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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16TH MAY 2019 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer  

Mrs N Roberts 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

Rev D P Reed 

R F Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

 

4. Requests for Dispensations 
 

 The Town Clerk reminded Members that their dispensations had elapsed at the end of 

the previous month and needed to be renewed. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that Councillor R J L Boase had submitted dispensation 

requests for Helston Harvest Fair and the South Kerrier Heritage Trust to remain in meetings, 

participate in debates and vote on matters.  

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council awarded Councillor R J L Boase dispensations for the 

civic year to remain in meetings, participate in debates and vote on matters relating to Helston 

Harvest Fair and the South Kerrier Heritage Trust. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase requested that her abstention from the vote be recorded. 

 

 The Town Clerk further advised that Councillor Mrs Boase had submitted dispensation 

requests for Helston Harvest Fair and the South Kerrier Heritage Trust to remain in meetings, 

participate in debates and vote on matters.  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by the Mayor, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council awarded Councillor Mrs Boase dispensations for the 

civic year to remain in meetings, participate in debates and vote on matters relating to Helston 

Harvest Fair and the South Kerrier Heritage Trust. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase requested that his abstention from the vote be recorded. 

 

5. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors  

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised there had been lots of activity at Cornwall Council 

particularly with the changes to the Committee structure.  He further advised that the Portfolio 

Holder for Transport would be coming to Helston following receipt of a petition for a pedestrian 

crossing in Meneage Road.  He advised that Cornwall Council was discussing the changes to 

committee structures from 2021 to allow for the reduced number of Councillors. 
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 Cornwall Councillor Thomas congratulated Councillor Martin on his election as Town 

Mayor. He then advised that a long running planning enforcement case had been decided and 

expressed his concern with the public perception of planning enforcement.  Councillor Thomas 

confirmed he had also been involved in a project together with Helston Town Council and 

further advised that there were currently vacancies for the two school crossing patrols in Church 

Hill, encouraging people to apply.  He confirmed that he had met with a representative of 

Cormac on site that morning regarding the blockage of the Leat in the Falmouth Road and 

Cormac was investigating with more digs and he hoped to meet them at County Hall the 

following week to find out the work programme and the costs involved.  Councillor Thomas 

confirmed that he had attended training on trees, mandatory planning and how to scrutinise and 

call people to account.  Councillor Thomas advised that he had also been involved in the design 

of the new Cornwall Council website and had attended meetings regarding the Governance 

Review and the Childrens, Families and Overview Scrutiny Committee.  Councillor Williams 

thanked Cornwall Councillor Thomas for his work to resolve the issue with the Leats. 

 

 There was no report from Cornwall Councillor Wallis. 

 

6. Public Participation 

 

 A member of the public advised that she had lived in Meneage Road since 1980 and 

spoke regarding an article in the local press which had featured a petition that she and another 

member of the public had raised requesting a pedestrian crossing in Meneage Road.  She 

advised that there was a school crossing patrol along the road but she was only there for a short 

time each day.  She advised that she had nearly 600 signatures who were all local people who 

were concerned about the issue.  She expressed the opinion that the Downsland Trust had 

funding which was left for the good of Helston and she could not think of a better use for them 

to donate towards.  She confirmed that Trengrouse Way had three islands and a crossing whilst 

Meneage Road had nothing and expressed the opinion that having a crossing in Meneage Road 

would make the town work, enabling people to walk into the town.  The Mayor thanked the 

member of the public for her efforts in getting signatures for the petition advising that this 

helped the case with Cornwall Council. 

 

7. Minutes  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 17th April 2019 be 

approved and signed as a true record. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer abstained from the vote as she had not been present at the 

meeting. 

 

8. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 17th April 2019, 

be received. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 2nd May 2019, 

be received. 
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9. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that the Minutes of the Special meeting contained the 

following recommendation: 

 

a) the Town Council proceed with the freehold transfer of Monument Walk from 

Cornwall Council; and 

 

b) the retaining walls be insured for £500k in the first instance. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 

the 2nd May 2019 and the Special meeting held on 10th April 2019, be received and the 

recommendation accepted. 

 

10. Announcements  

 

 The Town Clerk reminded Members that they needed to renew any dispensations and 

suggested that it would be beneficial to also review their Register of Interests. 

