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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

Mrs G A Geer  

Mrs N Roberts 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

Rev. D P Reed 

R F Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

 At the discretion of the Mayor, Agenda items 4 and 5 were brought forward. 

 

107. Presentation on Safer Towns and Community Safety 

 

 The Town Council received a presentation from representatives of Safer Cornwall on 

the Safer Towns programme and Community Safety in Cornwall which included statistics on 

crime levels for Helston in comparison with other Cornish towns.  The representatives of 

Safer Cornwall then responded to Members’ questions during which Members questioned the 

accuracy of the statistics due to potential low levels of crime reporting.   

 

108. Renewable Energy Project 

 

 A presentation was received from Mr Mackie of All Wind (UK) Ltd regarding a 

potential renewable energy project during which he advised that there was currently funding 

available for projects in rural communities.  Mr Mackie advised that, with the Town Council’s 

support, his organisation wished to apply for funding to carry out a feasibility study and then 

make further grant applications to carry out viable projects.  In response to a question Mr 

Mackie confirmed that, whilst the project related to the feasibility of renewable energy for 

commercial properties, it could lead onto domestic projects.  Mr Mackie further advised that 

there would be no financial risk to the Council if it agreed to support the project and act as the 

Accountable Body. 

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported the proposed renewable energy project and 

agreed to act as the Accountable Body.  

 

109. Prayers 

 

 Prayers were offered by Councillor Reverend Reed.   

 

110. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor R J L Boase.   
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111. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had been involved with case work 

regarding anti-social behaviour issues and planning issues.  Councillor Martin then expressed 

his disappointment and frustration that Helston had missed out on high street funding and 

confirmed that he was meeting with officers from the Place Shaping team regarding projects 

that could be pursued. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he had been involved in a range of 

casework issues regarding footpaths, electric taxis and planning.  Councillor Thomas advised 

that the works to repair the Leat blockage at Falmouth Road had been completed and the 

water flow had been restored.  Councillor Thomas thanked Mrs Bywaters for her work as 

Secretary to the Helston & District Town Twinning Association for Sasso Marconi and 

suggested that a letter of thanks be sent from the Mayor.  He further advised that there was no 

progress regarding Cornwall Council’s plans for sharing Isaac House with the public health 

nurses as it was still being assessed by their Properties department.  Councillor Thomas 

confirmed that he was continuing to monitor the situation regarding the Sithney Common Hill 

fly-tipping and had also made representations again regarding the extension of the gritting 

route in Helston North which had been refused but he would continue to lobby the Portfolio 

Holder.  He advised that he continued to pursue greater connectivity for Helston and the 

Lizard and he was planning to work with other Cornwall Council Members who had branch 

line issues within their division.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he was pleased to 

see the Safer Cornwall presentation and was grateful to the officers who had attended.  

Councillor Thomas informed Members that the public consultations were taking place 

regarding the Community Governance Review. He also confirmed that he had been appointed 

to the Central Planning Committee and the Kerrier Families hub which was a new initiative to 

assist in linking a range of family support groups.  Councillor Thomas advised that, as Chair 

of Inclusion Cornwall, he had been able to champion a local food management project and, 

together with Cornwall Councillor Martin, was encouraging Cornwall Council to support the 

project.   

 

 Councillor Potter expressed concern that Helston had not received funding advising 

that whilst the town did not have a Neighbourhood Plan it had a Town Framework.  Cornwall 

Councillor Thomas advised that he understood there was a chance Helston could still receive 

some funding but it needed to have a project ready to proceed.  Councillor Mrs Geer 

expressed the opinion that Cornwall Council should adopt the Framework.  Councillor 

Kenchington advised that he had had several conversations with Cornwall Council Officers 

who advised that the Neighbourhood Plan was the way forward as they were not willing to 

accept the Town Framework even though the Town Council had been guided towards it.  

Councillor Kenchington further advised that Cornwall Council Officers had queried if a 

Neighbourhood Plan was needed as planning had been obtained for all the major development 

sites.   

 

112. Public Participation 

  

 A representative from the Helston Climate Action Group expressed their gratitude to 

the Council for taking action regarding climate change and requested that the Council 

consider declaring Helston an Earth Protector Town briefly outlining the requirements for this 

status. 

 

 A member of the public raised concern with the number of leaks along the Town Leat 

and expressed the opinion that a large part of the problem was caused by growth in the Leat 

bed and overgrowth which had not been cleared for a long time.  He asked if the Town 

Council could find out who might maintain the Leats and suggested that a working party of 

volunteers could possibly clear the overgrowth.  Councillor Thomas advised that, as a 
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Cornwall Councillor, he had met with Cornwall Council Officers, the Environment Agency 

and South West Water regarding the condition of the Leats and Kennels.  He confirmed that 

Cormac was responsible for maintaining the Kennels within the town but would only repair 

them to a level so they worked.  He advised that the Town Council’s Project’s Officer was 

investigating sources of funding to allow additional repairs of the Kennels to be carried out.  

Councillor Thomas further advised that a survey of the Leats needed to be carried out and 

further funding may be required for any work.  The Mayor advised that the Leats also flowed 

through private land and permission would be required to carry out any work. 

 

113. Minutes 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 18th July 2019 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Kenchington abstained from the vote as he had not been present at 

the meeting. 

 

114. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Roberts, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 18th July and 

5th September 2019, be received. 

 

115. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 25th July 

2019, be received. 

 

116. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 10th September 2019, be received. 

