stop Shop 

would be updated now that it was located in the library building and asked why the service 

was closed on Tuesday and Thursdays as she had understood that the opening hours for the 

library and One Stop Shop were being extended.  The Town Clerk advised that the opening 
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hours were being increased when the Job Centre Plus relocated to the building with a library 

self-service system being available on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas expressed his thanks to all the volunteers who assisted 

with the Christmas lights.   He then advised that he had been heavily involved with the 

Electoral Review Panel which was considering new boundaries for the Cornwall Council 

elections from May 2021 and had also attended a Children and Families Scrutiny Committee 

meeting which had considered post 16 transport charges and was not supporting a proposed 

30% increase.  He advised that he had attended the West Sub Area Planning Committee 

meeting that week and had been part of the decision to refuse applications for the 

development of two sets of garages by Coastline Housing.  He advised that he recognised the 

need for single person properties within the town and was keen to explore the requirement and 

understand how Helston could meet the expectation.  Councillor Thomas advised that in the 

forthcoming weeks a Full Council meeting would take place to agree the budget for Cornwall 

Council and confirmed that, together with Councillor Martin, he had met with highways 

representatives to discuss a range of issues.  He confirmed that he had requested the planned 

resurfacing of Station Road be brought forward as soon as possible and advised that the work 

in Church Street to replace a damaged clay pipe had been completed and would stop the 

flooding issues by the junction with Cross Street.  Councillor Thomas further advised that, 

together with the Mayor and Cornwall Councillor Martin, he had met with Derek Thomas MP 

who was keen to assist with the rejuvenation of the town. 

 

291. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public advised that he was aware that the Town Council had been 

discussing the possibility of reconnecting to the railway and expressed the opinion that 

Helston was being hindered by its lack of transport infrastructure and believed that the 

possibility of the railway was only delayed by land ownership.  He then expressed the opinion 

that if Helston was connected to the railway a heliport to the Isles of Scilly could potentially 

be located next to RNAS Culdrose.  He expressed concern with the condition of the road 

connections for Helston and was of the opinion that the local parishes should lobby to 

improve the connection on the road at Hayle.  The member of the public then referred to the 

problem of litter within the town suggesting that someone should regularly walk the route of 

the Town Trail to ensure that it was kept in a tidy condition and suggested that Helston 

introduced a plastics policy for Flora Day which only allowed use of biodegradable plastics 

and prevented the use of polystyrene. 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that he had requested the item regarding the connection to 

the railway at the previous Full Council meeting and confirmed that it had been fully 

supported by Helston Town Council.  He advised that it was the principal of the connection to 

the railway initially with the funding and direction of the railway to be resolved at a later date.  

Councillor Thomas advised that he had broached the idea of a heliport with the MP who was 

still in negotiations with Penzance and had also mentioned the subject to the Captain of 

RNAS Culdrose who had made no comment. 

 

292. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 21
st
 December 2017 

be approved and signed as a true record.   
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293. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                 

21
st
 December 2017 and 4

th
 January 2018, be received. 

 

294. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 9
th

 January 2018, be received. 

 

295. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor informed Members that the Freeman of Helston honours board had been 

installed that day.  She further advised that Members would shortly be seeing the draft 

Marketing Strategy and expressed the opinion that the Town Council owed their thanks to all 

involved for their hard work. 

 

 The Mayor advised that, together with Cornwall Councillors Thomas and Martin, she 

had met with Derek Thomas MP who was doing what he could for Helston and had organised 

various meetings at different locations for residents and businesses and she encouraged people 

to come forward with their opinions. 

  

296. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer (TCRO) updated Members on his report 

(circulated prior to the meeting) to advise that the grant from Awards for All for the 

Monument Walk shelter had been received and he had been in touch with the contractor who 

was making the final adjustments to the engineering design and would confirm an installation 

date in the near future.  In respect of the ‘Our Granite Heart’ project the TCRO further 

advised that Cornwall Council would consider the laying of the pavement once the final cost 

was known but there was still a shortfall on the funding for the granite.  The TCRO then 

advised that he was recommending the formation of a project group to steer the development 

of the Town Trail project.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, 

seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, and  

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council establish a temporary project group including 

Local Authority, community and business representation to steer development, delivery and 

funding of improvements to the Town Trail. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Martin, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Boase and Councillor Reverend Reed be appointed as the 

Town Council’s representatives on the Town Trail project group. 
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 Councillor Thomas expressed his thanks to the TCRO for his involvement with 

organising the renovation of the area at the bottom of the Castle Green steps which he felt was 

a great improvement.  The Mayor agreed that the area was much improved and suggested the 

inclusion of a direction sign to the public conveniences on the finger post.  Councillor 

Grattan-Kane advised that the space by the Monument had been well used for Christmas 

events and had suited the purpose. 

 

297. Standing Orders 

 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk regarding the review of Standing 

Orders (circulated prior to the meeting).  On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, 

seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the amendments to Standing Orders be adopted as set out. 

 

298. Strategic Plan 
 

 Further to Min. No. 208/2017, Members considered the Strategic Plan for 2018 to 

2022 (circulated prior to the meeting) which had been passed to the Policy, Finance and 

Resources Committee for consideration.  The Mayor suggested the inclusion of an item to 

develop a green culture for Helston.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor 

Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Strategic Plan 2018 – 2022 be adopted subject to the above 

amendment. 

 

299. Electoral Review 
 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk (previously circulated) that contained 

three options of Divisional boundaries for the Helston and the Lizard Community Network – 

one from the Electoral Review Working Party and two by Cornwall Council.  The Town 

Clerk updated Members on the discussions of the Working Party to advise that it was 

recommending a proposal that resulted in two dedicated Members for Helston.  Following a 

brief debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor           

Grattan-Kane, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council accepted the recommendation of the Electoral Review 

Working Party as set out. 

 

 It was agreed that Helston Town Council wanted two dedicated Members for Helston 

and would be open to adjustments to the proposed boundaries of the three remaining 

Divisions in the Community Network Area to accommodate equality of elector numbers. 

 

300. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 483-531 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £29,447.52. 
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301. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

302.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

303. Proceeds of Sale of 3 Penrose Road 
 

 Members considered a confidential report of the Town Clerk (circulated prior to the 

meeting).  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded 

by Councillor Kenchington, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the remaining proceeds from the sale of 3 Penrose Road be invested in the 

CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund and the Council investigate the purchase of a building. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Mayor (Councillor Mrs Geer) and Councillors Williams, Thomas and 

Mrs Boase be appointed as signatories for the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund Account. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.21pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


