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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2018 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

Mrs G A Geer  

Mrs N Roberts 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

173. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Councillor Thomas.   

 

174. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Reverend Reed and 

Edgcumbe.  The Town Clerk advised that apologies had also been received from the Police 

and from the Helston Packet. 

 

175. Requests for Dispensations 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Grattan-Kane had submitted a dispensation 

request for the South Kerrier Alliance CIC as he was a representative of the Downsland Trust 

on the South Kerrier Alliance CIC Lake Refurbishment Group.  

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council awarded Councillor Grattan-Kane a dispensation for 

the civic year to remain in meetings, participate in debates and vote on matters relating to the 

South Kerrier Alliance CIC. 

 

176. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had attended Licencing Committee 

meetings confirming that an audit of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire allocations within 

Cornwall was being conducted in the near future.  He further advised that, due to a change in 

licensing regulations for businesses selling and handling animals, Licensing Officers were 

going to have to inspect each establishment by the end of December.  Cornwall Councillor 

Martin advised that he had attended a Members’ Briefing where research on the viability of 

the Tour of Britain Race coming to Cornwall was presented and was unanimously supported, 

expressing the hope that Cabinet would support the project.  Cornwall Councillor Martin 

advised that he had also attended a West Sub Area Planning Committee meeting, the 

Community Network meeting and had been involved with case work regarding anti-social 

behaviour, flooding at Degibna and noisy neighbours. 
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 Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he had been involved in casework issues 

including some enforcement matters.  He advised that he was also part of a working group 

which had toured the Ivybridge Waste and Recycling Centre confirming that the Working 

Group was investigating Household Waste and Recycling Centres and welcomed suggestions 

on how the Helston recycling centre could develop or improve.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas 

advised that he had been working with the Town Clerk regarding a proposed pavement along 

the A394 and had organised a meeting with Councillor Jenkin and senior officers regarding 

the Kennels and Leats.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that together with Cornwall 

Councillor Martin he had attended a meeting with Officers regarding taxis.  Cornwall 

Councillor Thomas advised that he had also attended the Community Network Meeting and 

was trying to address the issue of speeding on the Redruth Road and expected a flashing 

speed sign to be installed.  He further advised that he was lobbying for repairs to the school 

crossing point on Belmont Road which was becoming weathered and less visible and he 

suggested that the Town Clerk could express this as an area of interest to prioritise getting it 

repaired.  He advised that he had attended a Health & Wellbeing meeting regarding the 

protection of vulnerable adults and passed a selection of information leaflets to the Town 

Clerk. 

 

 Councillor Potter queried if there were any long term plans to resolve the Kennels 

maintenance issues.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he was meeting with Cornwall 

Council Officers regarding the matter to confirm what could be done and then briefly outlined 

the problems being experienced with the Kennels and Leats system. 

 

177. Public Participation 

  

 A member of the public advised that he had a business in Coinage Ope and also lived 

in that area and expressed concern with the anti-social behaviour he had been experiencing. 

He informed Members that he had hoped to raise the matter with a police representative at the 

meeting.  The Mayor requested that the member of the public e-mail the Town Clerk with 

details and the Town Clerk would contact the Police regarding the issues.  A detailed debate 

ensued during which Members expressed their concern regarding anti-social behaviour in the 

town and Councillor Kenchington requested an item on the following Full Council Agenda to 

discuss anti-social behaviour issues. 

 

 A member of the public advised that the Helston in Bloom group worked hard to make 

the town look attractive and expressed concern with the condition of the Kennels and the 

debris from the collapsed wall in Godolphin Road which had been in situ for nearly three 

years, as they detracted from the group’s work to improve the town’s appearance.  Councillor 

Thomas outlined the problems with the Kennels and advised that in his capacity as Cornwall 

Councillor he would continue to chase those involved to get the issues rectified at the earliest 

opportunity.  The Town Clerk advised that the collapsed wall was with Cornwall Council’s 

Building Control but as the Deputy Town Clerk was chasing the issue without response he 

asked the local Cornwall Councillors if they could call into Building Control and progress the 

matter.  Councillor R J L Boase suggested that it would be beneficial if, with the landowners’ 

permission, it could be arranged for Councillors to walk the Leat system so that Members 

could be aware of the issues. 