 

 The Mayor thanked all involved with the organisation of Flora Day and Mayor 

Choosing.  He further advised that his Civic Service would be taking place on Sunday 14th July 

2019. 

 

11. Kennels & Cobbled Areas 

 

 Councillor Potter advised that he had requested this item on the Agenda as he was 

concerned with the condition of the kennels and the cobbled areas within the town.  The Mayor 

expressed the opinion that Cornwall Council was responsible for the maintenance of the kennels 

and as a Listed structure was of the opinion that they should be looked after.  A detailed debate 

ensued during which Members expressed concern with the accumulation of cigarette butts in the 

kennel and the condition of the cobbles in the bottom of the kennels.  The Projects Officer 

advised that whilst the kennels were the responsibility Cornwall Council it could be possible to 

obtain funding for a community heritage project.  At the conclusion of the debate it was 

proposed by Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Projects Officer investigate possible sources of funding for the 

refurbishment of the kennels. 

 

12. Pop-up Innovation Centre 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that he had heard mention of a pop-up Innovation Centre in 

the far west and he believed there were many facilities available within the town which could be 

used for this purpose.  He advised that the pop-up Innovation Centres were an opportunity for 

people with ideas and a capacity to run small businesses to be helped through the early stages.  

Councillor Thomas advised that there were empty shops within the town which could be used 

for this purpose, or potentially it could be at RNAS Culdrose if they were willing or possibly 

Water-Ma-Trout.  He advised that the current project ended in 2020 with the new project 

starting from April 2020. 
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 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council requests that the Town Clerk writes to Glen Caplin, Service 

Director Economic Growth at Cornwall Council, to offer support for the creation of a pop-up 

Innovation Centre within our Town. 

 

13. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) to 

advise that another successful market had been held that day and whilst it had not been quite as 

busy as the previous market he was considering other ways to promote it.  He further advised 

that the Heritage Trail leaflets had been delivered to the printers for inclusion in the Discover 

Helston booklet and in respect of the Our Granite Heart project expressed his disappointment 

that despite his chasing he had not yet received the other two quotations for the reinstatement of 

granite paving.  In response to a question from Councillor Potter, the Project Officer advised 

that there had been a good mix of stalls at the market with some selling produce and plants and 

the traders had been pleased with the event with many signing up for the next market. 

 

 The Mayor thanked the Projects Officer for his report. 

 

14. Report of the Town Clerk 
 

 (1) Annual Audit of Accounts for 2018/19 

 

       The Council considered the Annual Report of Mr S Hudson, the Internal Auditor, 

together with supporting financial statements for submission to the External Auditor (circulated 

prior to the meeting). 

 

 It was thereupon proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Section 1 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return – the Annual 

Governance Statement, be approved and, upon completion in the affirmative in all respects, be 

signed by the Mayor and Town Clerk. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Accounting Statements for the financial year ended 31st March 2019 as 

set out in the Annual Return, be approved, and duly signed on this Council’s behalf by the 

Mayor and the Town Clerk. 

 

      On behalf of the Council, Councillor Williams conveyed his thanks to the Town 

Clerk and his staff for the way the accounts were prepared. 

 

 (2) Grant Application 

 

      Members considered a grant application from Helston Makes It (circulated prior to 

the meeting).  Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Potter, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Makes It be awarded a grant of £500 towards the summer event. 
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      Members requested that the organisation be asked to apply in September for the 

following year’s event as it was difficult to assess the request outside of the normal grants 

meeting. 

 

 (3) Christmas Office Closure 

      

       On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the office close at 4pm on Monday 23rd December 2019 re-opening on 

Thursday 2nd January 2020 and the staff be given Tuesday 24th December 2019 as an additional 

days paid leave. 

 

15. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 64-144 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £ 53,220.22. 

 

16. Dates and Times of Meetings 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that the date for Easter in 2020 was incorrect on the  

calendar which had been circulated and advised the adjusted dates for the Town Meeting and 

the Full Council meeting in April 2020.   

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Calendar of Meetings 2019/20, as amended, be received. 

 

17. Trevenen Exhibition 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Trevenen Exhibition Governors for the ensuing Municipal year continue 

to be all Members of the Town Council and that meetings be convened as and when necessary. 