 

117. Announcements  

 

 The Mayor advised that the Christmas events were being organised with the Switch-

On taking place on 29th November 2019 and the Lantern Parade on 13th December 2019.  The 

Mayor further advised that there was a promotional event for Helston Relay for Life taking 

place at Coronation Park on Saturday 21st September 2019 and encouraged those present to 

attend. 
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118. Condition of Trengrouse Way Car Park 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer expressed concern with the condition of the Trengrouse Way Car 

Park advising that Helston in Bloom had done a fantastic job planting around the library to 

improve the appearance of the area but this only made the car park look worse.  She was of 

the opinion that just because the former supermarket building was deteriorating as it was not 

in use it did not mean that Cornwall Council did not need to maintain its car park.   

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed left the meeting at 8.54pm 

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to Cornwall Council to request that they tidy up the 

Trengrouse Way Car Park. 

 

119. Helston Climate Action Group 

 

 Councillor Potter updated Members on the activities of the Helston Climate Action 

Group (HCAG) in the first 6 months since they were formed.  He thanked all those involved 

for giving up their time and briefly outlined the formation of the group.  Councillor Potter 

confirmed that the HCAG had consulted with the local community via stalls at local markets 

and a community envisioning day.  He advised that HCAG had spoken at several Community 

Network Panel meetings and had been present at Cornwall Council meetings where the 

Cornwall Council Climate Action Plan had been discussed.  He informed Members that 

HCAG had supported a number of Local Councils, opening their Steering Group meetings to 

them, freely sharing documents and exploring how Helston could work with surrounding 

communities.  He advised that a significant piece of the HCAG’s work had been the 

development of the Action Plan which would be launched the following Monday and projects 

detailed in the plan included: 

 

• Trees for Helston 

• Pop-up Energy Advice Surgeries 

• Incredible Edibles 

• A Repair Café 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed returned to the meeting at 8.59pm. 

 

 In response to a question Councillor Potter advised that both the Woodland Trust and 

Cornwall Council could provide trees for free and could give advice on suitable trees for a 

specific location. 

 

120. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 Members considered the Report of the Projects Officer (circulated prior to the 

meeting).  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by 

the Mayor, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council obtain comparative quotations for a proposed virtual tour for 

decision in early 2020 with costs to be funded from the balance of the Heritage Trail budget. 
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 Councillor Reverend Reed advised that the parapets at the top of the Monument were 

in need of weeding.  Councillor Mrs Boase advised that this was normally carried out when 

the Christmas Lights were erected.  Councillor Williams suggested that the Helston Fire 

Station be contacted as they may be willing to carry out the weed clearance as part of a ladder 

use exercise.  

 

121. Report of the Town Clerk 
 

(1) Grants 

 

(a) 1st Helston Scouts Group  

 

  It was proposed by Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor 

Edgcumbe, and  

 

RESOLVED – that a grant would not be awarded on this occasion and requested that further 

information be provided with a future application. 

 

  It had been proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Boase, that a grant of £500.00 be awarded to the 1st Helston Scout Group towards the fencing 

of the grounds around the Scout hut.  An Amendment was proposed by Councillor 

Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Williams, that a grant of £2,000.00 be awarded to the 

1st Helston Scout Group towards the fencing of the grounds around the Scout hut. The 

Amendment and the Proposal both failed. 

 

(b) Helston Memory Community Café 

 

  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by the Mayor, and 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £450.00 be awarded to the Helston Memory Community Café 

for the purchase of a portable radio microphone. 

 

(c) Kerrier Male Choir 

 

        On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £250.00 be awarded to the Kerrier Male Choir towards the 

purchase of an electronic piano. 

 

(2) Helston Town Band 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Potter, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council donate a trophy to Helston Town Band for their new 

solo under 18 Slow Melody contest and a perpetual shield be purchased from Key Express at 

a cost of £95.00 including engraving. 

 

(3) Community Governance Review 

 

      Councillors Grattan-Kane and Kenchington agreed to attend the public meeting on 

1st October 2019 to put forward Helston’s case for a boundary change and increase in 

councillor number to 14. 
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(4) Proceeds of Sale – 3 Penrose Road 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

(5) West Cornwall Conference for Local Councils 

  

       This item was noted. 

 

(6) Community Safety Accreditation Scheme 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

(7) Village Works 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

(8) Cornwall Council - Standards Committee 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

(9) Localism Summit 

 

      This item was noted. 

 

122. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 289-351 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, in the total sum of £40,469.41 be received and Account Nos. 352-405 

inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these Minutes, in the total sum of £28,232.23 

be certified for payment. 

 

123. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 Councillor Reverend Reed advised that he had requested an item on the Agenda at the 

previous meeting to discuss VE Day on Flora Day with a suggestion to purchase additional 

flags for the event.  The Town Clerk apologised for the oversight. 

 

 Councillor Potter requested the following items on the next Full Council Agenda: 

• To discuss an appropriate plan for Helston which would be acceptable to 

Cornwall Council; 

• To consider Helston becoming an Earth Protector Town; and 

• To review the grant making policy. 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that the grant making policy item would be considered by 

the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee. 

 

124.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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125. Freeman Ceremony 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Williams, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that ten Town Plaques be purchased from York Insignia at a cost of £495 

funded from General Reserves. 

 

 Nominations were then proposed and it was agreed that a Freeman Ceremony take 

place at 11am on 4th February 2019.  It was then agreed that further consideration be given to 

the matter at the October Full Council meeting. 

 

126.  Proceeds of Sale of 3 Penrose Road 

 

 Members considered the confidential report of the Town Clerk which contained 

several options for the use of the restricted proceeds from the sale of 3 Penrose Road. On the 

proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk investigate one of the options further. 

 

127. Trenance Close 

 

 Councillor Thomas updated Members on his research regarding the Trenance Close 

Open Space.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded 

by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to The Duchy of Cornwall regarding the Trenance 

Close Open Space. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.12pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 
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