 

 A further member of the public expressed concern with the deteriorated condition of 

the Kennels advising that many of the gullies were filled with gravel.  He was also concerned 

with anti-social behaviour expressing the opinion that it was not aided by cuts in the Police. 
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178. Minutes  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 20th September 2018 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

179. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 20th September 

2018, be received. 

 

180. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 27th September 

2018, be received. 

 

181. Announcements  

 

 The Mayor informed Members that he had attended the funeral of Julian Kitto, 

expressing the opinion that he was a remarkable man with a history of compassion and good 

work for the community and for Cornwall Council.  The Mayor further advised that he had 

attended a Civic Service at Launceston, joined the Twinning group to Sasso Marconi to 

celebrate the 50th Anniversary and would be attending the production of ‘My Fair Lady’ at the 

Epworth Hall.  He further advised that the Christmas events had been announced and would 

be published on the Town Council website and Facebook Page. 

 

182. Parking Charges in Cornwall Council Car Parks 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that a document regarding proposed changes to parking 

charges in Cornwall Council Car Parks submitted to the Economic Growth and Development 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee was removed and advised that he withdrew his Agenda 

item as he felt it was no longer appropriate to discuss the item. 

 

183. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

to advise that the Heritage Trail leaflet was available electronically on the Town Council’s 

website and paper copies would be received in time for the launch the following week.  He 

confirmed that a Press Release had also been issued to promote the availability of the new 

leaflet.  The Projects Officer then advised that he felt that the project group had worked well 

for the Heritage Trail Leaflet and would continue to work on Phase 2 of the Heritage Trail 

project.  He expressed the opinion that it would also be beneficial to work with a group to 

develop proposals for activities at Monument Walk.  On the proposition of the Mayor, 

seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was 
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RESOLVED – that the Council: 

 

a) extended the remit of the Heritage Trail Project Group to include development of 

recommendations for an activity programme for Monument Walk; 

b) changed the name to ‘Projects Group’ (or such other name deemed to be 

appropriate by Members); and 

c) review Council and community representation on the Group to ensure that it 

remained fit for purpose. 

 

 The Projects Officer further advised that he would be posting the notices at Trenance 

Close the following day and the notice period would end on 16th November after which time 

the Town Council could take responsibility for the area. 

 

184. Report of the Town Clerk 
 

 (1) Localism Summit 

 

       The Town Clerk requested that any Members who wished to attend the Localism 

Summit in the Guildhall let him know at the earliest opportunity.  The Mayor and Councillors 

Mrs Boase, Thomas and Grattan-Kane advised that they wished to attend. 

 

       Councillor Kenchington requested an informal report on the event for the benefit 

of those who were unable to attend. 

 

 (2) Cornwall Council – Christmas Free Parking Day 

 

       The Town Clerk advised that Cornwall Council was offering one day of free 

parking in their Helston Pay & Display Car Parks and had requested that the Town Council 

select the day.  A detailed debate ensued during which several possible suggestions were put 

forward.  At the conclusion of the debate it was agreed to defer the item to the following Full 

Council meeting to allow Members to consult the businesses. 

 

 (3) Fishermen’s Mission – 3rd Annual Christmas Tree Festival 

 

       On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council participate in the Fishermen’s Mission 3rd Christmas 

Tree Festival at a cost of £40.00. 

 

185. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 377-442 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £32,831.16. 

 

186. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the written reports submitted by Councillor Grattan-Kane be received. 
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187. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office ten days prior to 

the next meeting to place items on the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

188.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

189. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk 

 

 (1) Helston Scout Group – New Lease 

 

       On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor               

Grattan-Kane, it was 

 

 RESOLVED – that a survey report be obtained from Bradleys Surveyors Ltd at a cost 

of £383.33. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.32pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


	MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON ON THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2018 AT 7.15 PM
	173. Prayers
	174. Apologies
	175. Requests for Dispensations
	176. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors
	177. Public Participation
	178. Minutes
	179. Minutes of the Planning Committee
	180. Minutes of the Amenities Committee
	181. Announcements
	182. Parking Charges in Cornwall Council Car Parks
	183. Report of the Projects Officer
	184. Report of the Town Clerk
	(1) Localism Summit
	(2) Cornwall Council – Christmas Free Parking Day
	(3) Fishermen’s Mission – 3rd Annual Christmas Tree Festival

	185. Schedule of Accounts for Payment
	186. Attendance at Meetings
	187. Items for the next Agenda
	188.  Exclusion of the Press and Public
	189. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk
	(1) Helston Scout Group – New Lease