 

18. Appointment of Representatives to Committees and Outside Bodies 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) Councillors R Williams, Mrs F N E Boase, M H Thomas, Mrs G A Geer, D J Potter, 

Rev D P Reed and R F Edgcumbe be appointed to the Amenities Committee; 

 

b) Councillors J Martin (Town Mayor), R J L Boase, Mrs G A Geer, Mrs N Roberts, 

Rev D P Reed, R F Edgcumbe and M J Kenchington be appointed to the Planning Committee;  

 

c) Councillors J Martin (Town Mayor), R J L Boase, Mrs F N E Boase, M H Thomas, 

Mrs N Roberts, D J Potter, T E Grattan-Kane and R F Edgcumbe be appointed to the Policy, 

Finance and Resources Committee; 
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d) The Mayor (Councillor J Martin), the Chair of the Amenities Committee, the Chair 

of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee and the Chair of the Planning Committee be 

appointed to the Community Governance Review Working Party; and 

 

e) Councillors R J L Boase, M H Thomas and Reverend Reed be appointed to the 

Youth Engagement Working Party. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that representatives be appointed to Outside Bodies for the ensuing Municipal 

year as detailed below:- 

 

 a) Cornwall Association of Local Councils  

 

  Councillor J Martin (Deputy – Councillor M H Thomas) 

 

 b) Helston Christmas Lights Committee 

 

  Councillor T E Grattan-Kane 

 

 c) Helston Climate Action Group 

 

  Councillors J Martin (Town Mayor), M H Thomas, D J Potter, T E Grattan-Kane 

and M J Kenchington 

 

 d) Helston Community Interest Company 

 

  Councillors Mrs G A Geer and D J Potter 

 

 e) Helston Community College  

 

  Councillors R Williams, M H Thomas, J Martin, T E Grattan-Kane and  

  Reverend D P Reed 

 

 f) Helston in Bloom 

 

  Councillors R Williams, R J L Boase and Reverend D P Reed 

 

 g) Helston & the Lizard Works 

 

  Councillor M H Thomas (Deputy – Councillor Reverend D P Reed) 

 

 h) Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel 

 

  Councillor J Martin (Deputy – Councillor D J Potter) 

 

 i) Loe Pool Management Forum  

 

  Councillor R Williams 

 

 j) Marketing Group 

 

  Councillors J Martin (Town Mayor), R J L Boase and Reverend D P Reed 
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 k) Projects Group 

 

  Councillors Mrs F N E Boase, T E Grattan-Kane and Reverend D P Reed 

 

 l) Plastic Free Helston Steering Group 

 

  Councillor J Martin (Town Mayor), Deputy – Councillor Thomas 

 

 m) The Furry Youth Café Corporate Directorate 

 

  Councillor M H Thomas  

 

n) West Cornwall CCTV Group  

 

  Councillor M H Thomas (Deputy – Councillor T E Grattan-Kane) 

 

 o) Helston Welfare Trust: Nominated Trustees  

 

  Councillor R Williams (appointed until 17th May 2022) 

  Councillor Mrs G A Geer (appointed until 17th May 2022) 

  Councillor Mrs F N E Boase (appointed until 17th May 2022) 

 

19. Reports on attendance at meetings 

 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk on the West Cornwall CCTV Group 

and the Town Clerk extended an open invitation to tour the site at Tolvadden and view the 

CCTV monitoring suite confirming he could request a date if Members wished to attend. The 

Town Clerk then responded to Members’ questions. 

 

20. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s Office no later than 10 

days prior to the next meeting to place items on the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

21. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

22. Confidential Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 (1) Our Granite Heart 

 

 Members considered the Confidential Report of the Projects Officer (circulated prior to 

the meeting).  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded 

by the Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council continue to pursue improving the pavements. 

 

 Councillor Williams left the meeting at 9.24pm 
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23. Proposal by Helston CIC 

 

 Members considered a proposal by Helston CIC (circulated prior to the meeting).  

Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council support the proposed Marketing Strategy by Helston 

CIC and agreed to contribute £3,850 for capital expenditure in year 1 and up to £7,618 per year 

for 3 years for revenue expenditure. 

 

24. Trenance Close Open Space 

 

 Councillor Thomas updated Members on his continuing research regarding the Trenance 

Close Open Space. It was agreed that Councillor Thomas continue to pursue the matter. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.37pm  

 

        Confirmed 

   

 

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 
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